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Senate 
The Senate met at 3 p.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable MAZIE 
K. HIRONO, a Senator from the State of 
Hawaii. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
O God, our strength, rock, and for-

tress, we praise Your holy Name. 
Thank You for being our shield and 
stronghold. 

Today, give our lawmakers the wis-
dom to seek You, for You deserve their 
trust. As our Senators remember how 
You have sustained our Nation in the 
past, may they have confidence in Your 
guidance for the future. 

Lord, remind them of the times they 
cried to You for help, and You an-
swered them through Your loving prov-
idence. As they recall that when You 
speak, good things happen, empower 
them to face whatever the future 
brings without fear. Use them to speak 
lifegiving words that bring harmony 
and hope. 

We pray in Your marvelous Name. 
Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge 
of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. LEAHY). 

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, April 19, 2021. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable MAZIE K. HIRONO, a 
Senator from the State of Hawaii, to perform 
the duties of the Chair. 

PATRICK J. LEAHY, 
President pro tempore. 

Ms. HIRONO thereupon assumed the 
Chair as Acting President pro tempore. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

BUSINESS BEFORE THE SENATE 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, 
the Senate returns this week with a 
full plate. Today, we will continue to 
work on two important nominations to 
the Justice Department: Lisa Monaco 
and Vanita Gupta. Both should be con-
firmed by the end of this week. The 
Senate will also vote to confirm SEC 
Commissioner Gary Gensler to a full 
term. 

At the same time, the Senate will 
continue to work on the anti-Asian 
hate crimes bill. Last week, the Senate 
voted to proceed with the legislation 
by an overwhelming bipartisan vote of 
92 to 6. The process will continue to be 
bipartisan. 

Senator COLLINS has worked with 
Senator HIRONO—you, Madam Presi-
dent—on a few modifications, which we 
have welcomed. Senators MORAN and 
BLUMENTHAL have worked with Senator 
SCOTT of Florida to incorporate his 
feedback into their legislation called 

the NO HATE Act, which would im-
prove and strengthen the bill. 

Senator WARNOCK has worked with 
Senators HIRONO and COLLINS to in-
clude language acknowledging the re-
cent tragic shootings near Atlanta. 

All of these ideas will be incor-
porated into a broader final substitute 
amendment. I will ensure the Senate 
votes on the substitute amendment in 
the coming days. All told, the Senate is 
on track to finish this bill later this 
week. 

We are seeing that when the Senate 
is given the opportunity to work, the 
Senate can work. Members from both 
sides of the aisle have worked together 
over the past week to consider, perfect, 
and—soon—enact legislation respond-
ing to a pressing issue. 

Regrettably—very regrettably—in re-
cent years, all of us have witnessed a 
surge of White nationalism and violent 
extremism in American society. Sen-
ators of good will from both sides of 
the aisle have taken note and devel-
oped proposals to give Federal law en-
forcement officials the tools to better 
detect, prevent, and prosecute this 
surge in hate crimes. 

The Senate will incorporate many of 
these ideas in the final substitute 
amendment to this bill. As a result, I 
am optimistic we can finish our work 
on the anti-Asian hate crimes bill later 
this week in the same manner we start-
ed, with an overwhelming bipartisan 
vote. 

And, let me say, it is needed. As I go 
through New York—I have been to sev-
eral more rallies, one early this morn-
ing—anti-Asian hate crime, unfortu-
nately, is on the upsurge. We hear 
about the violent acts. We have heard 
about the deaths. But, every day, thou-
sands—thousands—of Asian Americans 
are subjected to smaller but nonethe-
less stinging acts of hate crime by 
being called names, by being spat upon, 
by being cursed at, and even just by 
being stared at in a nasty way like: 
Who the heck are you? 
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So we must act. We must act both to 

strengthen the Department of Justice’s 
ability to prosecute more hate crimes 
and to pay attention to hate crimes 
and to calculate their number, but also 
to send a message—two messages, in 
fact: one to our Asian-American 
friends—a great 6 percent of America 
and 10 percent of New York is Asian 
American—that you are us, we are all 
Americans together, and we welcome 
you being here. I, for one, like you, 
Madam President, would welcome more 
Asian immigrants coming to America. 

But second is a message to those who 
perpetrate these awful acts: You are 
not American. We despise what you do, 
and we are going to remain vigilant 
until this kind of bigotry is diminished 
and maybe even snuffed out. 

f 

CORONAVIRUS 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, on 
another matter, for the last year, the 
country has faced a daunting series of 
crises. After such a difficult year, it is 
important to take stock of how the 
country is finally, finally starting to 
recover. 

Over a month ago, Senate Democrats 
passed the American Rescue Plan, su-
percharging our Nation’s vaccination 
drive and putting thousands of dollars 
into the pockets of Americans who 
needed it most. Already, the benefits 
are pouring in. 

Yesterday, the CDC announced that 
the country had reached a truly re-
markable milestone. Over half of U.S. 
adults, 130 million Americans, have re-
ceived at least one dose of the COVID– 
19 vaccine. It is the result of a rapidly 
accelerating pace of distribution, 
which we in the Senate—many of us— 
pushed for, first in the December bill 
and then in the ARP bill. The country 
now averages over 3 million doses per 
day. 

Even better news arrived this morn-
ing. Starting today, every single adult 
in the United States is eligible to get 
vaccinated. Let me say that again. All 
U.S. adults in all 50 States, Wash-
ington, DC, and Puerto Rico are now 
eligible to get the vaccine, meeting the 
deadline President Biden set just 2 
weeks ago. 

I urge all Americans to go online, 
find a location where vaccines are 
being administered, and get the vac-
cine. Register, sign up, call in. Do 
whatever you need to do to make your-
self an appointment. This is about pro-
tecting yourself and protecting your 
family. We are on our way to beating 
COVID–19, but everyone needs to do 
their part, and part of doing your part 
is being vaccinated. 

Inoculating a country of 330 million 
people—a country the size of a con-
tinent—is a momentous task. The fact 
that we have already reached the half-
way point in 4 short months is a credit 
to the Biden administration and our 
work here in Congress to fund vaccine 
production and distribution, and it is a 
credit to the thousands of medical re-

searchers, scientists, doctors, nurses, 
and all the public health workers who 
have made this possible. 

Thanks to the American Rescue 
Plan, our economy has gotten its own 
shot in the arm. The Treasury Depart-
ment announced that nearly 159 mil-
lion stimulus payments—$376 billion— 
have reached people across the coun-
try. Last week, jobless claims fell to 
their lowest levels since the start of 
the pandemic. Global consumer con-
fidence is now higher than it was even 
before the pandemic. Across the coun-
try, the American Rescue Plan is accel-
erating our economic recovery. Con-
sumer spending is up, businesses are 
gradually reopening, and American 
workers are regaining hope and reen-
tering the workforce. 

Thanks to our historic investment in 
American workers, American families, 
and the American economy, brighter 
days are just around the corner. All of 
us who worked hard on passing the 
ARP and the previous legislation can 
be very proud of what we were able to 
do. Now, of course, we are not com-
pletely out of the woods yet. Despite 
the roaring success of the American 
Rescue Plan, we must continue to bol-
ster our economic recovery and create 
good-paying jobs for American work-
ers. That is why infrastructure—big, 
bold infrastructure—remains at the top 
of our priority list. 

There isn’t a community in this 
country without some glaring infra-
structure challenges, be they crum-
bling roads, bridges, or school build-
ings, aging sewer systems, housing 
properties, or unreliable internet. If 
America is going to compete in the 21st 
century, we can’t have an infrastruc-
ture that is stuck in the last century, 
so Congress, in coordination with the 
Biden administration, is going to work 
on a comprehensive jobs and infra-
structure bill this year. 

Today at the White House, President 
Biden will meet with Members from 
both parties to continue bipartisan dis-
cussions on an infrastructure package. 
The President has reiterated his inten-
tion and desire to work in good faith 
with our Republican colleagues. Hope-
fully, our Republican colleagues share 
that willingness and desire. Reliably 
investing in our Nation’s infrastruc-
ture used to unite our two parties. It 
can do so again. 

Here in Congress, we are going to 
start getting our teeth into the details 
of an infrastructure package. Right 
here in the Senate, there are numerous 
activities going on this week. Tomor-
row, the Senate Appropriations Com-
mittee will hear from four Cabinet- 
level officials on the details of the 
American Jobs Plan: Secretaries 
Buttigieg, Raimondo, and Fudge, as 
well as EPA Administrator Michael 
Regan. Later in the week, the Demo-
cratic Steering and Outreach Com-
mittee will hear from Secretaries 
Buttigieg and Raimondo on the Presi-
dent’s Build Back Better agenda, and 
the Democratic caucus will meet with 

the Director of the National Economic 
Council, Brian Deese, on the same sub-
ject. 

As the Senate begins to shape the 
contours of a comprehensive infra-
structure bill, I will soon move to have 
the Senate take up a bipartisan water 
infrastructure bill. This legislation, 
the Drinking Water and Infrastructure 
Act, was advanced by the Environment 
and Public Works Committee on a 
unanimous vote earlier this year. It 
will authorize tens of billions of dollars 
to make sure American families, espe-
cially low-income families, have access 
to safe and clean drinking water. 

The drinking water bill could rep-
resent a small but important first step 
in bringing our two parties together on 
the work on infrastructure. I salute the 
chairman of EPW, TOM CARPER of Dela-
ware, and the ranking member, Sen-
ator CAPITO of West Virginia, for com-
ing together on the legislation. We 
look forward to working with our Re-
publican colleagues later this work pe-
riod to get that piece of legislation 
done. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

COVID–19 HATE CRIMES ACT 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will resume consideration of S. 
937, which the clerk will report. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 937) to facilitate the expedited re-

view of COVID–19 hate crimes, and for other 
purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 1445 
(Purpose: To improve the bill.) 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
have an amendment at the desk, and I 
ask for its immediate consideration. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report the amend-
ment. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
The Senator from New York [Mr. SCHUMER] 

for Ms. HIRONO and Ms. COLLINS proposes an 
amendment numbered 1445. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask to dispense 
with further reading of the amend-
ment. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 
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(The amendment is printed in today’s 

RECORD under ‘‘Text of Amendments.’’) 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. 

BALDWIN). Without objection, it is so 
ordered. 

COVID–19 HATE CRIMES ACT 
Madam President, last week the Sen-

ate began consideration of the COVID– 
19 Hate Crimes Act. It is my under-
standing that the Democratic leader 
hopes a final vote on the bill will occur 
on Wednesday. 

Earnest bipartisan conversations 
have improved this legislation consid-
erably behind the scenes. Senate Re-
publicans have helped make the bill 
better. And I am confident that with a 
bipartisan process this week that also 
include votes on Republican amend-
ments, we will be able to continue 
moving forward toward the outcome 
the country deserves. 

PROTESTS 
Madam President, on an entirely dif-

ferent matter, last summer our Nation 
began grappling in a renewed way with 
anger and pain at the fact that our 
progress toward racial justice remains 
unfinished. Rightly understood, this is 
not a struggle against our Nation’s 
founding principles and central pillars; 
rather, it is a journey to make America 
even more faithful to itself to ensure 
that life, liberty, the pursuit of happi-
ness, and equal justice under law are, 
indeed, the birthright of every single 
American. 

Unfortunately, some of last sum-
mer’s demonstrations devolved into 
violent and destructive riots. Small 
businesses were looted, civic monu-
ments were defaced, and government 
buildings attacked, not just insults but 
rocks and Molotov cocktails were 
thrown at the good men and women of 
law enforcement. These were efforts to 
use violence and disorder as a political 
tactic to influence or overrule our 
democratic processes and our justice 
system. 

Now, over the last few weeks, Min-
neapolis returned to center stage with 
the trial of the police officer who is ac-
cused of killing George Floyd last May. 
Again, the causes of civil rights, equal 
justice, and rule of law tell us that this 
trial and every trial must go forward 
without social pressure, political con-
siderations, and certainly violent 
threats playing a role. Every single 
American deserves a fair trial. This is 
sacred. 

You do not balance the scales of jus-
tice by trying to tip them, and yet this 
past weekend, one Democratic House 
Member from California took it upon 
herself to visit the protesters in Min-
neapolis. She said: ‘‘We’re looking for a 
guilty verdict.’’ Like somebody window 
shopping or ordering off a menu, she is 
looking for a guilty verdict. If that ver-
dict is not reached, the Congresswoman 
said demonstrators should ‘‘not only 
stay in the street . . . we’ve got to get 
more active . . . get more 
confrontational . . . make sure that 
they know we mean business.’’ 

It is harder to imagine anything 
more inappropriate than a Member of 
Congress flying in from California to 
inform local leaders, not so subtly, 
that this defendant had better be found 
guilty or else there will be big trouble 
in the streets. 

Again, so much of our Nation’s quest 
for civil rights and equal justice has 
been the fight to get rid of 
extrajudicial violence, to get rid of 
rigged trials where the outcome was 
molded by public sentiments or angry 
mobs. It is beyond the pale for a sitting 
Member of the U.S. Congress to look at 
what happened last summer and imply 
there should be some kind of a sequel, 
a sequel if a legal case does not unfold 
as she thinks it should. 

Now, just a few hours after those 
comments, two members, two members 
of the National Guard who were onsite 
in Minneapolis keeping the peace were 
targeted in a driveby shooting. Thank-
fully, neither was seriously injured. 
But let’s hope it doesn’t take an injury 
or a fatality to remind politicians that 
their words actually have con-
sequences. 

Earlier this year, of course, the coun-
try heard many strong opinions from 
Democrats about whether leaders bear 
responsibility when reckless words pre-
cede criminal violence. Instead of try-
ing to tilt the scales of justice with 
threats, policymakers should focus on 
actually making policy. 

Last year, Senator TIM SCOTT and 
Senate Republicans tried to pass legis-
lation that would have expanded body 
cameras, increased transparency in po-
licing, and finally made lynching, at 
long last, a Federal crime. Our Demo-
cratic colleagues used the filibuster to 
kill it because it was not anti-police 
enough. Our colleagues on the far left 
have enough work to do here in the 
Capitol without trying to dictate to 
the judicial branch. 

HONG KONG 
Madam President, on one final mat-

ter, on Friday, the Chinese Communist 
Party reminded the world what it 
thinks about justice, due process, and 
self-governance. Nine of Hong Kong’s 
most devoted pro-democracy advocates 
received harsh sentences. What was 
their crime? Well, it was inspiring over 
a million people to take to the streets 
in August 2019 to protest peacefully in 
support of basic freedoms. 

It was not the first time Beijing’s 
thin-skinned authoritarians have 
brought the hammer down on 
Hongkongers and, sadly, it will not be 
the last. China’s position is supposedly 
that ‘‘only patriots’’—only patriots 
should be allowed to govern Hong 
Kong. 

Let’s review what it means to be a 
PRC patriot. Apparently, it means ap-
plauding Hong Kong’s new so-called na-
tional security law cooked up by main-
land partisans and the political repres-
sion that it enables. It means applaud-
ing saber-rattling and interference 
with civilian commerce in the South 
China Sea. It means cheering on the 

Communist Party as it uses invasive 
technology to repress dissent at home 
and turning a blind eye to the deten-
tion and killing of religious and ethnic 
minorities in broad daylight. 

Well, the CCP is right that real patri-
ots should be speaking out and leading 
in Hong Kong. They are just wrong 
about who the true patriots actually 
are. Hong Kong’s patriots are people 
like my friends Jimmy Lai and Martin 
Lee, who risk their safety to champion 
democracy. They are the hundreds of 
thousands of peaceful protesters who 
carried the torch even as their coun-
trymen have been imprisoned. 

I appreciate the voices across the 
globe who are calling attention to the 
plight of the real patriots and all the 
other groups in Beijing’s crosshairs. 

To the global business and govern-
ment leaders who haven’t yet spoken 
out, I hope you are watching closely. If 
Beijing feels comfortable treating 
Hongkongers this way, just think how 
little regard the PRC will show for 
basic international norms. 

I am also grateful to our own Amer-
ican leaders who fight for basic human 
rights, including our Religious Free-
dom Commissioners Tony Perkins and 
Gayle Manchin, who have themselves 
been comically blacklisted by Beijing 
and rightly wear that as a badge of 
honor. 

I hope the administration will add 
teeth to its tough talk on China and re-
assure our friends in Hong Kong that 
we have their backs. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority whip. 

IMMIGRATION 
Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I 

was sure that I wouldn’t like him. I 
was convinced that we weren’t going to 
get along. I had so many grievances 
against President George W. Bush—the 
war in Iraq, the interrogation of pris-
oners—I really was prepared not to like 
him at all, and then I met him. Darn it. 
I met him and I liked him and I still 
do. 

We still have some profound dif-
ferences on issues. I think back on his 
Presidency, and there are some things 
that I want to give him credit for. 
First and foremost, I want to thank 
him for being our President during 9/11 
because, if you remember what he said 
after 9/11—and how profound it is in 
light of our history since—he said our 
war against terrorism is not against 
people of the Islamic faith; it is a faith 
of peace. What a remarkable statement 
to make by a President because we 
have seen just the opposite since by an-
other President from his party. 

He did great work when it came to 
global health, extraordinary work. He 
changed the world for the better. I was 
glad to be his ally in that effort. 

That wasn’t the sum total of all the 
work on the good side of the ledger 
that he had done, and I won’t recount 
the areas of disagreement because 
there were many, but I do want to tell 
you that I was touched, personally 
touched by an article that President 
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George W. Bush wrote in the Wash-
ington Post this weekend. It was about 
his new book, a collection of paintings 
entitled ‘‘Out of Many, One.’’ 

He said, in putting this book to-
gether, he was really setting ‘‘out to 
accomplish two things: to share some 
portraits of immigrants’’—and he has 
become an accomplished painter— 
‘‘each with a remarkable story,’’ he 
says, ‘‘I try to tell, and to humanize 
the debate on immigration and re-
form.’’ 

George W. Bush, a proud Republican, 
speaks not only to the people of Amer-
ica but especially to his own political 
party in this article. ‘‘I hope that these 
faces, and the stories that accompany 
them, serve as a reminder,’’ he writes, 
‘‘that immigration isn’t just part of 
our heritage. New Americans are just 
as much a force for good now, with 
their energy, idealism and love of 
country, as they have always been.’’ 

He goes on to talk about some of the 
amazing stories, the story of a young 
man from France who followed his 
dream to become an American soldier 
and went on to earn the Medal of 
Honor, the story of a champion runner 
who barely survived ethnic violence in 
East Africa and who told President 
Bush: ‘‘America has given me every-
thing I dreamed of as a boy.’’ 

He says the backgrounds of these im-
migrants are varied, ‘‘but readers 
won’t have to search hard for a com-
mon theme.’’ President Bush writes: 
‘‘It’s gratitude. So many immigrants 
are filled with appreciation, a spirit 
nicely summed up,’’ he writes, ‘‘by a 
Cuban American friend who said: ‘If I 
live for a hundred years, I could never 
repay what this country has done for 
me.’’’ 

President Bush writes: ‘‘The help and 
respect historically accorded to new ar-
rivals is one reason so many people 
still aspire and wait to become Ameri-
cans.’’ And then he asks the important 
question: ‘‘How is it that in a country 
more generous to new arrivals than 
any other, immigration policy is a 
source of so much rancor and ill will?’’ 
The short answer, he says, is that the 
issue has been exploited in ways that 
do little credit to either party. And no 
proposal on immigration will have 
credibility without confidence that our 
laws are carried out consistently and 
in good faith. 

‘‘One place to start,’’ bless him, he 
writes, ‘‘is DACA (Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals.) Americans,’’ he 
writes, ‘‘who favor a path to citizen-
ship for those brought here as children, 
known as ‘dreamers,’ are not advo-
cating open borders. They just recog-
nize that young men and women who 
grew up in the United States, and who 
never knew any other place as home, 
are fundamentally American. And they 
ought not be punished for choices made 
by their parents.’’ 

Let me just add, thank you, Presi-
dent Bush. He speaks of our border, and 
he should. Another opportunity for 
agreement, he calls it. ‘‘I have long 

said that we can be both a lawful and a 
welcoming nation at the same time.’’ 
He writes we need a secure and effi-
cient border, and we should apply all 
the necessary resources to ensure it. 

He goes on to say we need a modern-
ized asylum system that provides hu-
manitarian support and appropriate 
legal channels for refugees. The rules 
for asylum should be reformed by Con-
gress to guard against unmerited entry 
and reserve that vital status for its in-
tended recipients. 

I don’t disagree with a word he has 
written. ‘‘Increased legal immigration, 
focused on employment and skills,’’ 
and here we may have some area of dis-
agreement, ‘‘is also a choice that both 
parties should be able to get behind.’’ 
He also writes about improving our 
temporary entry program for some 
workers. 

And listen to what President George 
W. Bush writes about the undocu-
mented in America, estimated to be in 
the numbers of millions, 11 million. 
Here is what he says: ‘‘As for the mil-
lions of undocumented men and women 
currently living in the United States, a 
grant of amnesty would be fundamen-
tally unfair to those who came legally 
or are still waiting their turn to be-
come citizens. But undocumented im-
migrants should be brought out of the 
shadows through a gradual process in 
which legal residency and citizenship 
must be earned, as for anyone else ap-
plying for that privilege. Requirements 
should include . . . work history, pay-
ment of a fine and back taxes, English 
proficiency,’’ and other things. 

He closes by saying: ‘‘If we trust 
those instincts in the current debate, 
then bipartisan reform is possible. And 
we will again see immigration for what 
it is: not a problem and source of dis-
cord, but a great and defining asset of 
the United States.’’ 

I was touched by those words and 
still am that he would be so caring and 
so pointed in his message. That is the 
basis for bipartisan immigration re-
form which America desperately needs. 

Now I am looking for George W. Bush 
and the Republicans to join the Demo-
crats in a bipartisan effort to get it 
done. I have called together a group for 
that purpose, and we are going to meet 
again soon to talk about the progress 
that we might be able to make. 

I do want to thank the President. We 
have a job to do, and we need the val-
ues that George W. Bush still brings to 
the American people in this debate. 

GUN VIOLENCE 
Madam President, over the weekend 

in Chicago, a 13-year-old boy, Adam 
Toledo, on March 29, in the wee hours 
of the morning, was stopped by police 
and shot and killed in an alley in the 
city of Chicago. 

Thousands have been gathering since 
in his memory. The videotape of the ar-
rest was released last week, and there 
is that stark moment with his hands 
up, and he is being shot and killed—13 
years old. 

There is a lengthy debate going on in 
our city and our Nation about the role 

of the police, the fairness of law en-
forcement, and what is happening with 
children in areas of poverty and guns. 
This past weekend, our Nation’s epi-
demic of gun violence continued to 
devastate families and communities. 
The Adam Toledo tape wasn’t the only 
thing that happened. 

In the city of Chicago, yesterday, 
Sunday, 7-year-old Jaslyn Adams was 
shot and killed in the backseat of a car 
while with her father at a McDonald’s 
drive-through. She was one of 27 people 
shot in Chicago this weekend—5 of 
them fatally. 

In Kenosha, in the Presiding Officer’s 
home State, a gunman in a tavern, on 
Sunday morning, killed three people 
and wounded three more. 

In Austin, TX, three people were fa-
tally shot on Sunday morning in a re-
ported domestic violence incident. 

Then, on Thursday of last week and 
for the third time this year, there was 
another mass shooting in Indianapolis 
at a FedEx facility. Eight people died. 

These were just some of the more 
than 100 Americans who are killed 
every single day by guns in this Na-
tion. This, unfortunately, is not an iso-
lated set of incidents, and this is not 
just a rare tragic weekend. This is 
America 2021. One of the key parts of 
an effective response to this crisis is 
understanding it, and that raises im-
portant questions about the news cov-
erage of gun violence as well as any-
thing else. 

I ask unanimous consent to have 
printed in the RECORD an April 5 col-
umn of the Chicago Tribune, entitled: 
‘‘Why aren’t Chicago’s mass shootings 
included in the outcry over recent vio-
lence in Atlanta, Colorado and Cali-
fornia?’’ 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

[From the Chicago Tribune, Apr. 5, 2021] 
COLUMN: WHY AREN’T CHICAGO’S MASS SHOOT-

INGS INCLUDED IN THE OUTCRY OVER RECENT 
VIOLENCE IN ATLANTA, COLORADO AND CALI-
FORNIA? 

(By Heidi Stevens) 
When a gunman killed four people and 

wounded a fifth at a Southern California of-
fice building last week, news outlets, over 
and over, called it the third in a string of 
mass shootings. 

‘‘The violence in the city of Orange was 
the third major mass shooting in just over 
two weeks,’’ an Associated Press story pub-
lished on chicagotribune.com read. ‘‘Last 
week a gunman opened fire at a supermarket 
in Boulder, Colorado, and killed 10. A week 
before that, six Asian women were among 
eight people killed at three Atlanta-area 
spas.’’ 

No mention of Chicago. 
In Sunday’s New York Times, Nicholas 

Kristof wrote a column headlined, ‘‘How do 
we stop the parade of gun deaths?’’ Chicago 
gun deaths were nowhere to be found. 

But 15 people were shot at a party in Chi-
cago’s Park Manor neighborhood on March 
14 (two days before the Atlanta-area shoot-
ings) and eight people were shot outside a 
Wrightwood neighborhood storefront on 
March 26 (four days after the Boulder shoot-
ing and five days before the Orange shoot-
ing.) 
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What does it say that the violence here is 

so rarely included in larger discussions—in 
the media, among politicians—about mass 
shootings and the trauma they inflict on our 
nation? 

‘‘Mass shootings are mass shootings when 
they involve white people,’’ Shaka Rawls, 
principal of Leo Catholic High School in Chi-
cago’s Auburn Gresham neighborhood, told 
me. ‘‘When they’re Black people, it’s just 
something that happened over there. When 
it’s violence perpetrated by and on Black 
people, the mainstream media can easily 
turn its back and say, ‘This is what happens 
in those communities.’ But the impact is 
huge on those communities.’’ 

I called Rawls because the school he leads 
is located down the street from the funeral 
home where 15 people were shot on a Tues-
day evening in July. Rawls raced to the 
scene as soon as he heard the news. 

‘‘I will never unsee that,’’ he said. ‘‘I’m 
traumatized by that, and this isn’t my first 
rodeo. People are laid out on the ground. 
People are crying. There’s no ambulance on 
the scene yet. I’m a school principal. I’m not 
trained for this.’’ 

But in the days and weeks that followed, 
he found himself having to advocate for his 
students and staff to receive counseling and 
support, when he expected to be fielding of-
fers of help. 

‘‘So many things that happen in my com-
munity are not looked at as violence per-
petrated on human beings,’’ he said. ‘‘Some-
times we have to remind people that these 
are humans. The people experiencing this 
trauma are humans.’’ 

On a day-to-day basis, Chicago’s gun vio-
lence doesn’t go unnoticed or unremarked 
upon. City residents and leaders face near- 
constant criticism and ridicule for our dev-
astatingly high number of shootings and 
deaths. 

But I hear those shootings and deaths 
lobbed as a jeer far more often than I hear 
them urgently, thoughtfully discussed as a 
crisis deserving of all-hands-on-deck solu-
tions. And the failure to include Chicago in 
the national discourse about mass shootings 
feels like a symptom of this larger problem: 
an ‘‘othering’’ of our violence—as if it isn’t 
as tragic, isn’t as much of an assault on hu-
manity, isn’t as deserving of widespread calls 
for answers and reform. 

‘‘It’s because we’re killing each other, so 
it’s nothing out of the ordinary,’’ said 
Danielle Stipe-Patterson, 32, who lives in 
Park Manor. ‘‘When it should be out of the 
ordinary. This is traumatic. This is trauma. 
I can’t even watch certain TV shows because 
I’m living it. Why watch it for entertain-
ment when I literally hear the gunshots 
every other night?’’ 

Stipe-Patterson’s dad was shot to death in 
Roseland when she was 8 years old. He was 
outside washing his car when he was killed. 

‘‘He wasn’t affiliated with any gangs,’’ 
Stipe-Patterson said. ‘‘He was just a boy 
from Louisiana who had seven kids and two 
jobs.’’ 

For several years, Stipe-Patterson worked 
as a program associate for the Illinois Coun-
cil Against Handgun Violence conducting 
workshops and speaking to students in and 
around Chicago about gun violence and the 
importance of mental health resources for 
both prevention and healing. 

‘‘At the beginning, I felt like I made a dif-
ference,’’ she said. ‘‘I was able to share my 
story with kids who lost a parent or an uncle 
or a brother, showing them that you can still 
make it. After a while, sharing the story 
over and over and over and coming home and 
living the problem in the community, it was 
taxing.’’ 

Now she works for a nonprofit that offers 
arts programming to kids who can’t attend 
school because of chronic illness. 

She started to feel like legislators and 
other people in positions of power were less 
interested in addressing the root causes—ra-
cial segregation, long-term disinvestment on 
the South and West sides, lack of mental 
health resources, underfunded schools, re-
peated exposure to trauma—and more inter-
ested in simply chalking up Chicago’s vio-
lence to gangs. 

After a recent shooting on her block, 
Stipe-Patterson said she and other neighbors 
tried to get information from police about 
what happened, how they might help solve 
the crime, and what to be on the lookout for. 

‘‘They wouldn’t tell me anything,’’ she 
said. ‘‘You have to solve these things in the 
community, but how are we supposed to be a 
community if y’all aren’t allowing us to be a 
community? How are we supposed to change 
stuff if y’all aren’t being transparent with 
us?’’ 

Every shooting—whether it takes place on 
a city sidewalk or inside a church or at a 
suburban high school—is a product of what 
the shooter experienced in life, Rawls said. 

‘‘Poverty, a desperate outlook on life, poor 
parenting, bullying at school,’’ he said. ‘‘How 
did they get the weapon? What’s the eco-
nomic impact on that community? What’s 
the social and emotional impact on that 
community? There is not a catchall solution, 
but those should be the questions in every 
case. Every case.’’ 

Firearms are the leading cause of death for 
children and teens in Illinois, said Kathleen 
Sances, president and CEO of G-PAC Illinois, 
a gun violence prevention political action 
committee. 

‘‘An average of 183 children and teens die 
by guns every year in Illinois,’’ Sances said. 
‘‘The gun violence crisis disproportionately 
affects Black and brown children and teens, 
who are 13 times more likely to die from gun 
violence than their white counterparts. 

‘‘Black and brown children are dying and 
nobody’s doing anything about it,’’ she con-
tinued. ‘‘People who don’t live in impacted 
communities don’t see the violence. They 
dissociate themselves from those people. And 
I think the media reinforces this perspec-
tive.’’ 

I agree. Yet, as a member of the media, I 
am engaged in an endless internal dialogue 
about how and how much to write about the 
violence in my beloved city. Too little is an 
insult to the human lives shattered by it and 
a dodging of the responsibility to shine light 
on our most pressing problems. Too much 
risks reinforcing negative stereotypes about 
a city that is so much more than the vio-
lence that has forever plagued it. 

Rawls said he feels similarly conflicted 
over whether he wants more attention paid 
to Chicago’s mass shootings, whether he 
would want to see Chicago listed alongside 
Atlanta and Boulder and Orange in an AP 
story. 

If the attention would result in more fed-
eral resources directed at the problem? If the 
attention were accompanied by an interest 
in solving the root causes of gun violence, an 
understanding of Chicago’s porous borders 
through which weapons flow, an acknowledg-
ment of the levels of trauma and fear that 
many of his students carry on their shoul-
ders? Sure. 

‘‘But the conversations don’t have that 
tone,’’ he said. ‘‘There’s a, ‘That’s what they 
get. They shouldn’t have been there’ tone. 
I’ve seen it.’’ 

More media attention? More politicians in-
voking Chicago in their gun reform speech-
es? 

‘‘It could be like throwing water on a 
grease fire,’’ Rawls said. 

I believe we can do better. I believe we—we 
in the media, we in Chicago, we Americans— 
can refuse to settle into a place where we ac-

cept gun violence as simply the cost of living 
in this city, where we experience the gun vi-
olence here as somehow less remarkable and 
less remarked upon than gun violence else-
where. Bullets shattering a funeral on 79th 
Street are every bit as repellent to human 
nature as bullets shattering the aisles of a 
grocery store in Boulder, Colorado. 

‘‘I think the best thing to remember is 
that the things that divide us are socially 
constructed,’’ Rawls said. ‘‘The things that 
separate us are created by society. And if we 
created them, we can dismantle them. I 
would like for everyone to see each other as 
humans, to see this is a problem happening 
to humans, not just those people over 
there.’’ 

Mr. DURBIN. Heidi Stevens’ column 
in the Tribune points out that the 
media often subjectively defines and 
covers what it considers to be mass 
shootings. All too often, mass shoot-
ings in communities of color are left 
out of the coverage, and this is wrong. 
It is unfair. It is nothing short of an 
outrage. It needs to change. 

We need to understand the full scope 
of this crisis that is killing so many 
Americans, with reliable, objective 
data that is quickly made available. 
The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention keeps count, but there is a 
time lag with its data on firearm 
deaths and injuries. Right now, the lat-
est official CDC report on gun deaths is 
from the year 2019. There is a website, 
though, Gun Violence Archive, that 
keeps track of shooting incidents vir-
tually on a realtime basis. 

I believe that news coverage of mass 
shootings in America should use the 
definition and statistics provided by 
the Gun Violence Archive. They define 
a mass shooting as an incident in 
which four or more people are shot and 
either killed or injured, not including 
the shooter. It is a purely numerical 
standard. It is not subjective. Accord-
ing to the Gun Violence Archive’s defi-
nition—I want to put this on the record 
in the Senate—so far this year, by its 
definition, there have been 153 mass 
shootings. Yet we are only 109 days 
into the year. Nine of this year’s mass 
shootings so far have taken place in 
Chicago. Four people have been fatally 
shot in these shootings, and 50 have 
been injured. It is important to gather 
this data as quickly as possible so that 
we can respond effectively. 

Last week, I spoke on the floor and 
commended President Biden for speak-
ing out. He recently announced an im-
portant set of Executive actions on gun 
violence: steps to limit untraceable 
ghost guns, help for States to pursue 
extreme risk protection orders. Inci-
dentally, the State law in Indiana was 
not, apparently, solid enough or 
tamperproof enough and was overcome 
there by the latest mass shooting. 
There is the reporting on firearms traf-
ficking patterns and nominating expe-
rienced veteran David Chipman to be 
the first Senate-confirmed Director of 
that Agency since 2015. 

You see, many of the critics of gun 
safety legislation say to just enforce 
the laws we have, but if you have been 
around the Senate for more than 15 
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minutes, you will realize the Agency 
that has a major responsibility in that, 
the ATF, is notorious for being under-
funded, understaffed, and going with-
out leadership. That is part of the de-
sign of the people who really don’t even 
want to see the laws enforced. 

I am particularly encouraged by 
President Biden’s commitment to pro-
viding Federal resources for commu-
nity violence interdiction programs 
through the American Jobs Plan and 
other grant programs. This is the type 
of serious investment we need to tackle 
this crisis. This President is taking 
constitutional, commonsense steps to 
reduce gun violence, but what have we 
done? Nothing. 

I held a hearing on gun violence in 
the Judiciary Committee a few weeks 
ago. We are going to hold more as Sen-
ator BLUMENTHAL, of Connecticut, 
chairs the subcommittee with that re-
sponsibility. Hearings are important so 
that we can put together legislative re-
forms and appropriate funds. The 
House has already passed a bipartisan 
bill to close gaps in the gun back-
ground check system. Really, the ball 
is in the Senate’s court at this mo-
ment. We need 10 Senate Republicans 
to help us get to the 60 votes necessary 
to overcome Republican filibusters. 

Will our Republican colleagues stand 
up and vote to close these gaps in the 
law? Will our Republican colleagues 
support the President’s call for funding 
community violence interdiction? 

We need to act. Saving lives from gun 
violence should not be a partisan issue. 
It is an American tragedy. Sadly, we 
learn by the day that it is not an exclu-
sive blue State problem. It is a blue 
State and a red State problem. It is an 
American problem. We have had too 
many mass shootings and too many 
Americans dying in gun homicides, sui-
cides, and accidents. Let’s take the 
bold action that meets the scale of this 
public health crisis. Our Nation is 
counting on us. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Alabama. 
BIDEN ADMINISTRATION 

Mr. TUBERVILLE. Madam Presi-
dent, today, I want to talk about two 
very important topics to America and 
to the folks back home in Alabama: 
President Biden’s so-called infrastruc-
ture proposal and his proposed budget 
for the Department of Defense. 

Now, I know infrastructure and de-
fense aren’t exactly the peanut butter 
and jelly of issues, but let me tell you 
how they go together. With these two 
proposals, the American people can 
plainly see just how out of place Presi-
dent Biden’s priorities are. 

I have traveled every corner of Ala-
bama, from Mobile to Muscle Shoals, 
to our State’s rural communities and 
urban centers. All the time, I hear that 
we need improvements to our transpor-
tation and infrastructure, and I have 
seen it with my own eyes. There are 
over 100,000 miles of public roads and 
16,000 bridges in Alabama. More than 

1,000 of those bridges have been con-
demned. Driving on poor roads costs 
Alabama drivers a total of $4.2 billion 
annually due to vehicle operating 
costs, traffic congestion, and car crash-
es. 

Yet it is not just Alabama. It is ev-
erywhere in our country. I have spent 
decades traveling around the country 
as a football coach, and I am here to 
tell you we need help. We need help 
with our infrastructure. Investment in 
infrastructure is important and very, 
very necessary. Sound infrastructure 
allows people to get work, keeps our 
goods flowing, and keeps America com-
petitive. That is why every penny of 
every dollar of any infrastructure pro-
posal should be spent on actual infra-
structure. 

Sadly, President Biden’s proposal 
fails that test by a long shot. Out of 
this massive $2.25 trillion proposal, 
only 6 percent is for roads and bridges. 
In fact, the proposal puts more money 
toward electric cars than roads, 
bridges, ports, and waterways com-
bined. We have to stop treating govern-
ment spending like it is monopoly 
money. When the American people hear 
about what is included in this bill, I 
think they will agree. 

The Biden administration is using 
the umbrella term of ‘‘infrastructure’’ 
for a host of things folks back home 
don’t associate with the word. Here are 
a couple of spending items that qualify 
as ‘‘infrastructure,’’ according to 
President Biden: $400 billion for nurs-
ing care and $213 billion for govern-
ment housing. I can see and understand 
where those fit in but not in an infra-
structure bill. What gets me is the $10 
billion per year for a Civilian Climate 
Corps. This $10 billion includes free 
housing, free clothing, free food, and an 
allowance for members while they pro-
mote ‘‘climate justice’’—$10 billion a 
year. Now, is that infrastructure? 

We can debate the individual merits 
of these items, but, please, let’s not 
pretend these are for infrastructure, 
because we need true infrastructure. 
To call this an infrastructure proposal 
is really an insult to the English lan-
guage. The definition of ‘‘infrastruc-
ture’’ is not the ‘‘kitchen sink’’ ap-
proach. Let’s call this proposal what it 
is—a farce. This proposal is simply the 
Green New Deal in disguise. They need 
to disguise it because actual infra-
structure improvement is popular, and 
the Green New Deal is not. 

In order to pay for all of this spend-
ing, President Biden has proposed rais-
ing the corporate tax by 7 percent—the 
largest Federal tax increase since 1993. 
This would undo President Trump’s 
Tax Cuts and Jobs Act, which spurred 
the greatest economy we have had in 
decades. I can tell you right now the 
worst possible time to raise taxes is in 
the middle of a crisis. So many em-
ployers have already been hit hard and 
are just trying to get back on their 
feet. Remember who really ends up 
paying for tax increases, especially 
corporate tax rates. It is the consumer, 

like you and me. It is not the corpora-
tions. 

As Americans for Tax Reform has 
pointed out, the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act 
directly led to lower utility bills for 
hard-working folks across the country. 
Raising taxes would directly raise elec-
tric bills on millions of Americans, es-
sentially taxing them, too. Tax in-
creases threaten family-owned small 
businesses and family farms, forcing 
future generations to sell the legacies 
their parents and their grandparents 
worked so hard to build. 

Here is the real kicker. As the Demo-
crats are out there peddling this pro-
posal as ‘‘infrastructure’’ and ‘‘jobs,’’ 
President Biden’s tax increase will 
eliminate 1 million jobs in the first 2 
years alone, according to the National 
Association of Manufacturers—all of 
that harm just to pay for the Demo-
crats’ wish list consisting of the Green 
New Deal. That absolutely makes no 
sense. We need to be focused on cre-
ating jobs and getting folks back to 
work, not destroying jobs for progres-
sive pipe dreams down the road. 

This comes on the heels of a massive 
stimulus that just passed—the one the 
Democrats called COVID relief, but, 
really, less than 10 percent of the bill 
went to COVID and health-related 
measures. 

With all the trillions of new spending 
proposed by the Biden administration 
so far, you would think that there 
wasn’t any spending proposal that they 
didn’t like. 

Yet when it comes to our national 
defense, President Biden has shown he 
cares very little about increasing in-
vestment to keep our country safe. 
President Biden recently released his 
‘‘skinny budget,’’ which includes a cut 
of $7 billion for the Department of De-
fense after accounting for inflation. 

President Biden’s proposal and pro-
posed defense budget is disappointing, 
dangerous, and a disservice to the men 
and women in uniform. What is more 
bewildering is that it asks for our 
troops to do more on a shoestring 
budget. It adds more duties, like com-
bating climate change and other social 
priorities of the Democrats to our al-
ready thinly stretched forces, and that 
is very, very dangerous. 

Regardless of whether these indi-
vidual duties may be warranted—and, 
for the record, I don’t think they are— 
we shouldn’t expect our military to do 
more with less. At a time when our en-
emies grow bolder and the threats to 
America are increasing, ‘‘do more with 
less’’ is the last thing we should tell 
them to do. 

These threats to our Nation are real, 
and they are getting worse. Russia is 
likely preparing to invade Ukraine and 
finish what Putin started in Crimea. 
North Korea continues to test ballistic 
missiles. Iran is emboldened to con-
tinue its nuclear weapons program. 

And then there is China. In recent 
weeks, China has bullied Taiwan. They 
think now is the time to test the 
United States of America. China is 
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building up their military to directly 
challenge the United States for global 
supremacy. 

Over the last 10 years, China’s de-
fense spending increased by $200 bil-
lion, while the United States of Amer-
ica decreased its defense budget $400 
billion. 

We cannot let China continue to gain 
ground. In order to keep our country 
safe and protect democratic allies from 
Chinese aggression, we must stay well 
ahead of both weapons and techno-
logical advances. 

President Biden’s defense budget is 
not just dangerous for America. It is 
bad for us all. Across our State, Ala-
bama has more than 200,000 jobs sup-
porting national defense. The economic 
impact of the defense sector represents 
more than 8 percent of our State’s 
GDP. 

By underinvesting in defense, the 
critical work done by the service men 
and women at Alabama military instal-
lations—including Redstone Arsenal, 
Fort Rucker, Maxwell-Gunter, and oth-
ers—could be seriously hindered. It will 
set back our entire State’s economy. 

I was just at Redstone Arsenal in 
Huntsville, where I heard firsthand 
from Army Material Command how 
badly we need to invest in modernizing 
our weapons systems across the world. 

The best way to avoid a conflict is to 
have a bigger and better gun than the 
other guy. Most of President Biden’s 
appointees at the Department of De-
fense support the 2018 National Defense 
Strategy, which is a comprehensive 
plan to compete, deter, and defeat our 
adversaries. 

This defense budget threatens our 
military modernization efforts and 
America’s ability to provide combat- 
ready forces. We cannot allow anything 
close to President Biden’s defense 
budget to become law. Our military 
needs to focus on winning wars, not 
planting trees. 

The people of Alabama and the men 
and women in uniform should know 
that I will stand up to President Biden 
and the globalists in his administra-
tion who want a weak military. 

President Biden has gone on and on 
about unity and his reputation for 
reaching across the aisle, but ever 
since he came into office, his actions 
have been focused on appeasing the far- 
left, progressive voices in his party. We 
saw it firsthand with the stimulus bill. 
Shortly after that, we get this loaded- 
up, inappropriately named ‘‘infrastruc-
ture’’ proposal. 

It is not just about the spending, 
which is a lot, but it is about what is 
in these proposals—progressive wish- 
list items that are paid for by the 
American taxpayer, not the govern-
ment, the American taxpayer—and are 
passed on party lines, not bipartisan. 
And that is where President Biden’s 
priorities clearly lie. He is signaling 
that he is more willing to invest in pro-
gressive policy items than the safety of 
our Nation and the world. 

My colleagues and I are interested in 
working with President Biden on a bi-

partisan bill that addresses actual in-
frastructure, and we are ready to work 
on a defense budget that actually in-
vests in our military and prepares us 
against the growing threats. We just 
need a President willing to unite rath-
er than divide our great country. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Tennessee. 
Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam Presi-

dent, over the past few weeks, my Re-
publican colleagues and I have spent 
quite a bit of time making sure the 
American people know just how little 
of President Biden’s 2-plus trillion dol-
lar infrastructure plan will fund actual 
infrastructure plans to fix roads and 
bridges that are so in need of repair. 

These are things that the Ten-
nesseans have repeatedly told me they 
want to see in a bill: Fix the roads. Fix 
the bridges. 

What do they want to be taken out of 
that bill? They want to get rid of some 
of these provisions that have nothing 
to do with infrastructure—nothing. 

So imagine their disappointment— 
people who are ready for a highway 
bill, who are ready for a transportation 
bill, who are ready for an infrastruc-
ture bill—imagine their disappoint-
ment when they discovered that all the 
funding that they had hoped was going 
to go to potholes and expanding lanes 
on the interstate and fixing flooded 
back roads would instead be spent on 
electric cars, union advocates, and cli-
mate change ambassadors. 

I know pothole repair isn’t flashy, 
but it is what Tennesseans need. An 
electric car does not do you one bit of 
good when you are going to have to 
have a four-by-four to go pull it out of 
the mud every single time it rains. 

We are pretty practical people, and 
my wish would be that my colleagues 
across the aisle would join us in re-
viewing the needs of the American peo-
ple—the needs of the American peo-
ple—and in being practical. 

The lack of practicality has been a 
recurring problem in the months since 
President Biden took office. It seems 
that the Democrats here in Wash-
ington, DC, can’t resist the urge to 
throw money at social-media friendly 
causes that not even the most talented 
communicators have been able to tie to 
the pressing needs of the American 
people. They did it with COVID relief, 
and now they are doing it with this in-
frastructure boondoggle. 

The wish list just doesn’t match the 
PR campaign, and that is a shame be-
cause this country has its own wish list 
of urgently needed items that we really 
can no longer afford to ignore. 

Just a few weeks ago, I took my own 
trip down to the southern border to get 
a sense of the situation on the ground, 
and it is a dire situation. We are facing 
an environmental crisis, a national se-
curity crisis, and a humanitarian crisis 
that is massive in scope. If we want to 
talk about infrastructure projects that 
matter, let’s talk about all the infra-
structure that President Biden aban-

doned back in January when he halted 
construction on the wall. 

To paraphrase a famous saying, a 450- 
mile-long stretch of border wall serves 
the purpose right up until you hit mile 
451, and here you can see that is the 
situation that ranchers and law en-
forcement officials in southern Arizona 
are dealing with. The construction just 
stopped. 

President Biden’s proclamation or-
dered contractors to stop work and 
abandon their progress—immediate, 
stop. So they walked away because 
they had to. 

What did they leave? They left be-
hind an unfinished wall, piles of sup-
plies, and roads and other infrastruc-
ture built to support construction 
crews. Everything is sitting there—sit-
ting there at the border. The equip-
ment, the border wall—it is all there 
wasting away—tax dollars right there. 

All of that is now vulnerable to ex-
ploitation by the cartels and the traf-
fickers because it is sitting there on 
the border. This is an absolute shame— 
an absolute shame. And what we know 
is that the cartels and the traffickers— 
whether they are drug traffickers or 
sex traffickers, or whether they are 
moving gangs—they are taking full ad-
vantage of this situation. 

I got the chance to see where the 
coyotes and the drug smugglers are 
coming across, now that there is no ac-
tivity on the border to deter them from 
using access points built into the wall 
for their own purposes. 

In Cochise County alone, officials 
have seen a 200-percent increase in mi-
grants this year—200 percent. 

The holes in the wall have turned 
into walking paths for the Sinaloa car-
tel’s drug runners. Law enforcement of-
ficials have set up an extensive net-
work of cameras, but there are only so 
many leads that they can chase when 
the Border Patrol agents, who should 
be supporting these efforts, are busy 
implementing useless—useless and det-
rimental—catch-and-release programs. 

And see, you see where there is a gap 
in the wall. Why do you have these 
gaps? Because the doors that were to 
go into these gaps are sitting, not in 
place. Why do you have these gaps? 
You have them because the wall com-
ponents are there in the dirt. 

But what did President Biden say? As 
of today, no more. No more. Stop im-
mediately. Halt. Do not build this wall. 

And what is it that our Border Patrol 
tell us that they need? They need a 
wall, they need more technology, and 
they need more agents and officers on 
the ground. This has been their request 
for years—for years. 

On private property along the border, 
you can see where migrants have 
ditched their old clothes in exchange 
for actual uniforms that identify them 
to a cartel because they are given them 
by the cartel. It is their cartel-issued 
clothing, much like a work uniform. 

There are piles of discarded 
backpacks, water bottles, and medicine 
at regular intervals. There is no telling 
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if the people who abandoned these 
items made it out alive, because we 
know many do not make it out alive. 

Many of them are left to die in the 
desert by their handlers, the coyotes, 
and the cartels. It is vital to note that 
you do not cross that border unless you 
are working with the cartel, which 
means you have paid the cartel a fee to 
come across that border or you have 
agreed to go into modern-day slavery 
and work out your fee. Whether it is 
with a labor gang, an MS–13 gang, sex 
trafficking gang, you have to work 
that fee out once you come across. 

Now the ranchers who own these long 
stretches of property have seen evi-
dence of this evil disregard for human 
life. They will tell you their lands are 
no longer safe, they do not feel free, 
and they are constantly on their guard 
for the safety of themselves and their 
property. 

I understand that immigration en-
forcement is controversial—so much so 
that during his campaign, President 
Biden promised to avoid the issue en-
tirely by halting construction of the 
border wall forever. But we are living 
in the real world now, and in the real 
world, the globe’s most powerful and 
free Republic is being taken advantage 
of by the West’s most terrifying drug 
lords and human rights abusers, and 
the Biden administration is letting it 
happen. Congressional Democrats are 
letting it happen. Even though they 
don’t want to admit it, it is happening. 
Look at the reports. Look at the foot-
age. Talk to Customs and Border Pa-
trol, and talk to the sheriffs in these 
counties. 

So I say to my Democratic col-
leagues: Do something. Do something. 
Work with us to find common ground 
and get this situation under control be-
fore it is too late. And realize that 
every town is a border town and every 
State is a border State until that bor-
der is secure. 

If you care about human rights, if 
you care about infrastructure, please 
care about this issue—care about this 
issue—the environmental crisis, the 
humanitarian crisis, and the national 
security crisis. 

You can spend the next 4 years sit-
ting on your hands and blaming Presi-
dent Trump or Leader MCCONNELL or 
me or any of my Republican colleagues 
and blame us and say: Well, there is 
death. There is destruction. There are 
drugs. And all of that is happening 
along this border. But that is the thing 
about winning elections—they do have 
consequences. And the consequence 
that is facing our Democratic col-
leagues right now is leading and lead-
ing on this issue. You own this crisis. 
You own this crisis. It is from Presi-
dent Biden’s failed immigration and 
border strategy. If you fail to act, you 
will forever own the tragedy—the abso-
lute tragedy that is unfolding along 
our southern border. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. 

DUCKWORTH). The Senator from Okla-
homa. 

ANNIVERSARY OF THE OKLAHOMA CITY BOMBING 
Mr. INHOFE. Madam President, this 

week marks the 26th anniversary of the 
worst domestic terrorist attack in his-
tory, and that was the Oklahoma City 
bombing. Each year, we mark this sol-
emn occasion, and this year, we come 
together to do it again. 

I remember that day so clearly where 
168 people were murdered. I remember 
the thundering cadence of the police 
officers, the firemen, and all the first 
responders as they were going into 
the—standing there watching them 
going into a burning building, risking 
their lives, and many of them died. I 
had close friends who died that day, 
and I know there were so many others 
who lost family and friends and loved 
ones. It was a day that forever changed 
our proud State. 

I was flying my plane back from the 
Mexican border to Tulsa, and I didn’t 
have quite enough gas. I had to make a 
stop in Dallas. I looked up at the FBO, 
and there were crowds of people around 
that TV set in Dallas. I went to see 
what they were watching, and I recog-
nized it. It was our downtown Okla-
homa City buildings. The disaster had 
taken place, and everyone was watch-
ing. 

We could have let that moment de-
fine us and change us for the worse, 
and it would have been a lot easier to 
do that, but that is not the Oklahoma 
way. Second Corinthians reminds us to 
not lose heart in times of struggle and 
tragedy, and Oklahoma did not lose 
heart. What arose from the rubble that 
day was the Oklahoma Standard— 
strangers helping strangers, giving sac-
rificially, and performing acts of serv-
ice for each other. 

I also want to take a moment to rec-
ognize the work of the Oklahoma City 
National Memorial & Museum. For the 
past two decades, they have upheld 
their charge to honor those who were 
killed, those who survived, and those 
who were changed forever. 

So, today, please join me as we re-
member the victims, their families, 
and loved ones, as well as extend our 
thanks to all the first responders who 
were forever changed on April 19, 1995. 
Let’s honor them by taking a moment 
to rededicate ourselves to live the 
Oklahoma Standard embodied in the 
actions of so many on that fateful day. 
We owe it to them. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from California. 
NOMINATION OF VANITA GUPTA 

Mr. PADILLA. Madam President, I 
also rise today to offer my strong sup-
port for the nomination of Ms. Vanita 
Gupta to be the Associate Attorney 
General of the United States. 

In the 44-year history of the position, 
a woman of color has never served as 
Associate Attorney General of the 
United States. We have the oppor-
tunity to confirm a qualified, proven, 
and respected woman of color in Ms. 
Gupta, and the Senate should not delay 
any longer. 

As Associate Attorney General, Ms. 
Gupta would help restore profes-
sionalism, empathy, and dignity to the 
highest levels of the Justice Depart-
ment. Through more than 5 hours of 
testimony—5 hours—before the Judici-
ary Committee and in a lengthy career 
in public service, Ms. Gupta has dem-
onstrated exactly why our Nation 
would be well served by her leadership 
in the Department of Justice. 

Throughout her career, Ms. Gupta 
has paid particular attention to the 
most marginalized and often the least 
heard among us. From representing 
wrongfully convicted individuals as a 
young lawyer to her time in leadership 
roles at the ACLU, the Leadership Con-
ference, and the Department of Justice, 
Ms. Gupta has demonstrated her deep 
commitment to pursuing justice, eq-
uity, and equality for all people. 

In pursuit of that goal, Ms. Gupta has 
also demonstrated her desire and abil-
ity to work with anyone, including 
those who might normally disagree 
with her. Indeed, Ms. Gupta’s endorse-
ments from groups like the Fraternal 
Order of Police and individuals like 
Grover Norquist confirm that she is a 
thoughtful listener, a bridge builder, 
and a consensus seeker. 

In this charged political era, it is 
hard to imagine that any other nomi-
nee for Associate Attorney General 
could give my Republican colleagues 
more assurance that their views will be 
fairly considered at the Department of 
Justice. Yet, our Republican colleagues 
on the Judiciary Committee requested 
that Ms. Gupta’s nomination be indefi-
nitely stalled and that she be required 
to testify before the committee again. 
When those demands were rightfully 
declined, they chose to vote en bloc 
against referring Ms. Gupta’s nomina-
tion to the floor. 

But the opposition to Ms. Gupta’s 
nomination is, frankly, frivolous. For 4 
years now, the now-minority members 
of the Judiciary Committee refused to 
even comment on, let alone criticize, 
President Trump’s tweets antagonizing 
judges, Senators, everyday Americans, 
and so many others. Yet now they 
argue that Ms. Gupta’s occasionally 
impassioned tweets over the last 4 
years are somehow disqualifying, de-
spite her sincere apology, her expres-
sion of respect for Members of this 
body, and her promise to participate in 
turning down the rhetorical tempera-
ture. My Republican colleagues’ double 
standard could not be more clear. 

Similarly, our Republican colleagues 
spent the last 4 years hastily con-
firming judges and nominees who re-
fused to answer basic questions, like 
whether or not Brown v. Board of Edu-
cation was rightfully decided. Of course 
it was. But now they argue that more 
than 5 hours of testimony and 10,000 
pages of documents were not sufficient 
to evaluate Ms. Gupta, who repeatedly 
answered each and every one of their 
questions. Again, the double standard 
could not be more clear. 
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I could go on and on, but instead of 

continuing to point out the obvious hy-
pocrisy, let me say a few more words 
about why I am excited to have Ms. 
Gupta serve as the Associate Attorney 
General. 

For years now, civil rights, voting 
rights, environmental justice, immi-
grants’ rights, and consumer rights 
have found themselves as a second 
thought in the administration of our 
justice system. No longer. Under Ms. 
Gupta’s leadership, I look forward to 
seeing a Justice Department that pur-
sues equal justice for all of our citizens 
and that recognizes the dignity and hu-
manity of all people. 

I look forward to seeing Ms. Gupta 
work with Republicans and Democrats, 
with liberals and conservatives to find 
solutions to our problems, as she has 
throughout her career. And I look for-
ward to young girls and boys of color 
once again seeing someone who looks 
like them in the leadership of our Jus-
tice Department and knowing that one 
day, they, too, can reach such great 
heights. 

Colleagues, let’s not wait a moment 
longer. It is time for us to confirm Ms. 
Gupta as the next Associate Attorney 
General of the United States. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Ms. CANTWELL. Madam President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session and resume 
consideration of the following nomina-
tion, which the clerk will report. 

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Lisa O. Monaco, of the Dis-
trict of Columbia, to be Deputy Attor-
ney General. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 57, Lisa O. 
Monaco, of the District of Columbia, to be 
Deputy Attorney General. 

Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. Durbin, 
Jeff Merkley, Debbie Stabenow, Rich-
ard Blumenthal, Jacky Rosen, Michael 
F. Bennet, Tammy Duckworth, Amy 
Klobuchar, Jon Ossoff, Chris Van Hol-
len, Martin Heinrich, Mark R. Warner, 
Patrick J. Leahy, Christopher A. 

Coons, Dianne Feinstein, Gary C. 
Peters, Kyrsten Sinema. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Lisa O. Monaco, of the District of 
Columbia, to be Deputy Attorney Gen-
eral, shall be brought to a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from New Mexico (Mr. HEIN-
RICH) and the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. LUJÁN) are necessarily absent. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senator is 
necessarily absent: the Senator from 
South Carolina (Mr. SCOTT). 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 94, 
nays 3, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 154 Leg.] 
YEAS—94 

Baldwin 
Barrasso 
Bennet 
Blackburn 
Blumenthal 
Blunt 
Booker 
Boozman 
Braun 
Brown 
Burr 
Cantwell 
Capito 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Coons 
Cornyn 
Cortez Masto 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Daines 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Ernst 
Feinstein 
Fischer 
Gillibrand 
Graham 

Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hassan 
Hawley 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Inhofe 
Johnson 
Kaine 
Kelly 
Kennedy 
King 
Klobuchar 
Lankford 
Leahy 
Lee 
Lummis 
Manchin 
Markey 
Marshall 
McConnell 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Moran 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 

Portman 
Reed 
Risch 
Romney 
Rosen 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Sanders 
Sasse 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Scott (FL) 
Shaheen 
Shelby 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Tuberville 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Wyden 
Young 

NAYS—3 

Cruz Paul Sullivan 

NOT VOTING—3 

Heinrich Luján Scott (SC) 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
OSSOFF). On this vote, the yeas are 94, 
the nays are 3. 

The motion is agreed to. 
f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume legislative session. 

The majority leader. 
f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR—MOTION 
TO PROCEED 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to executive session to 
consider Calendar No. 62, the nomina-
tion of Vanita Gupta, of Virginia, to be 
Associate Attorney General. 

I ask for the yeas and nays. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 

sufficient second? 
There appears to be a sufficient sec-

ond. 
The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. THUNE. The following Senator is 

necessarily absent: the Senator from 
South Carolina (Mr. SCOTT). 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. 
SMITH). Are there any other Senators 
in the Chamber desiring to vote? 

The result was announced—yeas 50, 
nays 49, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 155 Leg.] 
YEAS—50 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Feinstein 
Gillibrand 
Hassan 
Heinrich 

Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Leahy 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 

Reed 
Rosen 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NAYS—49 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Braun 
Burr 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Ernst 
Fischer 

Graham 
Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Inhofe 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McConnell 
Moran 
Murkowski 
Paul 

Portman 
Risch 
Romney 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Sasse 
Scott (FL) 
Shelby 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Tuberville 
Wicker 
Young 

NOT VOTING—1 

Scott (SC) 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The yeas 
are 50, the nays are 49. 

The motion is agreed to. 
The majority leader. 

CLOTURE MOTION 
Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 

send a cloture motion to the desk. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-

ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 
We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-

ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 62, Vanita 
Gupta, of Virginia, to be Associate Attorney 
General. 

Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. Durbin, 
Mazie K. Hirono, Tammy Baldwin, 
Tammy Duckworth, Alex Padilla, 
Maria Cantwell, Sheldon Whitehouse, 
Cory A. Booker, Debbie Stabenow, 
Brian Schatz, Tim Kaine, Kirsten E. 
Gillibrand, Benjamin L. Cardin, Gary 
C. Peters, Patrick J. Leahy, Chris-
topher Murphy. 
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LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
move to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate be in a period of morning business, 
with Senators permitted to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

RECOGNIZING OFFICER JACOB 
CARLSON 

Ms. LUMMIS. Madam President, I 
rise to honor the true heroism of Offi-
cer Jacob Carlson of the Casper, WY, 
police department. On May 6, 2018, Offi-
cer Carlson risked his life to save his 
fellow officer and the lives of several 
young children when a routine traffic 
stop turned deadly. Every day, police 
officers must remain vigilant because, 
as we have seen, even routine enforce-
ment actions can go sideways at a mo-
ment’s notice. That happened to Offi-
cer Carlson, and his actions speak to 
his character. He put his life on the 
line to protect his fellow officer and his 
community. His courage is inspiring, 
and I am proud to call him a son of Wy-
oming. For this action, Officer Carlson 
has been awarded the Congressional 
Badge of Bravery, and it is a badge he 
earned. 

His years of service and dedication to 
the Casper Police Department were cut 
short by what happened, but Officer 
Carlson’s career of service as a police 
officer and former service in the U.S. 
Army is a legacy for which he can be 
proud. 

Officer Carlson is a remarkable ex-
ample of the highest caliber of law en-
forcement professionals. He is the hero 
we describe when we teach our children 
and grandchildren about the police of-
ficers who protect our communities. 

Officers such as Officer Carlson who 
protect our great State reinforce my 
belief that Wyoming truly is the best 
State in the Nation. When Americans 
want to see an example of how police 
officers should comport themselves, 
they can look upon Wyoming as the 
shining example. Officer Carlson’s ac-
tions on May 6, 2018, exemplify why. 

The State of Wyoming is blessed to 
have not only one brave officer deserv-
ing of this honor. The second officer is 
one of the people Officer Carlson pro-
tected in the face of adversity, Officer 
Randi Garrett, whose courage and her-
oism was also on display that day, is 
equally deserving and will be honored 
with a Congressional Badge of Bravery. 

My sincere thanks to Officer Carlson 
for making Casper and the State of Wy-
oming one of the greatest, safest places 
to live. 

RECOGNIZING OFFICER RANDI 
GARRETT 

Ms. LUMMIS. Madam President, I 
rise to honor Officer Randi Garrett, 
whose experience and skill and whose 
strong character helped save lives on 
May 6, 2018. 

Not only did Officer Garrett act with 
poise under intense pressure when a 
routine traffic stop turned violent, but 
while in immediate and real danger, 
she kept her focus on her mission, and 
helped to save the lives of two innocent 
children and the life of a fellow officer 
because of it. I shudder at the thought 
of what might have happened had Offi-
cer Garrett not acted with speed and 
purpose. Officer Garrett has been 
awarded the Congressional Badge of 
Bravery for her actions, and I am so 
proud of her for it. 

Officer Garrett is a shining example 
of what steadfast commitment, leader-
ship and decisionmaking under pres-
sure looks like. It is because of officers 
like Randi that the people of Casper 
can feel safe and secure in their com-
munity. 

As we approach the third anniversary 
of Officer Randi Garrett’s heroism, I 
know that her acts that day won’t be 
forgotten by the Casper community 
and by those whose lives she helped to 
save. For without them, it is unknown 
the tragedies that may have occurred. 
Instead, she serves as an example today 
to every young woman and girl inter-
ested in serving their community as an 
officer. I can think of no better exam-
ple for young women across the State 
of Wyoming to aspire to. 

Now, as she receives the Congres-
sional Badge of Bravery, I hope it 
serves as a reminder of a day when her 
courage was called upon and she an-
swered. This prestigious award is also 
being given to her counterpart who was 
there with her that day, Officer Jacob 
Carlson. Just as they faced danger to-
gether, this badge acts as yet another 
bond that the two of them will con-
tinue to share. 

My sincere thanks to Officer Garrett 
for her continued service and dedica-
tion to the city of Casper and our great 
State. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

RECOGNIZING THE KENTUCKY 
MUSIC HALL OF FAME AND MU-
SEUM 

∑ Mr. PAUL. Madam President, Ken-
tucky has a rich cultural history and is 
the birthplace of musical artists from 
every genre and era. Proudly show-
casing this heritage is the Kentucky 
Music Hall of Fame & Museum in 
Mount Vernon, KY. 

John Lee Lair, who served as a ser-
geant in the U.S. Army during WWII, 
returned to the States and joined WLS 
radio in Chicago, where he turned his 
lifelong love of music into a career. He 
founded the Renfro Valley Barn Dance, 
which was broadcast by several power-

ful AM stations and eventually moved 
to its final home in Renfro Valley, KY. 

Today we honor one of John Lair’s 
three daughters, Ann Lair Henderson, 
who developed the plan to house the 
hall of fame and museum in the fam-
ily’s vintage horse stable. Following an 
act of the Kentucky General Assembly 
in 2002, this special tribute to Ken-
tucky’s storied musicians was born. 

The iconic building, which is listed 
on the National Register of Historic 
Places, is filled with memorabilia and 
tributes to over 60 artists as diverse as 
Rosemary Clooney, Ricky Skaggs, Lio-
nel Hampton, Boots Randolph, and 
Mary Travers. Nearly 20 years since its 
founding, Ann Lair Henderson, who re-
cently celebrated her 98th birthday, is 
still a vital part of the organization 
that helps recognize the enormous con-
tribution of Kentucky’s incredible mu-
sical talents. We are grateful for Ann’s 
passion for preserving history and for 
promoting some of the Common-
wealth’s finest treasures. She is a 
treasure in her own right to her local 
community and a great reminder for us 
all to keep pursuing those things about 
which we are truly passionate through 
every season of life.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Messages from the President of the 

United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Ms. Roberts, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 
As in executive session the Presiding 

Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The messages received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 
RECEIVED DURING ADJOURNMENT 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 
Under the authority of the order of 

the Senate of January 3, 2021, the Sec-
retary of the Senate, on April 19, 2021, 
during the adjournment of the Senate, 
received a message from the House of 
Representatives announcing that the 
Speaker had signed the following en-
rolled bills: 

S. 164. An act to educate health care pro-
viders and the public on biosimilar biological 
products, and for other purposes. 

S. 415. An act to amend the Federal Food, 
Drug, and Cosmetic Act with respect to the 
scope of new chemical exclusivity. 

S. 578. An act to improve the health and 
safety of Americans living with food aller-
gies and related disorders, including poten-
tially life-threatening anaphylaxis, food pro-
tein-induced enterocolitis syndrome, and 
eosinophilic gastrointestinal diseases, and 
for other purposes. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 
At 3:02 p.m., a message from the 

House of Representatives, delivered by 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S2011 April 19, 2021 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bill, without amendment: 

S. 422. An act to allow Senators, Senators- 
elect, committees of the Senate, leadership 
offices, and other offices of the Senate to 
share employees, and for other purposes: 

The message further announced that 
the House has passed the following 
bills, in which it requests the concur-
rence of the Senate: 

H.R. 7. An act to amend the Fair Labor 
Standards Act of 1938 to provide more effec-
tive remedies to victims of discrimination in 
the payment of wages on the basis of sex, and 
for other purposes. 

H.R. 446. An act to require the Federal 
Trade Commission to submit a report to 
Congress on scams targeting seniors, and for 
other purposes. 

H.R. 941. An act to reauthorize the Stem 
Cell Therapeutic and Research Act of 2005, 
and for other purposes. 

H.R. 1002. An act to amend the Controlled 
Substances Act to authorize the debarment 
of certain registrants, and for other pur-
poses. 

H.R. 1195. An act to direct the Secretary of 
Labor to issue an occupational safety and 
health standard that requires covered em-
ployers within the health care and social 
service industries to develop and implement 
a comprehensive workplace violence preven-
tion plan, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 1215. An act to establish an office 
within the Federal Trade Commission and an 
outside advisory group to prevent fraud tar-
geting seniors and to direct the Commission 
to include additional information in an an-
nual report to Congress on fraud targeting 
seniors, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 1460. An act to encourage States to re-
quire the installation of residential carbon 
monoxide detectors in homes, and for other 
purposes. 

H.R. 1482. An act to amend the Small Busi-
ness Act to enhance the Office of Credit Risk 
Management, to require the Administrator 
of the Small Business Administration to 
issue rules relating to environmental obliga-
tions of certified development companies, 
and for other purposes. 

H.R. 1487. An act to amend the Small Busi-
ness Act to increase transparency, and for 
other purposes. 

H.R. 1490. An act to amend the Small Busi-
ness Investment Act of 1958 to improve the 
loan guaranty program, enhance the ability 
of small manufacturers to access affordable 
capital, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 1502. An act to amend the Small Busi-
ness Act to optimize the operations of the 
microloan program, lower costs for small 
business concerns and intermediary partici-
pants in the program, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 1762. An act to direct the Federal 
Trade Commission to submit to Congress a 
report on unfair or deceptive acts or prac-
tices targeted at Indian Tribes or members 
of Indian Tribes, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 1899. An act to amend the Controlled 
Substances Act to provide for the modifica-
tion, transfer, and termination of a registra-
tion to manufacture, distribute, or dispense 
controlled substances or list I chemicals, and 
for other purposes. 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 
The President pro tempore (Mr. 

LEAHY) announced that on today, April 
19, 2021, he has signed the following en-
rolled bills, which were previously 
signed by the Speaker of the House: 

S. 164. An act to educate health care pro-
viders and the public on biosimilar biological 
products, and for other purposes. 

S. 415. An act to amend the Federal Food, 
Drug, and Cosmetic Act with respect to the 
scope of new chemical exclusivity. 

S. 578. An act to improve the health and 
safety of Americans living with food aller-
gies and related disorders, including poten-
tially life-threatening anaphylaxis, food pro-
tein-induced enterocolitis syndrome, and 
eosinophilic gastrointestinal diseases, and 
for other purposes. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 
The following bills were read the first 

and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 446. An act to require the Federal 
Trade Commission to submit a report to 
Congress on scams targeting seniors, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

H.R. 941. An act to reauthorize the Stem 
Cell Therapeutic and Research Act of 2005, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

H.R. 1002. An act to amend the Controlled 
Substances Act to authorize the debarment 
of certain registrants, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

H.R. 1195. An act to direct the Secretary of 
Labor to issue an occupational safety and 
health standard that requires covered em-
ployers within the health care and social 
service industries to develop and implement 
a comprehensive workplace violence preven-
tion plan, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

H.R. 1460. An act to encourage States to re-
quire the installation of residential carbon 
monoxide detectors in homes, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

H.R. 1482. An act to amend the Small Busi-
ness Act to enhance the Office of Credit Risk 
Management, to require the Administrator 
of the Small Business Administration to 
issue rules relating to environmental obliga-
tions of certified development companies, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Small Business and Entrepreneurship. 

H.R. 1487. An act to amend the Small Busi-
ness Act to increase transparency, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Small 
Business and Entrepreneurship. 

H.R. 1490. An act to amend the Small Busi-
ness Investment Act of 1958 to improve the 
loan guaranty program, enhance the ability 
of small manufacturers to access affordable 
capital, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Small Business and Entrepreneur-
ship. 

H.R. 1502. An act to amend the Small Busi-
ness Act to optimize the operations of the 
microloan program, lower costs for small 
business concerns and intermediary partici-
pants in the program, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Small Business and En-
trepreneurship. 

H.R. 1762. An act to direct the Federal 
Trade Commission to submit to Congress a 
report on unfair or deceptive acts or prac-
tices targeted at Indian Tribes or members 
of Indian Tribes, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

H.R. 1899. An act to amend the Controlled 
Substances Act to provide for the modifica-
tion, transfer, and termination of a registra-
tion to manufacture, distribute, or dispense 
controlled substances or list I chemicals, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

f 

MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME 
The following bills were read the first 

time: 

H.R. 7. An act to amend the Fair Labor 
Standards Act of 1938 to provide more effec-
tive remedies to victims of discrimination in 
the payment of wages on the basis of sex, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 1216. A bill to extend the temporary 
scheduling order for fentanyl-related sub-
stances. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

The following reports of committees 
were submitted: 

By Mr. TESTER, from the Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs: 

Special Report entitled ‘‘Legislative and 
Oversight Activities During the 116th Con-
gress by the Senate Committee on Veterans’ 
Affairs’’ (Rept. No. 117–16). 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. PORTMAN (for himself, Mrs. 
SHAHEEN, and Ms. COLLINS): 

S. 1200. A bill to amend the definition of el-
igible entity in the second draw loan pro-
gram of the Small Business Administration, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Small Business and Entrepreneurship. 

By Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Ms. 
HIRONO, Mr. CARDIN, Mrs. SHAHEEN, 
Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. MUR-
PHY, Mr. KAINE, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. 
BOOKER, and Mr. VAN HOLLEN): 

S. 1201. A bill to restore the United States’ 
international leadership on climate change 
and clean energy, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

By Mr. CARPER (for himself, Mr. VAN 
HOLLEN, Mr. CARDIN, Mrs. GILLI-
BRAND, Mr. PADILLA, Mr. WARNOCK, 
Mr. MARKEY, Mr. SCHUMER, and Mr. 
COONS): 

S. 1202. A bill to establish a program to im-
prove community connectivity by identi-
fying and removing or mitigating 
infrastructural barriers that create obstacles 
to mobility or economic development or ex-
pose the community to pollution and other 
health and safety risks, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Environment and 
Public Works. 

By Mr. RUBIO: 
S. 1203. A bill to rescue domestic medical 

product manufacturing activity by providing 
incentives in economically distressed areas 
of the United States and its possessions; to 
the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. HAWLEY: 
S. 1204. A bill to promote competition in 

digital markets, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

By Mrs. BLACKBURN (for herself, Mr. 
CRAMER, Mr. ROUNDS, Mr. DAINES, 
Mr. CRUZ, Mr. TILLIS, Ms. ERNST, Mr. 
SCOTT of Florida, and Mr. LEE): 

S. 1205. A bill to prohibit the use of Federal 
funds relating to rejoining the Joint Com-
prehensive Plan of Action with Iran unless 
the President commits to submitting any 
successor agreement to the Senate for its ad-
vice and consent as a treaty; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

By Mr. THUNE (for himself, Mr. CRAPO, 
and Mr. CORNYN): 

S. 1206. A bill to limit the authority of the 
Secretary of Labor to modify the pandemic 
unemployment assistance program, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 05:12 Apr 20, 2021 Jkt 019060 PO 00000 Frm 00011 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A19AP6.010 S19APPT1dl
hi

ll 
on

 D
S

K
12

0R
N

23
P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 S

E
N

A
T

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES2012 April 19, 2021 
By Mr. WHITEHOUSE: 

S. 1207. A bill to amend title 18, United 
States Code, to require a Federal court to 
consider certain factors in imposing a sen-
tence on a caretaker, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. MURPHY (for himself and Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL): 

S. 1208. A bill to amend title 31, United 
States Code, to provide for the issuance of 
Green Bonds and to establish the United 
States Green Bank, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. KENNEDY (for himself, Ms. 
LUMMIS, Mr. ROUNDS, Mr. MORAN, Mr. 
DAINES, Mr. CRAMER, and Mr. BOOZ-
MAN): 

S. 1209. A bill to prohibit the Securities 
and Exchange Commission from requiring 
that personally identifiable information be 
collected under consolidated audit trail re-
porting requirements, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs. 

By Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for himself, 
Ms. COLLINS, Mr. CARPER, and Mr. 
BURR): 

S. 1210. A bill to amend the Lacey Act 
Amendments of 1981 to clarify provisions en-
acted by the Captive Wildlife Safety Act, to 
further the conservation of certain wildlife 
species, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself and Ms. 
DUCKWORTH): 

S. 1211. A bill to establish the Cahokia 
Mounds Mississippian Culture National His-
toric Park in Collinsville, Illinois, Monroe, 
Madison, and St. Clair Counties, Illinois, and 
St. Louis City County, Missouri, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources. 

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr. 
WARNOCK, and Ms. CORTEZ MASTO): 

S. 1212. A bill to address the needs of work-
ers in industries likely to be impacted by 
rapidly evolving technologies; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

By Mr. VAN HOLLEN (for himself and 
Mr. BLUNT): 

S. 1213. A bill to require the Secretary of 
Commerce to seek to enter into an agree-
ment with the National Academies of 
Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine to con-
duct a study on the top 10 emerging science 
and technology challenges faced by the 
United States and develop recommendations 
to address them, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

By Mr. LEE: 
S. 1214. A bill to amend the Federal Land 

Policy and Management Act of 1976 to au-
thorize the Secretary of the Interior and the 
Secretary of Agriculture to enter into coop-
erative agreements with States to provide 
for State administration of allotment man-
agement plans; to the Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources. 

By Mr. SULLIVAN (for himself and Mr. 
VAN HOLLEN): 

S. 1215. A bill to state the policy of the 
United States regarding the need for reci-
procity in the relationship between the 
United States and the People’s Republic of 
China, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

By Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself, Ms. 
HASSAN, and Mr. CORNYN): 

S. 1216. A bill to extend the temporary 
scheduling order for fentanyl-related sub-
stances; read the first time. 

By Ms. WARREN (for herself, Mr. 
SCHATZ, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. 
VAN HOLLEN, Mr. MARKEY, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, Ms. SMITH, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, 

Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. BENNET, Mr. CAR-
PER, Mr. SCHUMER, and Mr. BOOKER): 

S. 1217. A bill to amend the Securities Ex-
change Act of 1934 to require certain disclo-
sures relating to climate change, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

By Mr. SANDERS (for himself, Ms. 
WARREN, Mr. MARKEY, and Mr. 
MERKLEY): 

S. 1218. A bill to provide economic em-
powerment opportunities in the United 
States through the modernization of public 
housing, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs. 

By Ms. WARREN (for herself, Mrs. 
FEINSTEIN, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. MERKLEY, 
and Mr. MARKEY): 

S. 1219. A bill to establish the policy of the 
United States regarding the no-first-use of 
nuclear weapons; to the Committee on For-
eign Relations. 

By Ms. WARREN (for herself, Ms. COL-
LINS, Mr. KING, Mr. DAINES, Mr. 
MENENDEZ, Mr. TESTER, Mr. HOEVEN, 
Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, 
Mr. BROWN, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. MAR-
KEY, Ms. STABENOW, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. 
CRAMER, Ms. BALDWIN, Mrs. MURRAY, 
Mr. CASEY, Mr. CASSIDY, Mr. BOOZ-
MAN, and Mr. VAN HOLLEN): 

S. 1220. A bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to recognize and honor the serv-
ice of individuals who served in the United 
States Cadet Nurse Corps during World War 
II, and for other purposes; to the Committee 
on Veterans’ Affairs. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. DAINES (for himself, Mr. 
LANKFORD, and Mr. RUBIO): 

S. Res. 164. A resolution expressing the 
sense of the Senate that the number of jus-
tices of the Supreme Court of the United 
States should remain at 9; to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 65 

At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 
name of the Senator from Tennessee 
(Mr. HAGERTY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 65, a bill to ensure that goods 
made with forced labor in the Xinjiang 
Uyghur Autonomous Region of the 
People’s Republic of China do not enter 
the United States market, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 138 

At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the 
names of the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. DAINES) and the Senator from Ne-
vada (Ms. ROSEN) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 138, a bill to waive certain 
pay limitations for Department of Ag-
riculture and Department of the Inte-
rior employees engaged in emergency 
wildland fire suppression activities, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 295 

At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 
name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. TILLIS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 295, a bill to designate 
residents of the Hong Kong Special Ad-

ministrative Region as Priority 2 refu-
gees of special humanitarian concern, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 406 
At the request of Mr. PAUL, the name 

of the Senator from Tennessee (Mrs. 
BLACKBURN) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 406, a bill to preserve and protect 
the free choice of individual employees 
to form, join, or assist labor organiza-
tions, or to refrain from such activi-
ties. 

S. 452 
At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the 

name of the Senator from Iowa (Ms. 
ERNST) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
452, a bill to award a Congressional 
Gold Medal to Willie O’Ree, in recogni-
tion of his extraordinary contributions 
and commitment to hockey, inclusion, 
and recreational opportunity. 

S. 545 
At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the 

name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. CRAMER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 545, a bill to permanently 
exempt payments made from the Rail-
road Unemployment Insurance Ac-
count from sequestration under the 
Balanced Budget and Emergency Def-
icit Control Act of 1985. 

S. 586 
At the request of Mrs. CAPITO, the 

names of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mr. BOOZMAN) and the Senator from 
Nevada (Ms. ROSEN) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 586, a bill to amend title 
XVIII of the Social Security Act to 
combat the opioid crisis by promoting 
access to non-opioid treatments in the 
hospital outpatient setting. 

S. 611 
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 

names of the Senator from Washington 
(Mrs. MURRAY) and the Senator from 
Florida (Mr. SCOTT) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 611, a bill to deposit cer-
tain funds into the Crime Victims 
Fund, to waive matching requirements, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 613 
At the request of Mr. TILLIS, the 

name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr. 
MARSHALL) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 613, a bill to direct the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to carry out a pilot 
program on dog training therapy and 
to amend title 38, United States Code, 
to authorize the Secretary to provide 
service dogs to veterans with mental 
illnesses who do not have mobility im-
pairments. 

S. 701 
At the request of Mr. MORAN, the 

name of the Senator from Nevada (Ms. 
CORTEZ MASTO) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 701, a bill to amend titles 
XVIII and XIX of the Social Security 
Act to provide equal coverage of in 
vitro specific IgE tests and 
percutaneous tests for allergies under 
the Medicare and Medicaid programs, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 747 
At the request of Mr. PADILLA, the 

names of the Senator from New York 
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(Mr. SCHUMER) and the Senator from 
Vermont (Mr. SANDERS) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 747, a bill to amend the 
Immigration and Nationality Act to 
provide for the adjustment of status of 
essential workers, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 800 
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the 

names of the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. TESTER) and the Senator from 
West Virginia (Mrs. CAPITO) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 800, a bill to amend 
title XVIII of the Social Security Act 
to permit nurse practitioners and phy-
sician assistants to satisfy the docu-
mentation requirement under the 
Medicare program for coverage of cer-
tain shoes for individuals with diabe-
tes. 

S. 828 
At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the 

name of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mr. BOOZMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 828, a bill to amend title XVIII 
of the Social Security Act to provide 
for the coverage of marriage and fam-
ily therapist services and mental 
health counselor services under part B 
of the Medicare program, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 844 
At the request of Mr. THUNE, the 

name of the Senator from Arizona (Ms. 
SINEMA) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
844, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to treat certain 
amounts paid for physical activity, fit-
ness, and exercise as amounts paid for 
medical care. 

S. 892 
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the 

name of the Senator from Washington 
(Ms. CANTWELL) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 892, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to ensure that 
kombucha is exempt from any excise 
taxes and regulations imposed on alco-
holic beverages. 

S. 895 
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the 

name of the Senator from Oklahoma 
(Mr. INHOFE) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 895, a bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide an ex-
emption from gross income for manda-
tory restitution or civil damages as 
recompense for trafficking in persons. 

S. 903 
At the request of Mrs. BLACKBURN, 

the name of the Senator from Ten-
nessee (Mr. HAGERTY) was added as a 
cosponsor of S. 903, a bill to amend the 
Immigration and Nationality Act to re-
quire a DNA test to determine the fa-
milial relationship between an alien 
and an accompanying minor, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 1021 
At the request of Ms. DUCKWORTH, 

the names of the Senator from Mary-
land (Mr. CARDIN) and the Senator from 
Michigan (Ms. STABENOW) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 1021, a bill to ensure 
affordable abortion coverage and care 
for every person, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 1112 

At the request of Mr. MORAN, the 
name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr. 
MARSHALL) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 1112, a bill to amend the National 
Trails System Act to designate the 
Chisholm National Historic Trail and 
the Western National Historic Trail, 
and for other purposes. 

S. RES. 134 

At the request of Mr. LEE, the name 
of the Senator from Iowa (Mr. GRASS-
LEY) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Res. 134, a resolution expressing the 
sense of the Senate that the President 
should work with the Government of 
the United Kingdom to conclude nego-
tiations for a comprehensive free trade 
agreement between the United States 
and the United Kingdom. 

S. RES. 148 

At the request of Ms. WARREN, the 
name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 148, a resolution rec-
ognizing the importance of paying trib-
ute to those individuals who have 
faithfully served and retired from the 
Armed Forces of the United States, 
designating April 18, 2021, as ‘‘Military 
Retiree Appreciation Day’’, and en-
couraging the people of the United 
States to honor the past and continued 
service of military retirees to their 
local communities and the United 
States. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTION 

By Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, 
Ms. HIRONO, Mr. CARDIN, Mrs. 
SHAHEEN, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. 
SCHATZ, Mr. MURPHY, Mr. 
KAINE, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. BOOK-
ER, and Mr. VAN HOLLEN): 

S. 1201. A bill to restore the United 
States’ international leadership on cli-
mate change and clean energy, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, I 
rise today to speak on the United 
States Climate Leadership on Inter-
national Mitigation, Adaptation, and 
Technology Enhancement Act of 2021— 
the U.S. CLIMATE Act. Mr. President, 
climate change represents a clear and 
present threat to the stability, secu-
rity and prosperity of nations around 
the world, including the United States. 
The cost of climate-induced disasters 
becomes more indisputable and dev-
astating with every passing year. Bar-
ring swift and ambitious action, the 
situation will only worsen. 

We’ve all seen the devastating im-
pacts of climate change. For years, un-
precedented tropical storms have de-
stroyed communities in Mozambique, 
Central America, and the United 
States, including communities in my 
home state of New Jersey. This past 
February, incredibly abnormal and 
brutal winter weather, exacerbated by 
climatic disruption to the Arctic’s 
polar vortex, killed eleven people and 

left thousands in Texas without power 
and water. Less than a year prior, 
deadly wildfires, exacerbated by cli-
mate change engulfed California, kill-
ing 31 people, and Australia, killing 34 
people, and forced thousands to flee 
their homes and lose their livelihoods. 
And yet, while hurricanes and storm 
surges are horrific, climate change is 
also increasing the intensity, length 
and geographic expanse of droughts 
around the world contributing to food 
insecurity, natural resource scarcity 
and desertification. 

Likewise, intensifying effects of cli-
mate change pose an existential threat 
to hundreds of millions of people and 
exacerbate global forced migration. 
Nations like Bangladesh, India, and In-
donesia are incredibly vulnerable to 
mass displacement due to rising sea 
levels. Island nations like Tuvalu, 
Seychelles, the Republic of the Mar-
shall Islands and Kiribati are already 
managing internal migration due to 
climate change induced sea-level rise. 
Without ambitious action to both keep 
global leverage temperatures well 
below an increase of two degrees Cel-
sius above preindustrial levels it is 
forecasted that the entirety of certain 
nations may become uninhabitable 
within my grandchildren’s lifetime. It 
is a moral imperative for the Senators 
in this body, and humanity, to act to 
ensure that is not the world we leave 
for the generations that will come 
after us. Today’s generations are the 
first people to personally and regularly 
experience the effects of climate 
change on the natural world and its 
impact on humanity . . . and we are 
also the last generations that can, and 
must, act to prevent the worst fore-
casts from becoming reality. 

Changing climate and weather pat-
terns intensification of global food in-
security and resource scarcity espe-
cially threaten the lives and security 
of the world’s most vulnerable popu-
lations. For months, heavy rainfall and 
warmer temperatures have triggered a 
locust plague in East Africa that has 
lasted more than an entire year. This 
historic locust plague—triggered by 
conditions exacerbated by climate 
change—has threatened agricultural 
and pastoral livelihoods and worsened 
already acute food insecurity in the re-
gion. At the same time, similar ex-
treme weather patterns are expected to 
expand and shift the ranges of life- 
threatening diseases like malaria, West 
Nile Virus, cholera, and others. Beyond 
the palpable destruction and devasta-
tion of climate-induced crises, climate 
change is a ‘‘threat multiplier,’’ a term 
coined by the CNA Corporation’s Mili-
tary Advisory Board in 2007 to express 
the way in which climate change exac-
erbates instability; conflict and subse-
quent displacement; terrorism; and 
other vital security matters. 

Clearly, climate change does not 
begin nor end at any nation’s borders. 
No one is immune to the effects of cli-
mate change—which is why we must 
not only work with the rest of the 
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world to combat this crisis, but lead 
the charge. It is simply not enough to 
enact robust domestic policies—this is 
a global problem that requires inter-
nationally collaborative solutions. 
What’s more, our leadership and re-
newed international engagement can 
generate opportunities for Americans. 
By committing to international agree-
ments and adhering to emerging inter-
national production norms, we are 
opening the global markets for the in-
novation, ingenuity, and leadership of 
the American private sector. 

I commend the Biden administra-
tion’s commitment to returning the 
United States to the global stage, 
thereby granting us the capacity to re-
engage and lead the international com-
munity in tackling the greatest threat 
of our time. President Biden’s Execu-
tive Order on Tackling the Climate 
Crisis at Home and Abroad has des-
ignated climate action as a core tenant 
of U.S. diplomacy and national secu-
rity planning. He has appointed former 
Secretary of State John Kerry as Spe-
cial Presidential Envoy for Climate, 
ensuring that climate considerations 
have a strong advocate where impor-
tant decisions are being made. And, 
under the leadership of President 
Biden, the United States has officially 
rejoined the Paris Agreement. 

The time for debate and discussion 
on why and how we must tackle this 
crisis is over. The science is clear: we 
must achieve net zero emissions by 2050 
in order to ensure a safe and pros-
perous future for ourselves and our pos-
terity. Now is the time for action and 
implementation of crucial efforts to 
save our planet. 

Congress can and must do more to 
support the restoration of the United 
States’ climate diplomacy and leader-
ship. That is why I am introducing the 
United States Climate Leadership in 
International Mitigation, Adaptation, 
and Technological Enhancement Act, 
or the U.S. CLIMATE Act, of 2021, a 
comprehensive piece of legislation to 
bolster President Biden’s bold commit-
ment to U.S. climate leadership by pro-
viding resources, programs and policy 
to support and expedite the realization 
of United States action that will be es-
sential to regaining the international 
community’s trust and partnership 
with the U.S. in the global climate 
fight. It represents a bold course of ac-
tion that Congress should take to sup-
port forward-looking leadership in the 
White House in their commitment to 
preventing the worst-case scenarios of 
climate change from becoming reality. 

Title I of the bill establishes climate 
change as a cross-cutting imperative at 
the State Department. It also calls for 
the integration of climate models and 
forecasting into national security plan-
ning across all federal agencies and 
features directives on protecting our 
security and environmental interests 
in the Arctic. 

Title II declares support for U.S. co-
operation and engagement in inter-
national agreements. This includes di-

rectives on re-entry into the Paris 
Agreements; ratification of the Kigali 
Amendment to the Montreal Protocols; 
compliance with environmental initia-
tives of the International Civil Avia-
tion Organization; and the establish-
ment of new international efforts to 
mitigate transportation sector and 
greenhouse gas emissions. 

Title III integrates climate change 
mitigation and adaptation efforts into 
a range of tools and initiatives at 
USAID, the Department of the Treas-
ury, the Department of State, the DFC, 
and the United Nations. 

Title IV incorporates a clean energy 
mandate into the United States’ diplo-
matic and development efforts, thereby 
protecting our own energy security in-
terests and promoting responsible glob-
al energy production. 

Title V of the bill addresses the 
United States’ bilateral and multilat-
eral engagement on climate change, 
encouraging U.S. cooperation with 
China, India, the European Union and 
other key partners. 

Title VI of the U.S. CLIMATE Act in-
tegrates our colleague from Hawai’i, 
Senator HIRONO’s Women and Climate 
Change Act, which acknowledges and 
addresses the disproportionate effects 
of climate change on women and girls 
around the world. 

The science is clear: we are running 
out of time to stave off the most dev-
astating effects of climate change that 
will directly impact our children and 
our children’s children. After four 
years of being absent from the con-
versation, it is time for the United 
States to not only return to the table, 
but lead the charge to protect our 
shared home. We cannot solve this cri-
sis alone—this is not an American 
problem, this is a global crisis that can 
only be combatted with coordinated, 
international action. The U.S. CLI-
MATE Act of 2021 provides the essen-
tial resources, programs, and support 
for the United States to lead the world 
forward in the existential fight to save 
our planet. Mr. President I ask unani-
mous consent that the full text of the 
legislation be printed in the RECORD 
following my remarks, I yield the floor 
and note the absence of a quorum. 

So ordered. 
S. 1201 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as 
the ‘‘United States Climate Leadership in 
International Mitigation, Adaptation, and 
Technology Enhancement Act of 2021’’. 

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows: 
Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents. 
Sec. 2. Findings; sense of Congress. 
Sec. 3. Purpose. 
Sec. 4. Definitions. 

TITLE I—CLIMATE AND NATIONAL 
SECURITY 

Sec. 101. Climate diplomacy. 
Sec. 102. Enhancing United States security 

considerations for global cli-
mate disruptions. 

Sec. 103. Arctic diplomacy. 

TITLE II—INTERNATIONAL 
AGREEMENTS AND CONVENTIONS 

Sec. 201. Sense of Congress in support of the 
United States returning to the 
Paris Agreement. 

Sec. 202. Enhanced United States commit-
ment to the Paris Agreement. 

Sec. 203. Sense of Congress regarding ratifi-
cation of the Kigali Amend-
ment to the Montreal Protocol. 

Sec. 204. Compliance with the carbon offset 
and reduction scheme for inter-
national aviation. 

Sec. 205. Short-lived climate pollutants. 
Sec. 206. International cooperation regard-

ing clean transportation and 
sustainable land use and com-
munity development. 

Sec. 207. Sense of Congress on United States 
reengagement with the Group 
of Seven and the Group of 
Twenty on climate action. 

TITLE III—CLIMATE CHANGE 
DEVELOPMENT FINANCE AND SUPPORT 

Sec. 301. International Climate Change Ad-
aptation, Mitigation, and Secu-
rity Program. 

Sec. 302. United States contributions to the 
Green Climate Fund. 

Sec. 303. Sense of Congress on United States 
engagements at the World Eco-
nomic Forum. 

Sec. 304. Clean energy and the United States 
International Development Fi-
nance Corporation. 

Sec. 305. Consistency in United States policy 
on development finance and cli-
mate change. 

TITLE IV—CLEAN ENERGY DIPLOMACY 
AND INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

Sec. 401. Energy diplomacy and security 
within the Department of 
State. 

Sec. 402. Department of State primacy for 
energy diplomacy. 

Sec. 403. Reports on United States participa-
tion in Mission Innovation and 
the Clean Energy Ministerial. 

Sec. 404. Reduced deforestation. 
TITLE V—BILATERAL AND REGIONAL 

MULTILATERAL CLIMATE DIPLOMACY 
AND COOPERATION 

Sec. 501. North American Strategy. 
Sec. 502. Accountability and cooperation 

with China. 
Sec. 503. United States and European Union 

cooperation on climate finance 
for developing countries. 

Sec. 504. Sense of Congress on clean energy 
cooperation with India. 

Sec. 505. Power Africa. 
Sec. 506. Caribbean Energy Initiative. 
Sec. 507. Sense of Congress on conservation 

of the Amazon River basin. 
Sec. 508. Sense of Congress regarding renew-

able energy in Indonesia. 

TITLE VI—WOMEN AND CLIMATE 
CHANGE ACT 

Sec. 601. Short title. 
Sec. 602. Findings. 
Sec. 603. Definitions. 
Sec. 604. Statement of policy. 
Sec. 605. Federal Interagency Working 

Group on Women and Climate 
Change. 

Sec. 606. Development and implementation 
of strategy and policies to pre-
vent and respond to the effects 
of climate change on women 
globally. 

Sec. 607. Climate Change within the Office 
of Global Women’s Issues. 

SEC. 2. FINDINGS; SENSE OF CONGRESS. 
(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the fol-

lowing: 
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(1) The Special Report: Global Warming of 

1.5°C, published by the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change on October 8, 2018, 
and the Fourth National Climate Assess-
ment, first published by the United States 
Global Change Research Program in 2018, 
concluded that— 

(A) the release of greenhouse gas emis-
sions, most notably the combustion of fossil 
fuels and the degradation of natural re-
sources that absorb atmospheric carbon from 
human activity, are the dominant causes of 
climate change during the past century; 

(B) changes in the Earth’s climate are— 
(i) causing sea levels to rise; 
(ii) increasing the global average tempera-

ture of the Earth; 
(iii) increasing the incidence and severity 

of wildfires; and 
(iv) intensifying the severity of extreme 

weather, including hurricanes, cyclones, ty-
phoons, flooding, droughts, and other disas-
ters that threaten human life, healthy com-
munities, and critical infrastructure. 

(2) An increase in the global average tem-
perature of 2 degrees Celsius compared to 
pre-industrialized levels would cause— 

(A)(i) the displacement, and the forced in-
ternal migration, of an estimated 143,000,000 
people in Latin America, South Asia, and 
Sub-Saharan Africa by 2050 if insufficient ac-
tion is taken (according to the World Bank); 
and 

(ii) the displacement of an average of 
17,800,000 people worldwide by floods every 
year (according to the Internal Displacement 
Monitoring Centre) because of the exacer-
bating effects of climate change; 

(B)(i) more than $500,000,000,000 in lost an-
nual economic output in the United States (a 
10 percent contraction from 2018 levels) by 
2100 (according to the Fourth National Cli-
mate Assessment); and 

(ii) an additional 100,000,000 people world-
wide to be driven into poverty by 2030 (ac-
cording to the World Bank); 

(C)(i) greater food insecurity and decreased 
agricultural production due to climate 
change’s effects on the increased frequency 
and intensity of extreme weather events; and 

(ii) the proliferation of agricultural pests 
and crop diseases, loss of biodiversity, de-
grading ecosystems, and water scarcity (ac-
cording to the United Nations Food and Ag-
riculture Organization); and 

(D) more than 350,000,000 additional people 
worldwide to be exposed to deadly heat 
stress by 2050. 

(3) According to the International Mone-
tary Fund, a persistent annual increase in 
average global temperature of .04 degrees 
Celsius would reduce global real gross do-
mestic product per capita by 7.22 percent by 
2100. 

(4) According to the United Nations Envi-
ronment Programme, climate change is ex-
acerbating unusual regional weather condi-
tions, which is driving the current and pro-
longed desert locust outbreak that is threat-
ening food security across East Africa and 
Southeast Asia. 

(5) According to the Intergovernmental 
Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and 
Ecosystem Services— 

(A) an increase in the global average tem-
perature of between 1.5 and 2 degrees Celsius 
will result in a significant reduction in the 
worldwide number of land species; 

(B) an increase in the global average tem-
perature of 2 degrees Celsius— 

(i) will place 5 percent of world’s species at 
risk of extinction; and 

(ii) will result in the destruction of more 
than 99 percent of all coral reefs worldwide; 
and 

(C) an increase in the global average tem-
perature of 4.3 degrees Celsius will place 16 

percent of world’s terrestrial species at risk 
of extinction. 

(6) According to the International Energy 
Agency, the United States, China, India, and 
the European Union (including the United 
Kingdom) account for more than 58 percent 
of global greenhouse gas emissions. 

(7) China, which is the world’s top green-
house gases emitter and has an outsized im-
pact on the United States’ core interest in 
climate stability— 

(A) is likely to achieve its carbon emis-
sions mitigation pledge to the Paris Agree-
ment, contained in its 2015 nationally deter-
mined contribution, to ‘‘peak’’ emissions 
around 2030 ahead of schedule; 

(B) announced, on September 22, 2020, a 
pledge to achieve carbon neutrality by 2060; 
and 

(C) has yet to announce an updated nation-
ally determined contribution. 

(8) On October 26, 2020, Japan, the world’s 
third largest economy and fifth greatest car-
bon emitter, announced a pledge to achieve 
carbon neutrality by 2050. Despite apprehen-
sion about growing nuclear energy sources, 
Japan aims to increase its share of renew-
able and nuclear energy following new tar-
gets unveiled next year. 

(9) India has met its growing energy de-
mands by becoming a global leader in renew-
able energy generation. Despite significant 
investments in renewable energy, and the 
implementation of strong national green-
house gas mitigation policies, India con-
tinues to operate some of the world’s dirtiest 
fossil fuel power plants and has high emis-
sions generated from its transportation sec-
tor. India is a critical market for foreign in-
vestment and will be a major competitor in 
international clean energy development fu-
tures. 

(10) India’s leadership within the Clean En-
ergy Ministerial, the Mission Innovation ini-
tiative, and the International Solar Alliance 
has put India at the forefront of renewable 
energy development and helped India achieve 
a top 5 global rank among clean energy pro-
ducers. Installed electricity capacity from 
renewables in India grew by 144 percent be-
tween 2014 and 2020. Approximately 
$42,000,000,000 was invested into India’s re-
newable energy sector between 2014 and 2019. 

(11) The European Union demonstrated its 
strong commitment to climate action by 
making the ambitious pledge to reduce the 
collective greenhouse gas emissions of its 27 
member nations by at least 55 percent by 
2030 (compared to 1990 levels) and to achieve 
carbon neutrality by 2050. The European Par-
liament went even further, voting to reduce 
its collective economy wide greenhouse gas 
emissions by 60 percent by 2030 (compared to 
1990 levels). These commitments represent 
substantial improvements from the previous 
goal of a 40 percent reduction in greenhouse 
gas emissions by 2030. 

(12) The European Union’s member nations 
have also provided the equivalent of approxi-
mately $120,000,000,000 between 2014 and 2020 
in support and financing to build climate 
change resilience and develop low carbon en-
ergy capacity throughout the developing 
world. 

(13) The European Union has traditionally 
been a steadfast partner with United States 
in the United Nation’s Framework Conven-
tion on Climate Change by pushing for im-
proved accountability, transparency, and 
shared responsibility among parties in miti-
gating global greenhouse gas emissions. As 
the United State Government’s executive 
branch has pulled away from climate action 
commitments, the European Union has in-
creased its cooperation with coalitions of 
States through partnerships such as the 
United States Climate Alliance. 

(14) Among the world’s top greenhouse gas 
emitters, the United States is the only coun-
try that— 

(A) has rescinded national policies to re-
duce greenhouse gas emissions; 

(B) has advanced policies aimed at bol-
stering fossil fuel consumption and extrac-
tion, including through the removal of Fed-
eral protections of public lands that are crit-
ical wilderness areas vital to maintaining 
healthy natural ecosystems; and 

(C) has abstained or withdrawn itself from 
several global cooperative efforts acknowl-
edging and addressing the climate crisis. 

(15) United States leadership during delib-
erations over the Paris Agreement— 

(A) was exemplified by— 
(i) its commitment to reduce national 

emissions by 26 to 28 percent below 2005 lev-
els; 

(ii) its leadership in the ‘‘Umbrella Group’’ 
and its role as cofounder of the ‘‘High Ambi-
tion Coalition’’; 

(iii) its co-facilitation of the UNFCCC; 
(iv) its work with the Ad Hoc Working 

Group on the Paris Agreement on agenda 
item 5: Modalities, procedures and guidelines 
for the transparency framework for action; 
and 

(v) its support for the enhanced trans-
parency framework for action and support 
referred to in Article 13 of the Paris Agree-
ment; 

(vi) its pledge of $3,000,000,000 to the Green 
Climate Fund (of which the United States 
still owed $2,000,000,000) in support of devel-
oping countries’ efforts to adapt to climate 
change and to mitigate greenhouse gas emis-
sions; and 

(vii) the development of critical bilateral 
climate action cooperation initiatives with 
China and India; and 

(B) established the United States as essen-
tial to uniting the world in climate action 
cooperation. 

(16) The United States’ reversal on nearly 
all climate action policies since 2017, includ-
ing repealing the Clean Power Plan (an-
nounced by President Obama in August 2015), 
cancelling contributions to the United Na-
tion’s Green Climate Fund, abstaining from 
all G7 and G20 climate action communiques, 
and withdrawing the United States from the 
Paris Agreement— 

(A) undermines the viability of the Paris 
Agreement; 

(B) harms American diplomacy; 
(C) disadvantages the ability of the United 

State private sector to compete in a clean 
energy global economy, for which the Inter-
national Finance Corporation estimates that 
investments spurred by the Paris Agreement 
will creates up to $23,000,000,000,000 in new in-
vestment opportunities; 

(D) erodes the United States’ leadership, 
standing, and trust within the international 
community; and 

(E) concedes leadership and economic op-
portunity to foreign governments keen on 
taking advantage of the United States’ ab-
sence from international climate action ini-
tiatives. 

(17) The Paris Agreement’s central aim is— 
(A) to strengthen the global response to 

the threat of climate change by maintaining 
the global temperature rise well below 2 de-
grees Celsius above pre-industrial levels; and 

(B) to pursue efforts to further limit the 
temperature increase to 1.5 degrees Celsius. 

(18) The Paris Agreement— 
(A) specifies the need for a strong global 

response to climate change; 
(B) acknowledges that all ‘‘[p]arties 

should, when taking action to address cli-
mate change, respect, promote and consider 
their respective obligations on human rights, 
the right to health, the rights of indigenous 
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peoples, local communities, migrants, chil-
dren, persons with disabilities and people in 
vulnerable situations and the right to devel-
opment, as well as gender equality, em-
powerment of women and intergenerational 
equity’’; 

(C) notes the importance of ‘‘climate jus-
tice’’ when mitigating and adapting to cli-
mate change; 

(D) recognizes ‘‘the need for an effective 
and progressive response to the urgent 
threat of climate change’’; 

(E) requires all parties to put forward their 
best efforts through nationally determined 
contributions and to strengthen these efforts 
in the future; 

(F) requires each party to update its na-
tionally determined contribution every 5 
years, with each successive nationally deter-
mined contribution representing a progres-
sion beyond the previous nationally deter-
mined contribution, and reflecting the par-
ty’s highest possible ambition; 

(G) recognizes that marine ecosystems cov-
ering more than 70 percent of the Earth’s 
surface have an integral role in climate bal-
ance; and 

(H) was developed under the UNFCCC, an 
international environmental treaty which 
the United States ratified, with the advice 
and consent of the Senate on October 15, 
1992. 

(19) Seventy percent of the Paris Agree-
ment signatories’ nationally determined 
contributions in support of the goals of the 
Paris Agreement are ocean-inclusive, and 39 
Paris Agreement signatories are focused on 
the inclusion of ocean action in nationally 
determined contributions through the Be-
cause the Ocean initiative. 

(20) The United States communicated its 
nationally determined contribution— 

(A) to achieve, by 2025, an economy-wide 
target of reducing its greenhouse gas emis-
sions by 26 to 28 percent below its 2005 level; 
and 

(B) to make best efforts to reduce its emis-
sions by 28 percent. 

(21) A thriving clean energy industry in the 
United States, which employs more than 
500,000 Americans, is essential in achieving 
these targets. 

(22) A number of existing laws and regula-
tions in the United States also are relevant 
to achieving this target, including— 

(A) the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. 7401 et 
seq.); 

(B) the Energy Policy Act of 1992 (Public 
Law 102–486); and 

(C) the Energy Independence and Security 
Act of 2007 (Public Law 110–140). 

(23) On November 4, 2020, the United States 
withdrawal from the Paris Agreement be-
came effective, which at the time resulted in 
the United States being the only state party 
(out of 197 parties) to the UNFCCC that is 
not a party to the Paris Agreement. 

(24) On January 20, 2021, President Biden 
initiated the process for reentering the 
United States into the Paris Agreement. On 
February 19, 2021, the United States offi-
cially rejoined the Paris Agreement. 

(25) Article 8 of the Paris Agreement 
states, ‘‘Parties recognize the importance of 
averting, minimizing and addressing loss and 
damage associated with the adverse effects 
of climate change, including extreme weath-
er events and slow onset events, and the role 
of sustainable development in reducing the 
risk of loss and damage.’’ Such adverse ef-
fects include strong winds from hurricanes 
and tropical storms, and flooding from storm 
surges and heavy rain, that inflict losses on 
various sectors of the United States econ-
omy. 

(26) The Paris Agreement requires that 
parties ‘‘should strengthen their cooperation 
on enhancing action on adaptation, taking 

into account the Cancun Adaptation Frame-
work’’, which includes measures to enhance 
understanding, coordination and cooperation 
with regard to climate change induced dis-
placement, migration and planned reloca-
tion, where appropriate, at the national, re-
gional and international levels. 

(27) The Paris Agreement is an example of 
the multilateral, international cooperation 
needed to overcome climate change-related 
challenges facing the global community, 
such as reducing emissions, promoting eco-
nomic growth, and deploying clean energy 
technologies. 

(28) The Paris Agreement recognizes ‘‘the 
fundamental priority of safeguarding food 
security and ending hunger, and the par-
ticular vulnerabilities of food production 
systems to the adverse impacts of climate 
change.’’. 

(29) The Paris Agreement recognizes that— 
(A) adaptation is a global challenge facing 

all countries, with local, subnational, na-
tional, regional, and international dimen-
sions; and 

(B) adapting to the effects of climate 
change is a key component of the long-term 
global response to climate change to protect 
people, livelihoods, and ecosystems. 

(30) American leadership during the Paris 
Agreement negotiations encouraged wide-
spread international participation in the 
Paris Agreement. 

(31) American States, cities, and businesses 
are stepping up and pledging to meet the 
Paris Agreement goals in the wake of absent 
and uncertain leadership by the President. 

(32) The Paris Agreement— 
(A) has driven innovation in developing 

cleaner, more reliable, and more affordable 
forms of energy; 

(B) has demonstrated that addressing cli-
mate change and providing affordable energy 
to American consumers are not mutually ex-
clusive; and 

(C) has encouraged the United States to de-
velop the Mid-Century Strategy for Deep 
Decarbonization, which— 

(i) was released on November 16, 2016; and 
(ii) states, ‘‘Energy efficiency improve-

ments enable the energy system to provide 
the services we need with fewer resources 
and emissions. Over the past several years, 
the United States has demonstrated that 
programs and standards to improve the en-
ergy efficiency of buildings, appliances and 
vehicles can cost-effectively cut carbon pol-
lution and lower energy bills, while main-
taining significant support from U.S. indus-
try and consumers.’’. 

(33) Global temperatures must be kept 
below 1.5 degrees Celsius above pre-industri-
alized levels to avoid the most severe im-
pacts of a changing climate, which will re-
quire— 

(A) global reductions in greenhouse gas 
emissions from human sources of 40 to 60 
percent from 2010 levels by 2030; and 

(B) net-zero global emissions by 2050; 
(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 

Congress that— 
(1) when the United States proffers a 

strong commitment and focused leadership 
on climate action, the rest of the world will 
likely follow its example; 

(2) when the United States abdicates lead-
ership on such matters, other countries are 
likely to waiver on their commitments to 
action and retract to insular posturing on 
matters that require cooperation; and 

(3) in order to avert the worst impacts of 
climate change, which is in the core national 
interest of the United States, the United 
States should— 

(A) prioritize climate change in its foreign 
policy, and ensure that climate change is 
taken into account in all foreign policy deci-
sion making; 

(B) set the standard for ambition on cli-
mate action; 

(C) use its diplomatic leverage to create in-
centives for other countries to take strong 
action on climate change; 

(D) broker, with other world powers, bilat-
eral commitments on emissions reductions 
and climate finance and support for devel-
oping countries, which are critical for— 

(i) building trust and consensus around 
global cooperation on climate action; and 

(ii) sending important investment signals 
to private finance and private industry on 
investment and development trends; 

(E) be transparent in how the United 
States is delivering on its commitments; 

(F) ensure it is adopting and implementing 
consistent policies and practices with re-
spect to climate change across bilateral and 
multilateral development finance institu-
tions; 

(G) hold other world powers accountable 
for making and meeting strong commit-
ments; 

(H) call for reciprocal standards of trans-
parency; and 

(I) support developing countries, in an in-
clusive manner— 

(i) to expand deployment and access to 
clean energy; 

(ii) to plan and invest in climate change 
adaptation solutions; 

(iii) to improve climate change resilience 
capacities; and 

(iv) to promote— 
(I) sustainable agriculture practices; 
(II) food security; and 
(III) natural resource conservation. 

SEC. 3. PURPOSE. 
The purpose of this Act is to provide au-

thorities, resources, policies, and rec-
ommended administrative actions— 

(1) to restore United States global leader-
ship on addressing the climate crisis and 
make United States climate action and cli-
mate diplomacy a more central tenet of 
United States foreign policy; 

(2) to improve the United States’ commit-
ment to taking more ambitious action to 
help mitigate global greenhouse gas emis-
sion and improve developing countries’ resil-
ience and adaptation capacities to the ef-
fects of climate change; 

(3) to reclaim, accept, and fully engage di-
plomacy within a variety of current and out-
standing multilateral institutions that the 
United States has withdrawn, withheld sup-
port, or diminished meaningful engagement 
from in recent years; 

(4) to encourage the pursuit of new bilat-
eral cooperation agreements with other 
world powers on initiatives to advance global 
clean energy innovation and deployment and 
other measures to mitigate global green-
house gas emissions and improve climate 
change adaptation capacities; 

(5) to ensure that the United States’ na-
tional security apparatus integrates criti-
cally important data on the compounding ef-
fects that climate change is having on global 
security risks by enhancing our under-
standing of how, where, and when such ef-
fects are destabilizing countries and regions 
in ways that may motivate conflict, dis-
placement, and other drivers of insecurity; 
and 

(6) to authorize funding and programs to 
support a reaffirmation of the United States’ 
commitments to international cooperation 
and support for developing and vulnerable 
countries to take climate action. 
SEC. 4. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-

TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional 
committees’’ means— 

(A) the Committee on Foreign Relations of 
the Senate; 
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(B) the Committee on Appropriations of 

the Senate; 
(C) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of 

the House of Representatives; and 
(D) the Committee on Appropriations of 

the House of Representatives. 
(2) CLEAN ENERGY.—The term ‘‘clean en-

ergy’’ means— 
(A) renewable energy and energy from sys-

tems; 
(B) energy production processes that emit 

zero greenhouse gas emissions, including nu-
clear power; 

(C) systems and processes that capture and 
permanently store greenhouse gas emissions 
from fossil fuel production and electricity 
generation units; 

(D) products, processes, facilities, or sys-
tems designed to retrofit and improve the 
energy efficiency and electricity generated 
from electrical generation units, while using 
less fuel, less or fewer power production re-
sources, or less feedstocks; and 

(E) zero emission vehicles. 
(3) CLIMATE ACTION.—The term ‘‘climate 

action’’ means enhanced efforts to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions and strengthen re-
silience and adaptive capacity to climate-in-
duced impacts, including— 

(A) climate-related hazards in all coun-
tries; 

(B) integrating climate change measures 
into national policies, strategies and plan-
ning; and 

(C) improving education, awareness-rais-
ing, and human and institutional capacity 
with respect to climate change mitigation, 
adaptation, impact reduction, and early 
warning. 

(4) CLIMATE CRISIS.—The term ‘‘climate cri-
sis’’ means the social, economic, health, 
safety, and security impacts on people, and 
the threats to biodiversity and natural eco-
system health, which are attributable to the 
wide-variety of effects on global environ-
mental and atmospheric conditions as a re-
sult of disruptions to the Earth’s climate 
from anthropogenic activities that generate 
greenhouse gas emissions or reduce natural 
resource capacities to absorb and regulate 
atmospheric carbon. 

(5) CLIMATE DIPLOMACY.—The term ‘‘cli-
mate diplomacy’’ means methods of influ-
encing the decisions and behavior of foreign 
governments and peoples through dialogue, 
negotiation, cooperation and other measures 
short of war or violence around issues re-
lated to addressing global climate change, 
including— 

(A) the mitigation of global greenhouse gas 
emissions; 

(B) discussion, analysis, and sharing of sci-
entific data and information on the cause 
and effects of climate change; 

(C) the security, social, economic, and po-
litical instability risks associated with the 
effects of climate change; 

(D) economic cooperation efforts and trade 
matters that are related to or associated 
with climate change and greenhouse gas 
mitigation from the global economy; 

(E) building resilience capacities and 
adapting to the effects of change; 

(F) sustainable land use and natural re-
source conservation; 

(G) accounting for loss and damage attrib-
uted to the effects of climate change; 

(H) just transition of carbon intense econo-
mies to low or zero carbon economies and ac-
counting for laborers within affected econo-
mies; and 

(I) technological innovations that reduce 
or eliminate carbon emissions. 

(6) CLIMATE SECURITY.—The term ‘‘climate 
security’’ means the effects of climate 
change on— 

(A) United States national security con-
cerns and subnational, national, and regional 
political stability; and 

(B) overseas security and conflict situa-
tions that are potentially exacerbated by dy-
namic environmental factors and events, in-
cluding— 

(i) the intensification and frequency of 
droughts, floods, wildfires, tropical storms, 
and other extreme weather events; 

(ii) changes in historical severe weather, 
drought, and wildfire patterns; 

(iii) the expansion of geographical ranges 
of droughts, floods, and wildfires into regions 
that had not regularly experienced such phe-
nomena; 

(iv) global sea level rise patterns and the 
expansion of geographical ranges affected by 
drought; and 

(v) changes in marine environments that 
effect critical geostrategic waterways, such 
as the Arctic Ocean, the South China Sea, 
the South Pacific Ocean, the Barents Sea, 
and the Beaufort Sea. 

(7) NATIONALLY DETERMINED CONTRIBU-
TION.—The term ‘‘nationally determined con-
tribution’’ means a country’s pledged efforts 
to reduce national greenhouse gas emissions 
and adapt to the effects of climate change, 
which may include a financial pledge of sup-
port or financing to assist developing coun-
tries achieve their climate action goals, in 
accordance with paragraph 2 of Article 4 of 
the Paris Agreement, which requires each 
Party— 

(A) to ‘‘prepare, communicate and main-
tain successive nationally determined con-
tributions that it intends to achieve’’; and 

(B) to ‘‘pursue domestic mitigation meas-
ures, with the aim of achieving the objec-
tives of such contributions’’. 

(8) NATURAL CLIMATE SOLUTIONS.—The term 
‘‘natural climate solutions’’ mean actions to 
protect, sustainably manage, and restore 
natural or modified ecosystems that— 

(A) address climate change effectively and 
adaptively; and 

(B) simultaneously provide human well- 
being and environmental benefits. 

(9) NATURAL RESOURCES.—The term ‘‘nat-
ural resources’’ means the terrestrial, fresh-
water, estuarine, and marine fish, wildlife, 
plants, land, air, water, habitats, and eco-
systems. 

(10) NET ZERO GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS.— 
The term ‘‘net zero greenhouse gas emis-
sions’’ means that any anthropogenic green-
house gas emissions are balanced or offset by 
deliberate activities that absorb or capture 
and permanently store equivalent amounts 
of greenhouse gases from the atmosphere. 

(11) PARIS AGREEMENT.—The term ‘‘Paris 
Agreement’’ means the international agree-
ment adopted by parties to the United Na-
tions Framework Convention on Climate 
Change’s 21st Conference of Parties in Paris, 
France on December 12, 2015. 

(12) RENEWABLE ENERGY.—The term ‘‘re-
newable energy’’ means all forms of energy 
produced from sources that naturally occur 
or are replenished in nature in a sustainable 
manner, including bioenergy, geothermal en-
ergy, hydropower, ocean energy, solar en-
ergy, and wind energy. 

(13) RESILIENCE.—The term ‘‘resilience’’ 
means the ability of human made and nat-
ural systems (including their component 
parts) to anticipate, absorb, cope, accommo-
date, or recover from the effects of a haz-
ardous event in a timely and efficient man-
ner, including through ensuring the preser-
vation, restoration, or improvement of its 
essential basic structures and functions. 

(14) UNFCCC.—The term ‘‘UNFCCC’’ means 
the United Nations Framework Convention 
on Climate Change, done at New York May 9, 
1992, and entered into force March 21, 1994. 

(15) UNITED STATES-MEXICO-CANADA AGREE-
MENT; USMCA.—The terms ‘‘United States- 
Mexico-Canada Agreement’’ and ‘‘USMCA’’ 
mean the Agreement between the United 
States of America, the United Mexican 
States, and Canada, done at Buenos Aires 
November 30, 2018. 

TITLE I—CLIMATE AND NATIONAL 
SECURITY 

SEC. 101. CLIMATE DIPLOMACY. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—The President and the 

Secretary of State shall prioritize climate 
action and climate diplomacy in United 
States foreign policy by— 

(1) ensuring diplomacy, support, and inter-
agency coordination for bilateral and multi-
lateral actions to address the climate crisis; 
and 

(2) improving coordination and integration 
of climate action across all bureaus and 
United States missions abroad. 

(b) CLIMATE ACTION INTEGRATION.—The 
Secretary of State, through the Under Sec-
retary of State for Economic Growth, En-
ergy, and the Environment and any other 
designees, shall— 

(1) prioritize climate action and clean en-
ergy within the bureaus and offices under 
the leadership of the Under Secretary for 
Economic Growth, Energy, and the Environ-
ment; 

(2) ensure that such bureaus and offices are 
coordinating with other bureaus of the De-
partment of State regarding the integration 
of climate action and climate diplomacy as a 
cross-cutting imperative across the Depart-
ment of State; 

(3) encourage all Under Secretaries of 
State— 

(A) to assess how issues related to climate 
change and United States climate action are 
integrated into their operations and pro-
grams; 

(B) to coordinate crosscutting actions and 
diplomatic efforts that relate to climate ac-
tion; and 

(C) to make available the technical assist-
ance and resources of the bureaus and offices 
with relevant expertise to provide technical 
assistance and expert support to other bu-
reaus within the Department of State re-
garding climate action, clean energy devel-
opment, and climate diplomacy; 

(4) manage the integration of scientific 
data on the current and anticipated effects 
of climate change into applied strategies and 
diplomatic engagements across pro-
grammatic and regional bureaus of the De-
partment of State and into the Department 
of State’s decision making processes; 

(5) ensure that the relevant bureaus and of-
fices provide appropriate technical support 
and resources— 

(A) to the President, the Secretary of 
State, and their respective designees charged 
with addressing climate change and associ-
ated issues; 

(B) to United States diplomats advancing 
United States foreign policy related to cli-
mate action; and 

(C) for the appropriate engagement and in-
tegration of relevant domestic agencies in 
international climate change affairs, includ-
ing United States participation in multilat-
eral fora; and 

(6) carry out other activities, as directed 
by the Secretary of State, that advance 
United States climate-related foreign policy 
objectives, including global greenhouse gas 
mitigation, climate change adaptation ac-
tivities, and global climate security. 

(c) RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE UNDER SEC-
RETARY OF STATE FOR POLITICAL AFFAIRS.— 
The Under Secretary of State for Political 
Affairs shall ensure that all foreign missions 
are— 

(1) advancing United States bilateral cli-
mate diplomacy; 
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(2) engaging strategically on opportunities 

for bilateral climate action cooperation with 
foreign governments; and 

(3) utilizing the technical resources and co-
ordinating adequately with the bureaus re-
porting to the Under Secretary of State for 
Economic Growth, Energy and the Environ-
ment. 

(d) REPORT.—Not later than 200 days after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Under Secretary of State for Economic 
Growth, Energy, and the Environment, in co-
operation with the Under Secretary of State 
for Political Affairs, shall submit a report to 
the appropriate congressional committees 
that— 

(1) assesses how climate action and United 
States climate diplomacy is integrated 
across the Bureaus of the Department of 
State; and 

(2) includes recommendations on strategies 
to improve cross bureau coordination and 
understanding of United States climate ac-
tion and climate diplomacy. 

(e) EFFECT OF ELIMINATION OF POSITIONS.— 
If the positions of Under Secretary of State 
for Economic Growth, Energy, and the Envi-
ronment and the Under Secretary of State 
for Political Affairs are eliminated or under-
go name changes, the responsibilities of such 
Under Secretaries under this section shall be 
reassigned to other Under Secretaries of 
State, as appropriate. 

(f) CLIMATE CHANGE EXPERTS IN KEY EM-
BASSIES.—Not later than 180 days after the 
date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of State shall submit a report to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations of the Sen-
ate and the Committee on Foreign Affairs of 
the House of Representatives that— 

(1) identifies the number of personnel of 
the Department of State and the United 
States Agency for International Develop-
ment who— 

(A) dedicate a significant portion of their 
work to climate change mitigation, climate 
change adaptation, food security, or clean 
energy matters; and 

(B) are stationed at United States missions 
in countries that are highly vulnerable to 
the effects or major greenhouse gas emitters; 

(2) analyzes the need for Federal climate 
change policy specialist personnel in United 
States embassies, United States Agency for 
International Development missions, and 
other United States diplomatic and inter-
national development missions; and 

(3) includes— 
(A) recommendations for increasing cli-

mate change expertise within United States 
missions abroad among foreign service offi-
cers; and 

(B) options for assigning to such missions 
climate change attachés from the Environ-
mental Protection Agency, the Department 
of Energy, the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration, the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration, the De-
partment of Agriculture, the Department of 
Interior, or other relevant Federal agencies. 

(g) CLIMATE CHANGE ADVISORS.—The Sec-
retary of State, or the Secretary’s designee, 
shall have primary responsibility for the 
management and execution of United States 
climate diplomacy and related foreign policy 
and shall make appropriate arrangements 
with the Administrator of the United States 
Agency for International Development, the 
Administrator of the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, the Secretary of Energy, the 
Secretary of Agriculture, the Administrator 
of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration, the Administrator of the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion, and other relevant Federal agencies 
and departments to assign personnel from 
such agencies and departments to serve as 
dedicated advisors on climate change mat-

ters in embassies of the United States or in 
other United States diplomatic or inter-
national development missions. 

(h) CLIMATE CHANGE SUPPORT AND FINANC-
ING.—The Secretary of State shall facilitate 
the coordination among the Department of 
State and other relevant departments and 
agencies, including the United States Agen-
cy for International Development, the De-
partment of the Treasury, the United States 
Trade and Development Agency, and the 
United States International Development Fi-
nance Corporation, of contributing develop-
ment finance or foreign assistance relevant 
to United States international climate ac-
tion and in support of United States climate 
diplomacy. 

(i) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There are authorized to be appropriated such 
sums as may be necessary to carry out this 
section. 
SEC. 102. ENHANCING UNITED STATES SECURITY 

CONSIDERATIONS FOR GLOBAL CLI-
MATE DISRUPTIONS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State, 
in consultation with other relevant agencies, 
shall conduct biennial comprehensive eval-
uations of present and ongoing disruptions 
to the global climate system, including— 

(1) the intensity, frequency, and range of 
natural disasters; 

(2) the scarcity of global natural resources, 
including fresh water; 

(3) global food, health, and energy insecu-
rities; 

(4) conditions that contribute to— 
(A) intrastate and interstate conflicts; 
(B) foreign political and economic insta-

bility; 
(C) international migration of vulnerable 

and underserved populations; 
(D) the failure of national governments; 

and 
(E) gender-based violence; and 
(5) United States and allied military readi-

ness, operations, and strategy. 
(b) PURPOSES.—The purposes of the evalua-

tions conducted under subsection (a) are— 
(1) to support the practical application of 

scientific data and research on climate 
change’s dynamic effects around the world to 
improve resilience, adaptability, security, 
and stability despite growing global environ-
mental risks and changes; 

(2) to ensure that the strategic planning 
and mission execution of United States 
international development and diplomatic 
missions adequately account for heightened 
and dynamic risks and challenges associated 
with the effects of climate change; 

(3) to improve coordination between United 
States science agencies conducting research 
and forecasts on the causes and effects of cli-
mate change and United States national se-
curity agencies; 

(4) to better understand the dispropor-
tionate effects of global climate disruptions 
on women, girls, indigenous communities, 
and other historically marginalized popu-
lations; and 

(5) to inform the development of the cli-
mate security strategy described in sub-
section (d). 

(c) SCOPE.—The evaluations conducted 
under subsection (a) shall— 

(1) examine developing countries’ 
vulnerabilities and risks associated with 
global, regional, and localized effects of cli-
mate change; and 

(2) assess and make recommendations on 
necessary measures to mitigate risks and re-
duce vulnerabilities associated with effects, 
including— 

(A) sea level rise; 
(B) freshwater resource scarcity; 
(C) wildfires; and 
(D) increased intensity and frequency of 

extreme weather conditions and events, such 

as flooding, drought, and extreme storm 
events, including tropical cyclones. 

(d) CLIMATE SECURITY STRATEGY.—The Sec-
retary shall use the evaluations required 
under subsection (a)— 

(1) to inform the development and imple-
mentation of a climate security strategy for 
the Bureau of Conflict and Stabilization Op-
erations, the Bureau of Political-Military 
Affairs, embassies, consulates, regional bu-
reaus, and other offices and programs oper-
ating chief of mission authority, including 
those with roles in conflict avoidance, pre-
vention and security assistance, or humani-
tarian disaster response, prevention, and as-
sistance; and 

(2) in furtherance of such strategy, to as-
sess, develop, budget for, and (upon approval) 
implement plans, policies, and actions— 

(A) to account for the impacts of climate 
change to global human health, safety, gov-
ernance, oceans, food production, fresh water 
and other critical natural resources, settle-
ments, infrastructure, marginalized groups, 
and economic activity; 

(B) to evaluate the climate change vulner-
ability, security, susceptibility, and resil-
iency of United States interests and non-de-
fense assets abroad.; 

(C) to coordinate the integration of cli-
mate change risk and vulnerability assess-
ments into all foreign policy and security de-
cision-making processes, including awarding 
foreign assistance; 

(D) to evaluate specific risks to certain re-
gions and countries that are— 

(i) vulnerable to the effects of climate 
change; and 

(ii) strategically significant to the United 
States; 

(E) to enhance the resilience capacities of 
foreign countries to the effects of climate 
change as a means of reducing the risks of 
conflict and instability; 

(F) to advance principles of good govern-
ance by encouraging foreign governments, 
particularly nations that are least capable of 
coping with the effects of climate change— 

(i) to conduct climate security evalua-
tions; and 

(ii) to facilitate the development of cli-
mate security action plans to ensure sta-
bility and public safety in disaster situations 
in a humane and responsible fashion; 

(G) to evaluate the vulnerability, security, 
susceptibility, and resiliency of United 
States interests and nondefense assets 
abroad; 

(H) to build international institutional ca-
pacity to address climate security implica-
tions and to advance United States interests, 
regional stability, and global security; and 

(I) other activities that advance – 
(i) the utilization and integration of cli-

mate science in national security planning; 
and 

(ii) the clear understanding of how the ef-
fects of climate change can exacerbate secu-
rity risks and threats. 
SEC. 103. ARCTIC DIPLOMACY. 

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 
Congress that— 

(1) the rapidly changing Arctic environ-
ment— 

(A) creates new national and regional secu-
rity challenges due to increased military ac-
tivity in the Arctic; 

(B) heightens the risks of potential con-
flicts spilling over into the Arctic region 
from interventions and theaters of tension in 
other regions of the world; 

(C) threatens maritime safety due to inad-
equate regional resource capacity to patrol 
the increase in vessel traffic this remote re-
gion is experiencing from the growing ex-
panses of open Arctic water from diminished 
annual levels of sea ice; 
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(D) impacts public safety due to increased 

human activity in the Arctic region where 
search and rescue capacity remains very lim-
ited; and 

(E) threatens the health of the Arctic’s 
fragile and historically pristine environment 
and the unique and highly sensitive species 
found in the Arctic’s marine and terrestrial 
ecosystems; and 

(2) the United States should reduce the 
consequences outlined in paragraph (1) by— 

(A) carefully evaluating the wide variety 
and extremely dynamic set of security and 
safety risks unfolding in the Arctic; 

(B) developing policies and making prep-
arations for mitigating and responding to 
threats and risks in the Arctic; 

(C) adequately funding the National Earth 
System Prediction Capability to sub-
stantively improve weather, ocean, and ice 
predictions on time scales necessary for en-
suring regional security and trans-Arctic 
shipping; 

(D) investing in resources, including a sig-
nificantly expanded icebreaker fleet, to en-
sure that the United States has adequate ca-
pacity to prevent and respond to security 
threats in the Arctic region; and 

(E) pursuing diplomatic engagements with 
all nations in the Arctic region to reach an 
agreement for— 

(i) maintaining peace and stability in the 
Arctic region; and 

(ii) fostering cooperation on stewardship 
and safety initiatives in the Arctic region. 

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) ARCTIC NATIONS.—The term ‘‘Arctic Na-

tions’’ means the 8 nations with territory or 
exclusive economic zones that extend north 
of the 66.56083 parallel latitude north of the 
equator, namely Russia, Canada, the United 
States, Norway, Denmark (including Green-
land), Finland, Sweden, and Iceland. 

(2) ARCTIC REGION.—The term ‘‘Arctic Re-
gion’’ means the geographic region north of 
the 66.56083 parallel latitude north of the 
equator. 

(c) DESIGNATION.—The Assistant Secretary 
of State for Oceans and International Envi-
ronmental and Scientific Affairs shall des-
ignate a deputy assistant secretary serving 
within the Bureau of Oceans and Inter-
national Environmental and Scientific Af-
fairs as ‘‘Deputy Assistant Secretary for 
Arctic Affairs’’, who shall be responsible for 
affairs in the Arctic Region. 

(d) DUTIES.— The Deputy Assistant Sec-
retary for Arctic Affairs shall— 

(1) facilitate the development and coordi-
nation of United States foreign policy in the 
Arctic Region relating to— 

(A) meeting national security needs; 
(B) protecting the Arctic environment and 

conserving its biological resources; 
(C) promoting environmentally sustainable 

natural resource management and economic 
development; 

(D) strengthening institutions for coopera-
tion among the Arctic Nations; 

(E) involving Arctic indigenous people in 
decisions that affect them; and 

(F) enhancing scientific monitoring and re-
search on local, regional, and global environ-
mental issues; 

(2) coordinate the diplomatic objectives, 
and, as appropriate, represent the United 
States within multilateral fora that address 
international cooperation and foreign policy 
matters in the Arctic Region; 

(3) help inform transnational commerce 
and commercial maritime transit in the Arc-
tic Region; 

(4) coordinate the integration of scientific 
data on the current and projected effects of 
climate change on the Arctic Region and en-
sure that such data is applied to the develop-
ment of security strategies for the Arctic 
Region; 

(5) make available the methods and ap-
proaches on the integration of climate 
science to other regional security planning 
programs in the Department of State to bet-
ter ensure that broader decision making 
processes may more adequately account for 
the effects of climate change; 

(6) serve as a key point of contact for other 
Federal agencies, including the Department 
of Defense, the Department of the Interior, 
the Department of Homeland Security, and 
the Intelligence Community, on Arctic Re-
gion security issues; 

(7) develop and facilitate the implementa-
tion of an Arctic Region Security Policy in 
accordance with subsection (f); 

(8) use the voice, vote, and influence of the 
United States to encourage other countries 
and international multilateral organizations 
to support the principles of the Arctic Re-
gion Security Policy implemented pursuant 
to subsection (f); and 

(9) perform such other duties and exercise 
such powers as the Assistant Secretary of 
State for Oceans and International Environ-
mental and Scientific Affairs and the Sec-
retary of State shall prescribe. 

(e) RANK AND STATUS.—The Secretary of 
State may change the title of the Deputy As-
sistant Secretary for Arctic Affairs des-
ignated under subsection (c) to Special Rep-
resentative or Special Envoy with the rank 
of Ambassador if— 

(1) the President nominates the person so 
designated to that rank and status; and 

(2) the Senate confirms such person to such 
rank and status. 

(f) ARCTIC REGION SECURITY POLICY.—The 
Arctic Region Security Policy shall include 
requirements for the Bureau of Conflict and 
Stabilization Operations, the Bureau of Po-
litical-Military Affairs, embassies, regional 
bureaus, and other offices with a role in con-
flict avoidance, prevention and security as-
sistance, or humanitarian disaster response, 
prevention, and assistance to assess, develop, 
budget for, and implement plans, policies, 
and actions— 

(1) to enhance the resilience capacities of 
Arctic Nations to the effects of climate 
change and increased civilian and military 
activity from Arctic Nations and other na-
tions that may result from increased accessi-
bility of the Arctic Region due to decreased 
sea ice, warmer ambient air temperatures 
and other effects of climate change, as a 
means of reducing the risk of conflict and in-
stability; 

(2) to assess specific added risks to the Arc-
tic Region and Arctic Nations that— 

(A) are vulnerable to the effects of climate 
change; and 

(B) are strategically significant to the 
United States; 

(3) to account for the impacts on human 
health, safety, stresses, reliability, food pro-
duction, fresh water and other critical nat-
ural resources, and economic activity; 

(4) to coordinate the integration of climate 
change risk and vulnerability assessments 
into the decision making process on foreign 
assistance awards to Arctic Nations; 

(5) to advance principles of good govern-
ance by encouraging and cooperating with 
Arctic Nations on collaborative approaches— 

(A) to sustainably manage natural re-
sources in the Arctic Region; 

(B) to share the burden of ensuring mari-
time safety in the Arctic Region; 

(C) to prevent the escalation of security 
tensions by mitigating against the mili-
tarization of the Arctic Region; 

(D) to develop mutually agreed upon multi-
lateral policies among Arctic Nations on the 
management of maritime transit routes 
through the Arctic Region and work coop-
eratively on the transit policies for access to 

and transit in the Arctic Region by non-Arc-
tic Nations; and 

(E) to facilitate the development of Arctic 
Region Security Action Plans to ensure sta-
bility and public safety in disaster situations 
in a humane and responsible fashion; and 

(6) to evaluate the vulnerability, security, 
susceptibility, and resiliency of United 
States interests and nondefense assets in the 
Arctic Region. 

TITLE II—INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS 
AND CONVENTIONS 

SEC. 201. SENSE OF CONGRESS IN SUPPORT OF 
THE UNITED STATES RETURNING TO 
THE PARIS AGREEMENT. 

It is the sense of Congress that— 
(1) President Trump’s decision to withdraw 

the United States from the Paris Agreement 
was a mistake that harmed the leadership, 
economic, national security, and diplomatic 
interests of the United States; and 

(2) the United States’ expeditious return to 
the Paris Agreement is a critical first step to 
restoring United States leadership among, 
and in cooperation with, the international 
community; 

(3) resuming United States’ global leader-
ship in the Paris Agreement’s implementa-
tion process is critical to ensuring that the 
rules and procedures for implementing the 
Paris Agreement achieve maximum benefits 
for the United States; 

(4) prioritizing the immediate preparation 
and communication of an updated United 
States’ nationally determined contribution 
in support of the Paris Agreement will dem-
onstrate a renewed and increasingly ambi-
tious United States’ commitment to climate 
action, which should incorporate— 

(A) strategies for achieving domestic 
greenhouse gas emissions reductions that 
achieve the United States’ 2015 national de-
termined contribution to the Paris Agree-
ment; 

(B) an ambitious 2030 mitigation target 
representing a mid-term goal that signifies 
the emission reductions trajectory the 
United States needs to be on to achieve net- 
zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2050; 

(C) commitments to engage constructively 
with parties to the Paris Agreement regard-
ing the development of strategies to secure 
ambitious commitments from all parties and 
to ensure adequate progress on mitigating 
greenhouses sufficiently to prevent 1.5 de-
gree Celsius increase of warming; 

(D) announced intentions of the United 
States’ to accept and fulfill United States 
obligations to other international agree-
ments to reduce global greenhouse gas emis-
sions, including the International Civil Avia-
tion Organization’s Carbon Offset and Reduc-
tion Scheme for International Aviation and 
the Kigali Amendment to the Montreal Pro-
tocol; 

(E) an intention to resume the United 
States’ cooperation and support for coopera-
tive climate action detailed and announced 
in various climate change communiques pro-
duced by the G7, the G20, the Arctic Council, 
the United Nations, and others for which the 
United States has recently abstained; 

(F) a platform and policy incentives for the 
United States private sector, and State and 
local governments to accurately account for 
their contributions to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions; 

(G) a new, increased contribution pledge to 
the Green Climate Fund, and contributions 
to other complementary multilateral funds; 

(H) a commitment to resume a leadership 
role within the Green Climate Fund to 
achieve accountability, transparency, and 
management reforms; and 
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(I) other activities that advance United 

States climate-related foreign policy objec-
tives, including global greenhouse gas miti-
gation, climate change adaptation activities, 
and global climate security; 

(5) United States collaboration with other 
nations, especially developing countries 
most impacted by the need to transition car-
bon intensive industrial sectors, and the 
workforces of these affected industries, on 
the global transition to environmentally sus-
tainable economies and societies to ensure 
workers benefit from opportunities that 
arise in a transition to economies powered 
by clean energy, including engagements on— 

(A) realizing the potential to create sig-
nificant net gains in employment opportuni-
ties through increases in the number of de-
cent jobs through investments in environ-
mentally sustainable production and con-
sumption and management of natural re-
sources; 

(B) improving the quality of jobs and in-
creased incomes on a large scale from more 
productive processes, and environmentally 
sustainable products and services in sectors 
such as agriculture, renewable energy, trans-
port, construction, recycling, and tourism; 

(C) social inclusion through improved ac-
cess to affordable, environmentally sustain-
able energy and payments for environmental 
services, which are of particular relevance to 
women and residents in rural areas who face 
more economic challenges; 

(D) protections from the effects of eco-
nomic restructuring that would otherwise 
result in the displacement of workers and 
possible job losses; 

(E) training and access to new job opportu-
nities attributable to new environmentally 
sustainable and clean energy powered enter-
prises and workplaces; 

(F) attracting new environmentally sus-
tainable and clean energy powered enter-
prises and workplaces to communities 
transitioning to low carbon economies and 
assist with adapting to climate change to 
avoid loss of assets and livelihoods and invol-
untary migration; and 

(G) avoiding adverse effects on the incomes 
of poor households from higher energy and 
commodity prices; and 

(6) the United States should communicate 
its intention to achieve net zero greenhouse 
gas emissions by 2050. 
SEC. 202. ENHANCED UNITED STATES COMMIT-

MENT TO THE PARIS AGREEMENT. 

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS REGARDING NEED 
FOR UPDATED UNITED STATES NATIONALLY 
DETERMINED CONTRIBUTION.—It is the sense 
of Congress that— 

(1) all parties determine their voluntary 
contributions to the Paris Agreement, in ac-
cordance with Article 4.2 of the Paris Agree-
ment; 

(2) the development and submission of a 
new United States’ nationally determined 
contribution should be prioritized, in accord-
ance with Article 4.9 of the Paris Agreement; 

(3) the new United States’ nationally de-
termined contribution should— 

(A) represent an ambitious 2030 target, in 
accordance with Articles 4.2 and 4.3 of the 
Paris Agreement; and 

(B) put the United States on an appro-
priate trajectory towards achieving net zero 
greenhouse gas emissions by 2050; and 

(4) the plan required under subsection (b) 
should— 

(A) be developed in accordance with Arti-
cle 4.13 of the Paris Agreement; 

(B) inform United States’ obligations 
under Article 13.7 of the Paris Agreement; 
and 

(C) clearly demonstrate how the United 
States will achieve the target referred to in 
paragraph (3). 

(b) PLAN FOR DEVELOPING THE UNITED 
STATES’ NATIONALLY DETERMINED CONTRIBU-
TION.—At least 20 days before the United 
States submits a new or provisional nation-
ally determined contribution, the President 
shall consult with, and provide embargoed 
drafts of the nationally determined contribu-
tion to, the appropriate congressional com-
mittees. 

(c) PUBLIC TRANSPARENCY.—The President 
shall make available to the public a plan for 
the United States to meet its nationally de-
termined contribution, which shall include— 

(1) ambitious, economy-wide, short-term 
greenhouse gas emissions reductions targets 
for 2025 and 2030, with relevant addenda to 
the plan following its initial submission; 

(2) considerations made for populations, re-
gions, industries, and constituencies that 
could be affected by actions to meet the tar-
gets described in paragraph (1) and the fail-
ure to meet such targets, including the effect 
of such actions on— 

(A) United States’ jobs, wages, and pay; 
(B) the cost of energy (such as electricity 

and gasoline) for consumers; and 
(C) the ability to develop and deploy new, 

innovative, domestically produced tech-
nologies; 

(3) a description of how the United States 
may use— 

(A) multilateral and bilateral diplomatic 
tools, in addition to the expert committee 
established under Article 15 of the Paris 
Agreement, to encourage and assist other 
parties to the Paris Agreement to fulfill 
their announced contributions; and 

(B) the mechanisms under Articles 12 and 
13 of the Paris Agreement to urge enhanced 
actions from other parties to achieve the 
overall objectives of the Paris Agreement; 

(4) a description of how the Paris Agree-
ment’s loss and damage provisions would af-
fect infrastructure resiliency in the United 
States; 

(5) a coherent and stable policy framework 
for sustainable enterprise development and 
decent work opportunities for all United 
States residents that— 

(A) is developed through engagement in so-
cial dialogue, particularly in— 

(i) communities that have historically ex-
perienced environmental injustice; and 

(ii) communities with economies that are 
heavily dependent on fossil fuel production 
or consumption; and 

(B) maintains such social dialogue, in line 
with international labor standards— 

(i) at all stages, from policy design to im-
plementation and evaluation; and 

(ii) at all levels, from the national level to 
the enterprise; and 

(6) an accounting of other relevant activi-
ties that advance United States foreign pol-
icy objectives of— 

(A) advancing global greenhouse gas miti-
gation; 

(B) supporting climate change adaptation 
activities; and 

(C) improving global climate security. 
(d) EDUCATION AND PUBLIC AWARENESS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The plan developed under 

subsection (c) shall be consistent with Arti-
cle 12 of the Paris Agreement, which states 
‘‘Parties shall cooperate in taking measures, 
as appropriate, to enhance climate change 
education, training, public awareness, public 
participation and public access to informa-
tion, recognizing the importance of these 
steps with respect to enhancing actions 
under this Agreement.’’. 

(2) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this 
Act may be construed to require or prohibit 
the President from including in the plan de-
veloped under subsection (b), consistent with 
the prohibition described in section 438 of 
the General Education Provisions Act (20 
U.S.C. 1232a), recommendations to support 

State and local educational agencies, in inte-
grating instruction on human-caused cli-
mate change and the societal, environ-
mental, and economic effects of such climate 
change into curricula taught in elementary 
and secondary schools under the control of 
such State and local educational agencies, in 
order to meet the goals and ambitions of the 
Paris Agreement to ensure climate edu-
cation and awareness in schools. 

(e) SENSE OF CONGRESS REGARDING THE AC-
COUNTABILITY OF PARTIES TO THE PARIS 
AGREEMENT.—It is the sense of Congress that 
the United States shall use its diplomatic le-
verage and the mechanisms of the Paris 
Agreement that promote transparency, re-
porting, and accountability among parties to 
seek to play critical leadership roles on the 
Paris Agreement’s critical working groups, 
subsidiary bodies, and constituted bodies— 

(1) to maximize the United States’ ability 
to hold other parties accountable for meet-
ing the commitments to the Paris Agree-
ment; and 

(2) to ensure that all parties commit to and 
meet ambitious greenhouse gas emissions re-
ductions targets. 
SEC. 203. SENSE OF CONGRESS REGARDING RATI-

FICATION OF THE KIGALI AMEND-
MENT TO THE MONTREAL PRO-
TOCOL. 

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the fol-
lowing: 

(1) The chemical refrigerant alternative, 
hydrofluorocarbon (HFC), and its chemical 
derivatives identified in Annex F of the Mon-
treal Protocol on Substances that Deplete 
the Ozone Layer, done at Montreal Sep-
tember 16, 1987, which replaced 
hydrochlorofluorocarbon (HCFC) and 
chlorofluorocarbon (CFC), are short-lived 
and highly potent greenhouse gases. 

(2) Some HFCs are 4,000 times more potent 
greenhouse gases than carbon dioxide. The 
expansion of mass production and worldwide 
use of HFCs have significantly contributed 
to the recent worsening of the global climate 
crisis. 

(3) In October 15, 2016, the parties at the 
28th Meeting of Parties to the Montreal Pro-
tocol, with the support of the United States, 
adopted an amendment (referred to in the 
Act as the ‘‘Kigali Amendment’’) to the Mon-
treal Protocol to globally phase down the 
production and application of 
hydrofluorocarbons, most commonly used as 
refrigerants in air conditioners and for cold 
storage. 

(4) The Kigali Amendment calls for parties 
to cut the production and consumption of 
HFCs by more than 80 percent during a 30- 
year period— 

(A) to eliminate an estimated 80,000,000,000 
metric tons of carbon dioxide equivalent 
emissions by 2050; and 

(B) to avoid up to 0.5 degree Celsius warm-
ing by the end of the century, while con-
tinuing to protect the ozone layer. 

(5) United States’ ratification of the Kigali 
Amendment will require the advice and con-
sent of the Senate. There is broad bipartisan 
support for the Kigali Amendment in the 
Senate, as evidenced by a letter sent by 13 
Republican senators to the President on 
June 4, 2018, urging the President to submit 
the Kigali Amendment to the Senate for ad-
vice and consent. 

(6) The Environmental Protection Agency 
received sufficient domestic legal authority 
to comply with the international obligations 
of the Kigali Amendment under title II of 
the Department of the Interior, Environ-
ment, and Related Agencies Appropriations 
Act, 2021 (division G of Public Law 116–260), 
which was enacted on December 27, 2020. 

(7) As of the date of the introduction of the 
Act, the President has not submitted the 
Kigali Amendment to the Senate for advice 
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and consent and the United States Govern-
ment has neither ratified nor implemented 
policies to comply with the Kigali Amend-
ment. 

(8) The Kigali Amendment, which has been 
ratified by 100 parties, entered into force on 
January 1, 2019. 

(9) Adoption of the Kigali Amendment and 
United States’ ratification of and compli-
ance with the Kigali Amendment is sup-
ported broadly by affected industry stake-
holders and environmental public interest 
organizations. 

(10) Industries in the United States that 
use and produce fluorocarbons— 

(A) contribute more than $158,000,000,000 
annually in goods and services to the econ-
omy of the United States; and 

(B) employ more than 700,000 individuals, 
with an annual industry-wide payroll of 
more than $32,000,000,000. 

(11) Foreign competitors to United States 
chemical refrigerant and refrigeration equip-
ment based and operating in countries that 
have ratified the Kigali Amendment and are 
implementing policies in compliance with 
the Kigali Amendment are gaining an advan-
tage on United States based industries in the 
manufacturing and used of next-generation 
chemicals and equipment. 

(12) The United States’ ratification of the 
Kigali Amendment— 

(A) would support and promote the techno-
logical leadership of the United States’ in-
dustries to lead global production and mar-
keting of replacement refrigerants and 
equipment in compliance with the Kigali 
Amendment; and 

(B) according to industry analysis, would 
potentially create approximately 33,000 new 
manufacturing jobs in the United States and 
add approximately $12,500,000,000 per year to 
the economy of the United States. 

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 
Congress that— 

(1) the President should immediately sub-
mit the Kigali Amendment to the Senate for 
advice and consent; and 

(2) the Senate should promptly provide its 
advice and consent on the Kigali Amend-
ment. 
SEC. 204. COMPLIANCE WITH THE CARBON OFF-

SET AND REDUCTION SCHEME FOR 
INTERNATIONAL AVIATION. 

The Administrator of the Federal Aviation 
Administration shall promulgate regulations 
establishing uniform policies and take other 
necessary actions to implement the terms of 
the Carbon Offset and Reduction Scheme for 
International Aviation (commonly known as 
‘‘CORSIA’’), which was adopted by Inter-
national Civil Aviation Organization in Oc-
tober 2016 as Assembly Resolution A39-3, and 
any amendments to such Resolution with 
which the United States concurs, as means 
to secure a single global carbon emissions 
market-based mechanism to facilitate the 
participation of operators of civil aircraft of 
the United States in international aviation. 
SEC. 205. SHORT-LIVED CLIMATE POLLUTANTS. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) HIGH-GWP HFC.—The term ‘‘high-GWP 

HFC’’ means newly manufactured 
hydrofluorocarbons with a global warming 
potential calculated over a 100-year period of 
greater than 150, as described in the Fifth 
Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change. 

(2) SHORT-LIVED CLIMATE POLLUTANTS.—The 
term ‘‘short-lived climate pollutants’’ 
means— 

(A) black carbon; 
(B) methane; and 
(C) high-GWP HFC. 
(b) IN GENERAL.—The President shall direct 

the United States representatives to appro-
priate international bodies and conferences 

(including the United Nations Environment 
Programme, the UNFCCC, the Montreal Pro-
tocol, the Arctic Council, the Group of 7, the 
Group of 20, the Organization for Economic 
Co-Operation and Development (OECD), the 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations, the 
Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation, the Arc-
tic Council, the Climate and Clean Air Coali-
tion on Short-Lived Climate Pollutants, and 
the Global Alliance for Climate-Smart Agri-
culture) to use the voice, vote, and influence 
of the United States, consistent with the 
broad foreign policy goals of the United 
States, to advocate that each such body or 
conference— 

(1) commit to significantly increasing ef-
forts to reduce short-lived climate pollut-
ants; 

(2) invest in and develop alternative energy 
sources, industrial and agricultural proc-
esses, appliances, and products to replace 
sources of short-lived climate pollutants; 

(3) enhance coordination with the private 
sector— 

(A) to increase production and distribution 
of clean energy alternatives, industrial proc-
esses, and products that will replace sources 
of short-lived climate pollutants; 

(B) to develop action plans to mitigate 
short-lived climate pollutants from various 
private sector operations; 

(C) to encourage best technology, methods, 
and management practices for reducing 
short-lived climate pollutants; 

(D) to craft specific financing mechanisms 
for the incremental costs associated with 
mitigating short-live climate pollutants; and 

(E) to grow economic opportunities and de-
velop markets, as appropriate, for short- 
lived climate pollutants trading, capture, 
and other efforts that support economic 
growth using low and zero carbon energy 
sources; 

(4) provide technical assistance to foreign 
regulatory authorities and governments to 
remove unnecessary barriers to investment 
in short-lived climate mitigation solutions, 
including— 

(A) the use of safe and affordable clean en-
ergy; 

(B) the implementation of policies requir-
ing industrial and agricultural best practices 
for capturing or mitigating the release of 
methane from extractive, agricultural, and 
industrial processes; and 

(C) climate assessment, scientific research, 
monitoring, and technological development 
activities; 

(5) develop and implement clear, account-
able, and metric-based targets to measure 
the effectiveness of projects described in 
paragraph (4); and 

(6) engage international partners in an ex-
isting multilateral forum (or, if necessary, 
establish through an international agree-
ment a new multilateral forum) to improve 
global cooperation for— 

(A) creating tangible metrics for evalu-
ating efforts to reduce short-lived climate 
pollutants; 

(B) developing and implementing best 
practices for phasing out sources of short- 
lived climate pollutants, including expand-
ing capacity for innovative instruments to 
mitigate short-lived climate pollutants at 
the national and subnational levels of for-
eign countries, particularly countries with 
little capacity to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions and deploy clean energy facilities, 
and countries that lack sufficient policies to 
advance such development; 

(C) encouraging the development of stand-
ards and practices, and increasing trans-
parency and accountability efforts for the re-
duction of short-lived climate pollutants; 

(D) integrating tracking and monitoring 
systems into industrial processes; 

(E) fostering research to improve scientific 
understanding of— 

(i) how high concentrations of short-lived 
climate pollutants affect human health, 
safety, and our climate; 

(ii) changes in the amount and regional 
concentrations of black carbon and methane 
emissions, based on scientific modeling and 
forecasting; 

(iii) effective means to sequester short- 
lived climate pollutants; and 

(iv) other related areas of research the 
United States representatives deem nec-
essary; 

(F) encouraging the World Bank, the Inter-
national Monetary Fund, and other inter-
national finance organizations— 

(i) to prioritize efforts to combat short- 
lived climate pollutants; and 

(ii) to enhance transparency by providing 
sufficient and adequate information to facili-
tate independent verification of their cli-
mate finance reporting; 

(G) encouraging observers of the Arctic 
Council (including India and China) to adopt 
mitigation plans consistent with the findings 
and recommendations of the Arctic Council’s 
Framework for Action on Black Carbon and 
Methane; 

(H) collaborating on technological ad-
vances in short-lived climate pollutant miti-
gation, sequestration and reduction tech-
nologies; and 

(I) advising foreign countries, at both the 
national and subnational levels, regarding 
the development and execution of regulatory 
policies, services, and laws pertaining to re-
ducing the creation and the collection and 
safe management of short-lived climate pol-
lutants. 

(c) ENHANCING INTERNATIONAL OUTREACH 
AND PARTNERSHIP OF UNITED STATES AGEN-
CIES INVOLVED IN GREENHOUSE GAS REDUC-
TIONS.— 

(1) FINDING.—Congress recognizes the suc-
cess of the United States Climate Alliance 
and the greenhouse gas reduction programs 
and strategies established by the Environ-
mental Protection Agency’s Center for Cor-
porate Climate Leadership. 

(2) AUTHORIZATION OF EFFORTS TO BUILD 
FOREIGN PARTNERSHIPS.—The Secretary of 
State shall work with the Administrator of 
the Environmental Protection Agency to 
build partnerships, as appropriate, with the 
governments of foreign countries and to sup-
port international efforts to reduce short- 
lived climate pollutants and combat climate 
change. 

(d) NEGOTIATION OF NEW INTERNATIONAL 
AGREEMENTS AND REASSERTION OF TARGETS 
IN EXISTING AGREEMENTS.—Not later than 1 
year after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, the Secretary of State shall submit a 
report to Congress that— 

(1) assesses the potential for negotiating 
new international agreements, new targets 
within existing international agreements or 
cooperative bodies, and the creation of a new 
international forum to mitigate globally 
short-lived climate pollutants to support the 
efforts described in subsection (b); 

(2) describes the provisions that could be 
included in such agreements; 

(3) assesses potential parties to such agree-
ments; 

(4) describes a process for reengaging with 
Canada and Mexico regarding the methane 
targets agreed to at the 2016 North American 
Leaders’ Summit; and 

(5) describes a process for reengaging with 
the countries of the Arctic Council regarding 
the methane and black carbon targets that 
were negotiated in 2015 through the Frame-
work for Action. 

(e) CONSIDERATION OF SHORT-LIVED CLIMATE 
POLLUTANTS IN NEGOTIATING INTERNATIONAL 
AGREEMENTS.—In negotiating any relevant 
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international agreement with any country or 
countries after the date of the enactment of 
this Act, the President shall— 

(1) consider the impact short-lived climate 
pollutants are having on the increase in 
global average temperatures and the result-
ing global climate change; 

(2) consider the effects that climate change 
is having on the environment; and 

(3) ensure that the agreement strengthens 
efforts to eliminate short-lived climate pol-
lutants from such country or countries. 

SEC. 206. INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION RE-
GARDING CLEAN TRANSPORTATION 
AND SUSTAINABLE LAND USE AND 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT. 

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the fol-
lowing: 

(1) Agriculture, forestry, and other land 
use accounted for 24 percent of global green-
house gas emissions during 2010, which— 

(A) is caused primarily from agriculture 
(cultivation of crops and livestock) and de-
forestation; and 

(B) does not take into account the carbon 
dioxide that ecosystems remove from the at-
mosphere by sequestering carbon in biomass, 
dead organic matter, and soils, which offset 
approximately 20 percent of emissions from 
this sector. 

(2) The transportation sector accounts for 
14 percent of global gas emissions and 28 per-
cent of the United States’ greenhouse gas 
emissions. 

(3) According to the National Center for 
Biotechnology Information’s report, ‘‘Na-
tional Mitigation Potential from Natural 
Climate Solutions in the Tropics’’— 

(A) better land stewardship is needed to 
achieve the Paris Agreement’s temperature 
goal of holding the increase of global average 
temperatures well below 2 degrees Celsius, 
particularly in the tropics; 

(B) as countries enhance their nationally 
determined contributions, confusion persists 
about the potential contribution of better 
land stewardship to meeting such goal; 

(C) in 50 percent of the tropical countries, 
cost-effective natural climate solutions 
could mitigate more than 50 percent of na-
tional emissions; 

(D) in more than 25 percent of the tropical 
countries, cost effective natural climate so-
lutions potential is greater than national 
emissions; and 

(E) natural climate solutions can trans-
form national economies and contribute to 
sustainable development goals. 

(4) According to the International Energy 
Agency— 

(A) global transport emissions increased by 
less than 0.5 percent in 2019 (compared with 
an average annual increase of 1.9 percent 
since 2000), owing to efficiency improve-
ments, electrification, and greater use of 
biofuels; 

(B) transportation is responsible for 24 per-
cent of direct carbon dioxide emissions from 
fossil fuel combustion; 

(C) electric car deployment has grown rap-
idly since 2010, with the global stock of elec-
tric passenger cars passing 5,000,000 in 2018 
(an increase of 63 percent from the previous 
year); 

(D) in 2018— 
(i) approximately 45 percent of all electric 

cars on the road were in China; 
(ii) approximately 24 percent of such cars 

were in Europe; and 
(iii) approximately 22 percent of such cars 

were in the United States; 
(E) existing measures to increase effi-

ciency and reduce energy demand must be 
deepened and extended for compliance with 
the Sustainable Development Scenario of the 
International Energy Agency’s World Energy 
Model; 

(F) prior to the COVID–19 pandemic, emis-
sions from aviation and shipping were in-
creasing faster than all other transportation 
modes; and 

(G) energy demand and emissions have con-
tinued to rise in all modes of road transport 
(cars, trucks, buses, and 2- and 3-wheelers), 
particularly in heavy-duty road freight 
transport, which account for 75 percent of 
global transportation sector emissions. 

(5) The worldwide market share of sport 
utility vehicles rose 15 percentage points be-
tween 2014 and 2019, and now comprises 40 
percent of the global light-duty vehicle mar-
ket. 

(6) China is the world’s largest automobile 
market, with more than 23,700,000 light vehi-
cles sold in China in 2018. As China’s road 
network rapidly continues to expand, the 
number of vehicle miles traveled per capita 
will most likely lead to growth in China’s 
transportation sector carbon dioxide emis-
sions. 

(7) Even with India’s advancement of poli-
cies to promote electric vehicles and 
biofuels— 

(A) India relies heavily on oil, and com-
prises 29 percent of India’s total energy con-
sumption; 

(B) prior to the COVID–19 pandemic, India 
was the world’s fastest growing aviation 
market, with passenger numbers for domes-
tic and international flights doubling since 
2010; 

(C) India is planning to build 100 new air-
ports between 2020 and 2035, and industry an-
alysts have projected up to 520,000,000 Indian 
air travelers annually by 2037; and 

(D) the World Health Organization reports 
that 15 of the cities worldwide with the worst 
air pollution are in India, largely due to 
urban vehicle emissions. 

(8) In 2013, Mexico became the first vehicle 
market in Latin America to establish fuel 
economy or carbon dioxide emissions stand-
ards. 

(9) The Department of State, the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration, and 
the Environmental Protection Agency do not 
have a program in place to encourage other 
countries to adopt standards that are com-
patible with United States fuel economy and 
emissions standards. 

(10) Many countries adopt European emis-
sions standards rather than United States 
standards, in part because of European diplo-
matic engagement, disadvantaging United 
States automakers in international markets. 

(b) STATEMENT OF POLICY.—It is the policy 
of the United States to partner, consult, and 
coordinate with foreign governments, civil 
society, international financial institutions, 
subnational communities, agribusiness and 
automobile industry leaders, and the private 
sector in a concerted effort— 

(1) to raise awareness of— 
(A) the greenhouse gas emission contribu-

tions from agriculture, forestry, other land 
uses, and the transportation sector to the 
annual total of anthropogenic greenhouse 
gas emissions globally; and 

(B) the importance of working coopera-
tively on the development of multi-faceted 
and country specific policies and strategies— 

(i) to effectively reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions from agriculture, forestry, other 
land uses, and the transportation sector; and 

(ii) to promote economic growth, opportu-
nities, sustainable land management, and eq-
uitable access to mobility, transportation 
services, and resources among all popu-
lations; 

(2) to mitigate land use sector emissions 
through enhanced land use planning, sus-
tainable agriculture practices, sustainable 
forest management, and community-led con-
servation and development and other natural 
climate solutions; 

(3) to use the voice and vote of the United 
States in multilateral institutions to ad-
vance international efforts to advance sus-
tainable land-use planning, climate-smart 
agriculture, sustainable forest management, 
and community-led conservation and devel-
opment; 

(4) to improve the reliability and sustain-
ability of transportation systems, particu-
larly in developing countries, through a 
focus on mitigating carbon emissions, im-
proving health and safety outcomes through 
improved land use and community design, 
and improved mobility for all populations; 

(5) to promote collaboration regarding 
international research and development in— 

(A) zero-emission vehicles; 
(B) sustainable urban development and 

smart growth; and 
(C) advanced low carbon biofuels for trans-

portation; 
(6) to facilitate and support the ability of 

parties to the Paris Agreement to more ac-
curately monitor, record, and report trans-
portation sector emissions; 

(7) to develop greater cooperation among 
parties for strengthening the rules and ambi-
tion of the Paris Agreement’s mitigation 
targets for transportation sector emissions; 

(8) to improve the structural integrity of 
critical transportation infrastructure to 
withstand current and forecasted effects of 
climate change and support community re-
silience, improved access to jobs, and adapt-
ability to the effects of climate change; and 

(9) to explore new opportunities or seek en-
hanced initiatives within existing multilat-
eral and bilateral agreements to develop 
mechanisms and policies for reducing trans-
portation sector greenhouse gas emissions. 

(c) INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION.—In imple-
menting the policy described in subsection 
(b), the President should direct the United 
States representatives to appropriate inter-
national bodies to use the influence of the 
United States, consistent with the broad for-
eign policy goals of the United States, to ad-
vocate that each such body— 

(1) promote transportation sector invest-
ment in— 

(A) electric vehicles and other low and zero 
carbon transportation technologies; and 

(B) sustainable land use development that 
incorporates— 

(i) multi-modal transportation designs 
aimed at reducing— 

(I) traffic congestion; 
(II) carbon emissions from motor vehicles; 
(III) travel times between high volume des-

tinations within a community; 
(IV) vehicle crashes and other threats to 

motorist and pedestrian safety; and 
(V) stormwater runoff from impervious 

road surfaces, vehicle conflicts with wildlife, 
habitat destruction, and other forms of envi-
ronmental degradation commonly associated 
with roads and motor vehicles; 

(ii) multi-use community designs and 
dense development that accounts for locat-
ing residential development near essential 
goods, services, and job opportunities (to re-
duce individual reliance of motorized per-
sonal transportation); 

(iii) transportation systems designed— 
(I) to maximize the safety of all users; and 
(II) to reduce the probability of motorized 

vehicle crashes, including motorized vehicle 
crashes that injure or kill pedestrians and 
bicyclists; 

(2) strive to improve mobility by advancing 
equitable access to transportation services 
among all populations, particularly histori-
cally underserved or marginalized popu-
lations and communities; 

(3) improve environmental quality and 
community health outcomes through— 
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(A) safer and more efficient multi-modal 

transportation systems that reduce vehicle 
pollution and congestion; 

(B) reductions in the amount of impervious 
surfaces; and 

(C) integration of safe pedestrian and bicy-
cling infrastructure; 

(4) addresses unique transportation and 
economic needs of countries’ diverse popu-
lations and communities in ways that also 
support a country’s achievement of ambi-
tious greenhouse gas mitigation commit-
ments; 

(5) enhance coordination and engagement 
with private sector stakeholders; 

(6) provide technical assistance to foreign 
regulatory authorities and governments to 
remove barriers to investment in transpor-
tation systems, infrastructure and electric 
vehicles and low and zero carbon fuels; and 

(7) use clear, accountable, and metric- 
based targets to measure the effectiveness of 
such projects. 

(d) VEHICLE FUEL ECONOMY AND CO2 EMIS-
SIONS DIPLOMACY INITIATIVE.— 

(1) DEVELOPMENT.—The Secretary of State, 
in consultation with the Secretary of Com-
merce, the Secretary of Transportation, the 
Secretary of the Treasury, and the Adminis-
trator of the Environmental Protection 
Agency, shall develop a Vehicle Fuel Econ-
omy and CO2 Emissions Diplomacy Initiative 
to promote the worldwide adoption of vehi-
cle fuel economy and vehicle carbon dioxide 
emissions standards that are compatible 
with United States standards. 

(2) RESPONSIBILITIES AND DUTIES.— 
(A) DIPLOMATIC EFFORTS.—The Secretary of 

State shall lead diplomatic efforts to encour-
age foreign governments to adopt vehicle 
fuel economy standards and vehicle carbon 
dioxide emissions standards. 

(B) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—The Adminis-
trator of the National Highway Traffic Safe-
ty Administration and the Administrator of 
the Environmental Protection Agency shall 
provide technical assistance to other coun-
tries to help such countries to develop new 
standards, testing regimes, and compliance 
strategies. 

(3) PROGRAM SCOPE.—The Vehicle Fuel 
Economy and CO2 Emissions Diplomacy Ini-
tiative should— 

(A) have the goal of reducing oil consump-
tion by at least 2,000,000 barrels per day by 
2030, in addition to the reduction anticipated 
by the implementation of standards in exist-
ence as of the date of the enactment of this 
Act; 

(B) include input in developing the pro-
gram from leaders in United States industry; 
and 

(C) focus special attention on Latin Amer-
ica. 
SEC. 207. SENSE OF CONGRESS ON UNITED 

STATES REENGAGEMENT WITH THE 
GROUP OF SEVEN AND THE GROUP 
OF TWENTY ON CLIMATE ACTION. 

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the fol-
lowing: 

(1) President Trump has abstained from 
several heads of state meetings on climate 
action and cooperation with the heads of 
state from countries comprising the Group of 
Seven (referred to in this section as the 
‘‘G7’’) and the Group of Twenty (referred to 
in this section as the ‘‘G20’’). 

(2) The G7 summit held in Charlevoix, Que-
bec in June 2018 produced a climate action 
communique that was signed by the heads of 
state from Canada, France, Germany, Italy, 
Japan, and the United Kingdom, but was not 
signed by the United States. 

(3) The G7 climate action communique 
states, ‘‘Canada, France, Germany, Italy, 
Japan, the United Kingdom, and the Euro-
pean Union reaffirm their strong commit-
ment to implement the Paris Agreement, 

through ambitious climate action, in par-
ticular through reducing emissions while 
stimulating innovation, enhancing adaptive 
capacity, strengthening and financing resil-
ience and reducing vulnerability; as well as 
ensuring a just transition, including increas-
ing efforts to mobilize climate finance from 
a wide variety of sources.’’. 

(4) In 2019, the United States blocked the 
G7 from making any new or additional com-
mitments on climate change, to the ex-
pressed disappointment and frustration of 
the other six heads of state. 

(5) The G7, without the active participa-
tion of the United States, continues to work 
together to fulfill clean energy commit-
ments on initiatives such as the 2014 Rome 
Initiative for Energy Security, the 2015 Ham-
burg Initiative for Sustainable Energy Secu-
rity, the 2016 Kitakyushu Initiative on En-
ergy Security for Global Growth, and the Af-
rica Renewable Energy Initiative. However, 
United States objections to global coopera-
tive climate action have prevented the G7 
from undertaking new clean energy and cli-
mate action initiatives in recent years. 

(6) The 2018 Buenos Aires Leaders Declara-
tion by the G20— 

(A) recognizes the risks that climate 
change poses to global security, global 
health, and economic development; and 

(B) affirms the significance of the Paris 
Agreement. 

(7) The United States insisted on the inclu-
sion of a statement in the G20 Buenos Aires 
Leaders Declaration, for which the United 
States was the only subscriber, expressing 
dissenting opinions on international climate 
action cooperation and equivocation on ‘‘uti-
lizing all energy sources and technologies, 
while protecting the environment’’. 

(8) In 2019, the G20 narrowly avoided con-
cluding without a leaders’ declaration, when 
the President unsuccessfully tried to pres-
sure the other 19 heads of state to weaken 
commitments on combating climate change 
in the 2019 G20 Osaka Leaders Declaration, 
leaving the United States to provide a dis-
senting provision articulating its outlier po-
sition on climate action in the Declaration. 

(b) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 60 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the President, acting through the Secretary 
of State, shall initiate a China-focused agen-
da at the G7, with respect to— 

(1) trade and investment issues and en-
forcement; 

(2) establishing and promulgating inter-
national infrastructure standards; 

(3) the erosion of democracy in Hong Kong; 
(4) human rights concerns in Xinjiang, 

Tibet, and other areas in the People’s Repub-
lic of China; 

(5) the security of 5G telecommunications; 
(6) anti-competitive behavior; 
(7) coercive and indentured international 

finance and conditional provision of foreign 
assistance; 

(8) international influence campaigns; 
(9) climate change; 
(10) China’s domestic and international in-

vestments in new coal power plants; 
(11) environmental standards; and 
(12) coordination with like-minded regional 

partners, including the Republic of Korea 
and Australia. 

(c) BRIEFING ON PROGRESS OF NEGOTIA-
TIONS.—Not later than 1 year after the date 
of the enactment of this Act, the President 
shall provide a briefing to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations of the Senate and the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs of the House 
of Representatives regarding the progress of 
any negotiations described in subsection (b). 

(d) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 
Congress that the United States should— 

(1) in the next G7 communique and G20 
Leaders’ Declaration— 

(A) renounce the United States contrarian 
positions on climate change expressed in the 
2018 and 2019 official documents of the G7 and 
G20 summits; 

(B) renew its commitment to climate co-
operation and support for fulfilling the goals 
of the Paris Agreement in the context of the 
G7 and the G20; 

(C) lead efforts to formalize new mecha-
nisms and commitments to climate action 
cooperation between the heads of state of the 
G7 and of the G20, which are aimed at— 

(i) increasing ambition on greenhouse gas 
mitigation; and 

(ii) strengthening support for climate fi-
nance in developing countries, particularly 
countries that are most vulnerable to the ef-
fects of climate change; and 

(D) challenge the heads of state of the G7 
and the G20 to leverage private financing and 
increase grants and official development as-
sistance in clean energy and sustainable de-
velopment projects in their own countries 
and in developing countries, especially coun-
tries that are most vulnerable to the effects 
of climate change; and 

(2) initiate the China-focused agenda de-
scribed in subsection (b) at the G7. 

TITLE III—CLIMATE CHANGE 
DEVELOPMENT FINANCE AND SUPPORT 

SEC. 301. INTERNATIONAL CLIMATE CHANGE AD-
APTATION, MITIGATION, AND SECU-
RITY PROGRAM. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) CONVENTION.—The term ‘‘Convention’’ 

means the United Nations Framework Con-
vention on Climate Change, done at New 
York May 9, 1992, and entered into force 
March 21, 1994. 

(2) MOST VULNERABLE COMMUNITIES AND 
POPULATIONS.—The term ‘‘most vulnerable 
communities and populations’’ means com-
munities and populations that are at risk of 
substantial adverse effects of climate change 
and have limited capacity to respond to such 
effects, including women, impoverished com-
munities, children, indigenous peoples, and 
formal and informal workers. 

(3) MOST VULNERABLE DEVELOPING COUN-
TRIES.—The term ‘‘most vulnerable devel-
oping countries’’ means, as determined by 
the Administrator of the United States 
Agency for International Development, de-
veloping countries that are at risk of sub-
stantial adverse effects of climate change 
and have limited capacity to respond to such 
effects, considering the approaches included 
in any international treaties and agree-
ments. 

(4) PROGRAM.—The term ‘‘Program’’ means 
the International Climate Change Adapta-
tion, Mitigation, and Security Program es-
tablished pursuant to subsection (c). 

(b) PURPOSE.—The purpose of this section 
is to provide authorities for additional, new, 
current, and ongoing bilateral and regional 
international development assistance, and, 
as appropriate, to leverage private resources, 
in support of host country driven projects, 
planning, policies, and initiatives designed 
to improve the ability of host countries— 

(1) to primarily produce reliable renewable 
energy and reduce or mitigate carbon emis-
sions from the power sector while facili-
tating the transition in key global markets 
from electricity generated from fossil fuel 
power to low-cost clean energy sources, in a 
manner that is equitable for workers and 
communities; 

(2) to adapt and become more resilient to 
current and forecasted effects of climate 
change; and 

(3) to employ— 
(A) sustainable land use practices that 

mitigate desertification and reduce green-
house gas emissions from deforestation and 
forest degradation; and 
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(B) agricultural production practices that 

reduce poverty while improving soil health, 
protecting water quality, and increasing food 
security and nutrition. 

(c) ESTABLISHMENT OF PROGRAM.—The Sec-
retary of State, in coordination with the 
Secretary of the Treasury and the Adminis-
trator of the United States Agency for Inter-
national Development, shall establish a pro-
gram, to be known as the ‘‘International Cli-
mate Change Adaptation, Mitigation, and 
Security Program’’, to provide bilateral and 
regional assistance to developing countries 
for programs, projects, and activities de-
scribed in subsection (e). 

(d) SUPPLEMENT NOT SUPPLANT.—Assist-
ance provided under this section shall be 
used to supplement, and not to supplant, any 
other Federal, State, or local resources 
available to carry out activities that fit the 
characteristics of the Program. 

(e) POLICY.—It shall be the policy of the 
United States to ensure that the Program 
provides resources to developing countries, 
particularly the most vulnerable commu-
nities and populations in such countries, to 
support the development and implementa-
tion of programs, projects, and activities 
that— 

(1) reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
through the integration and deployment of 
clean energy, which may include trans-
mission, distribution, and interconnections 
to renewable energy, while facilitating the 
transition in key global markets from elec-
tricity generated from fossil fuel power to 
low-cost renewable energy sources, in a man-
ner that is equitable for workers and com-
munities; 

(2) advance the use of clean energy tech-
nologies facing financial or other barriers to 
widespread deployment that could be ad-
dressed through support under the Program 
to reduce, sequester, or avoid greenhouse gas 
emissions; 

(3) improve the availability, viability, and 
accessibility of zero emission vehicles, in-
cluding support for design and development 
of transportation networks and land use 
practices that mitigate carbon emissions in 
the transportation sector; 

(4) support building capacities that may in-
clude— 

(A) developing and implementing meth-
odologies and programs for measuring and 
quantifying greenhouse gas emissions and 
verifying emissions mitigation, including 
building capacities to conduct emissions in-
ventories and meet reporting requirements 
under the Paris Agreement; 

(B) assessing, developing, and imple-
menting technology and policy options for 
greenhouse gas emissions mitigation and 
avoidance of future emissions, including sec-
tor-based and cross-sector mitigation strate-
gies; 

(C) enhancing the technical capacity of 
regulatory authorities, planning agencies, 
and related institutions in developing coun-
tries to improve the deployment of clean en-
ergy technologies and practices, including 
through increased transparency; 

(D) training and instruction regarding the 
installation and maintenance of renewable 
energy technologies; and 

(E) activities that support the development 
and implementation of frameworks for intel-
lectual property rights in developing coun-
tries; 

(5) improve resilience, sustainable eco-
nomic growth, and adaptation capacities in 
response to and in spite of the effects of cli-
mate change; 

(6) promote appropriate job training and 
access to new job opportunities in new eco-
nomic sectors and industries that emerge 
due to the transition from fossil fuel energy 
to clean energy, with full labor protections 

in accordance with international labor 
standards; 

(7) reduce the vulnerability and increase 
the resilience capacities of communities to 
the effects of climate change, including ef-
fects on— 

(A) water availability; 
(B) agricultural productivity and food se-

curity; 
(C) flood risk; 
(D) coastal resources; 
(E) biodiversity; 
(F) economic livelihoods; 
(G) health and diseases; 
(H) housing and shelter; and 
(I) human migration; 
(8) help countries and communities adapt 

to changes in the environment through en-
hanced community planning, preparedness, 
and growth strategies that take into account 
current and forecasted regional and localized 
effects of climate change; 

(9) conserve and restore natural resources, 
ecosystems, and biodiversity threatened by 
the effects of climate change to ensure such 
resources, ecosystems, and biodiversity are 
healthy and continue to provide natural pro-
tections from the effects of climate change 
such as extreme weather; 

(10) provide resources, information, sci-
entific data and modeling, innovative best 
practices, and technical assistance to sup-
port vulnerable developing countries and 
communities adapt their economies, commu-
nities, and security planning efforts to the 
effects of climate change; 

(11) promote sustainable and climate-resil-
ient societies, including through improve-
ments to make critical infrastructure less 
vulnerable to the effects of climate change; 

(12) encourage the adoption of policies and 
measures, including sector-based and cross- 
sector policies and measures, that substan-
tially reduce, sequester, or avoid greenhouse 
gas emissions from the domestic energy and 
transportation sectors of developing coun-
tries; 

(13) reduce deforestation and land degrada-
tion to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and 
implement sustainable forestry practices; 

(14) promote sustainable land use activi-
ties, including supporting development plan-
ning, design, and construction with respect 
to transportation systems and land use that 
incorporates— 

(A) multi-modal transportation designs 
aimed at reducing— 

(i) traffic congestion; 
(ii) carbon emissions from motor vehicles; 
(iii) travel times between high volume des-

tinations within a community; 
(iv) motor vehicle crashes and other 

threats to motorist and pedestrian safety; 
and 

(v) stormwater runoff from impervious 
road surfaces, motor vehicle conflicts with 
wildlife, habitat destruction, and other 
forms of environmental degradation com-
monly associated with roads and motor vehi-
cles; 

(B) multi-use community designs and 
dense development that account for locating 
residential development near essential 
goods, services, and job opportunities to re-
duce individual reliance on motorized per-
sonal transportation; 

(C) transportation systems designed to— 
(i) maximize the safety of all users; 
(ii) improve mobility by advancing equi-

table access to transportation services 
among all populations, particularly histori-
cally underserved or marginalized popu-
lations and communities; and 

(iii) reduce the probability of vehicle 
crashes and pedestrian and bicyclist injuries 
and mortalities; 

(15) promote sustainable agricultural prac-
tices that mitigate carbon emissions, con-

serve soil, and improve food and water secu-
rity of communities; 

(16) foster partnerships with private sector 
entities and nongovernmental international 
development organizations to assist with de-
veloping solutions and economic opportuni-
ties that support projects, planning, policies, 
and initiatives described in subsection (b); 

(17) provide technical assistance and 
strengthen capacities of developing coun-
tries to meet the goals of the conditional na-
tionally determined contributions of those 
countries; 

(18) establish investment channels de-
signed to leverage private sector financing 
in— 

(A) clean energy; 
(B) sustainable agriculture and natural re-

source management; and 
(C) the transportation sector as described 

in paragraph (3); and 
(19) provide technical assistance and sup-

port for non-extractive activities that pro-
vide alternative economic growth opportuni-
ties while preserving critical habitats and 
natural carbon sinks. 

(f) PROVISION OF ASSISTANCE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator of the 

United States Agency for International De-
velopment, under the direction of the Sec-
retary of State, and in consultation with the 
Secretary of the Treasury and, as appro-
priate, the Administrator of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency, the Secretary of 
Energy, and the Secretary of Agriculture, 
shall provide assistance under the Program— 

(A) in the form of bilateral assistance pur-
suant to the requirements under subsection 
(g); 

(B) to multilateral funds or international 
institutions with programs for climate miti-
gation or adaptation in developing countries 
consistent with the policy described in sub-
section (e); or 

(C) through a combination of the mecha-
nisms specified in subparagraphs (A) and (B). 

(2) LIMITATION.— 
(A) CONDITIONAL DISTRIBUTION TO MULTI-

LATERAL FUNDS OR INTERNATIONAL INSTITU-
TIONS.—In any fiscal year, the Administrator 
of the United States Agency for Inter-
national Development, under the direction of 
the Secretary of State, may provide up to 40 
percent of the assistance available to carry 
out the Program to 1 or more multilateral 
funds or international institutions that meet 
the requirements of subparagraph (B). 

(B) MULTILATERAL FUND OR INTERNATIONAL 
INSTITUTION ELIGIBILITY.—A multilateral 
fund or international institution is eligible 
to receive assistance under subparagraph 
(A)— 

(i) if— 
(I) such fund or institution is established 

pursuant to— 
(aa) the Convention; or 
(bb) an agreement negotiated under the 

Convention; or 
(II) the assistance is directed to 1 or more 

multilateral funds or international develop-
ment institutions, pursuant to an agreement 
negotiated under the Convention; and 

(ii) if such fund or institution— 
(I) specifies the terms and conditions under 

which the United States is to provide assist-
ance to the fund or institution, and under 
which the fund or institution is to provide 
assistance to recipient countries; 

(II) ensures that assistance from the 
United States to the fund or institution and 
the principal and income of the fund or insti-
tution are disbursed only— 

(aa) to support projects, planning, policies, 
and initiatives described in subsection (b); 

(bb) consistent with the policy described in 
subsection (e); and 
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(cc) in regular consultation with relevant 

governing bodies of the fund or institution 
that— 

(AA) include representation from countries 
among the most vulnerable developing coun-
tries; and 

(BB) provide public access. 
(C) CONGRESSIONAL NOTIFICATION.—The Sec-

retary of State, the Administrator of the 
United States Agency for International De-
velopment, or the Secretary of the Treasury 
shall notify the appropriate congressional 
committees not later than 15 days before 
providing assistance to a multilateral fund 
or international institution under this sub-
section. 

(3) LOCAL CONSULTATIONS.—Programs, 
projects, and activities supported by assist-
ance provided under this subsection shall re-
quire consultations with local communities, 
particularly the most vulnerable commu-
nities and populations in such communities, 
and indigenous peoples in areas in which any 
programs, projects, or activities are planned 
to engage such communities and peoples 
through adequate disclosure of information, 
public participation, consultation, and the 
free prior and informed consent of such peo-
ples, including full consideration of the 
interdependence of vulnerable communities 
and ecosystems to promote the resilience of 
local communities. 

(g) BILATERAL ASSISTANCE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Except to the extent in-

consistent with this subsection, the adminis-
trative authorities under the Foreign Assist-
ance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2151 et seq.) shall 
apply to the implementation of this sub-
section to the same extent and in the same 
manner as such authorities apply to the im-
plementation of such Act in order to provide 
the Administrator of the United States 
Agency for International Development with 
the authority to provide assistance to coun-
tries, including the most vulnerable devel-
oping countries, for programs, projects, and 
activities consistent with the purposes de-
scribed in subsection (b) and the policy de-
scribed in subsection (e). 

(2) CONSIDERATIONS.—In carrying out this 
subsection, the Administrator shall ensure 
that— 

(A) the environmental impact of proposed 
programs, projects, and activities is assessed 
through adequate consultation, public par-
ticipation, and disclosure of information; 
and 

(B) programs, projects, and activities 
under this subsection— 

(i) avoid environmental degradation, to the 
maximum extent practicable; and 

(ii) are aligned, to the maximum extent 
practicable, with broader development, pov-
erty alleviation, or natural resource manage-
ment objectives and initiatives in the recipi-
ent country. 

(3) COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT.—The Admin-
istrator shall seek to ensure that— 

(A) local communities, particularly the 
most vulnerable communities and popu-
lations in areas in which any programs, 
projects, or activities are carried out under 
this subsection, are engaged in the design, 
implementation, monitoring, and evaluation 
of such programs, projects, and activities 
through disclosure of information, public 
participation, and consultation; and 

(B) the needs and interests of the most vul-
nerable communities and populations are ad-
dressed in national or regional climate 
change adaptation plans. 

(4) CONSULTATION AND DISCLOSURE.—For 
each country receiving assistance under this 
subsection, the Administrator shall establish 
a process for consultation with, and disclo-
sure of information to, local, national, and 
international stakeholders regarding any 

programs, projects, or activities carried out 
under this subsection. 

(h) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section $2,000,000,000 for fiscal 
year 2022 and each fiscal year thereafter. 
SEC. 302. UNITED STATES CONTRIBUTIONS TO 

THE GREEN CLIMATE FUND. 
(a) UNITED STATES CONTRIBUTIONS.—On be-

half of the United States, the Secretary of 
the Treasury and the Secretary of State— 

(1) shall jointly coordinate contributions 
to the Green Climate Fund; and 

(2) may contribute to the Green Climate 
Fund, in addition to the amounts authorized 
under subsection (d), additional amounts 
from other relevant foreign assistance ac-
counts. 

(b) LIMITS ON COUNTRY ACCESS.—The Sec-
retary of the Treasury shall use the voice, 
vote, and influence of the United States to 
ensure that— 

(1) the Fund does not provide more than 
approximately 15 percent of the resources of 
the Fund to any one country; 

(2) each country that receives amounts 
from the Fund submits to the governing 
body of the Fund an investment plan that 
describes how— 

(A) energy efficiency or production 
projects will achieve significant and lasting 
reductions in national-level greenhouse gas 
emissions; and 

(B) adaptation projects will— 
(i) provide long-term enhancements to na-

tional and food security; 
(ii) protect lives and livelihoods; 
(iii) ensure lasting access to freshwater re-

sources; or 
(iv) advance public health outcomes; and 
(3) in the case of a country that is not clas-

sified by the World Bank as having a low-in-
come economy, provides for not less than 15 
percent of the total cost of the plan to be 
contributed from the public funds of the 
country. 

(c) PROJECT AND PROGRAM REQUIRE-
MENTS.—The Secretary of the Treasury, in 
consultation with the Secretary of State, 
shall use the voice, vote, and influence of the 
United States to ensure that support from 
the Fund is used exclusively to support the 
deployment by developing countries of clean 
energy technologies and the development of 
projects that improve the resilience capac-
ities and ability of countries to adapt to the 
effects of climate change, including, as ap-
propriate, through the provision of technical 
support or support for policy or institutional 
reforms. 

(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—In 
addition to the amounts authorized to be ap-
propriated under section 301(h), there are au-
thorized to be appropriated for contributions 
to the Green Climate Fund— 

(1) $4,000,000,000 for fiscal year 2022; 
(2) $4,000,000,000 for fiscal year 2023; 
(3) $2,000,000,000 for fiscal year 2024; and 
(4) $2,000,000,000 for fiscal year 2025. 
(e) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 

240 days after the date of the enactment of 
this Act, and annually thereafter, the Sec-
retary of the Treasury shall submit to the 
appropriate congressional committees a re-
port describing— 

(1) the purpose of and progress on each 
project supported by the Fund; and 

(2) how each such project furthers the in-
vestment plan described in subsection (b)(2) 
of each country in which the project is im-
plemented. 
SEC. 303. SENSE OF CONGRESS ON UNITED 

STATES ENGAGEMENTS AT THE 
WORLD ECONOMIC FORUM. 

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the fol-
lowing: 

(1) In 2020, the World Economic Forum (re-
ferred to in this section as the ‘‘WEF’’) in 

Davos, Switzerland, put addressing the cli-
mate crisis at the top of its agenda. World 
and business leaders reinforced the need for 
urgent action to avoid human destruction 
from the clear and present climate crisis. 

(2) At the 2020 annual meeting of the WEF, 
the President, accompanied by the Secretary 
of the Treasury, delivered a contrarian mes-
sage, claiming, ‘‘To embrace the possibilities 
of tomorrow, we must reject the perennial 
prophets of doom and their predictions of the 
apocalypse.’’. 

(3) Nevertheless, the WEF, without support 
from the United States, announced climate 
initiatives on sustainable markets, reaching 
carbon neutrality on insurance investment 
portfolios, decarbonizing the automotive sec-
tor through circular economies, and 
transitioning to healthier, more sustainable 
food systems. 

(4) The one initiative the United States did 
agree to join is the Trillion Tree Campaign, 
which aims to grow, restore, and conserve 1 
trillion trees by 2030. 

(5) The President’s dismissal of the threat 
climate change poses to economic growth 
and global security has isolated the United 
States from the 117 represented countries at 
the WEF that support its climate agenda and 
are accelerating their national commitments 
in other international fora to address cli-
mate change. 

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 
Congress that at the 2021 WEF, or at an ap-
propriate time and venue as early as possible 
in 2021— 

(1) the Secretary of State should commit 
to restoring diplomatic engagement and co-
operation on mobilizing investment and sup-
port for growing the global economy while 
achieving net zero global greenhouse gas 
emissions by 2050; 

(2) the Secretary of the Treasury should 
announce— 

(A) the intention of the United States Gov-
ernment to divest from future investment 
and support for fossil fuel energy and extrac-
tion projects in developing countries; and 

(B) the establishment of an international 
clean energy private finance fund to support 
the development of large-scale renewable en-
ergy projects in middle income countries; 

(3) the Chief Executive Officer of the 
United States International Development Fi-
nance Corporation should commit to— 

(A) divesting the United States Inter-
national Development Finance Corporation 
from future fossil fuel energy development 
and extraction projects; and 

(B) investing a significant portion of the 
annual portfolio of the United States Inter-
national Development Finance Corporation 
in clean energy development projects; and 

(4) the Administrator of the United States 
Agency for International Development 
should commit to prioritizing building resil-
ience and adaption capacities in the most 
climate-vulnerable countries. 
SEC. 304. CLEAN ENERGY AND THE UNITED 

STATES INTERNATIONAL DEVELOP-
MENT FINANCE CORPORATION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1451 of the Better 
Utilization of Investments Leading to Devel-
opment Act of 2018 (22 U.S.C. 9671) is amend-
ed by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(j) CLEAN ENERGY.— 
‘‘(1) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than 180 

days after the date of the enactment of this 
subsection, the Chief Executive Officer of the 
Corporation shall submit to the appropriate 
congressional committees a report— 

‘‘(A) highlighting the substantial commit-
ment of the Corporation to invest in renew-
able and other clean energy technologies; 

‘‘(B) setting forth— 
‘‘(i) a plan to significantly reduce green-

house gas emissions associated with projects 
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and subprojects within the Corporation’s 
portfolio, as required by paragraph (2); and 

‘‘(ii) a plan for facilitating the transition 
in key global markets from electricity gen-
erated from fossil fuel power to clean, low- 
cost renewable energy sources, in a manner 
that is equitable for workers and commu-
nities, as required by paragraph (3); and 

‘‘(C) detailing the efforts of the Corpora-
tion to reduce all greenhouse gas emissions 
associated with projects and subprojects 
within the Corporation’s portfolio, including 
a full accounting of the reductions, achieved 
in accordance with the plan described in 
paragraph (2). 

‘‘(2) PLAN TO REDUCE GREENHOUSE GAS EMIS-
SIONS.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year 
after the date of the enactment of this sub-
section, the Corporation shall submit to the 
appropriate congressional committees a cli-
mate change mitigation plan to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions associated with 
projects and subprojects within the Corpora-
tion’s portfolio by, relative to October 1, 
2020— 

‘‘(i) not less than 60 percent by 2025; and 
‘‘(ii) 100 percent by 2028. 
‘‘(B) IMPLEMENTATION.—The Corporation 

shall begin implementation of the plan re-
quired by subparagraph (A) not later than 20 
days after submitting the plan to the appro-
priate congressional committees. 

‘‘(C) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than one 
year after the date on which the Corporation 
begins implementation under subparagraph 
(B) of the plan required by subparagraph (A), 
and every 2 years thereafter until the Cor-
poration achieves the goal of reducing green-
house gas emissions associated with projects 
and subprojects within the Corporation’s 
portfolio by 100 percent, the Corporation 
shall submit a report to the appropriate con-
gressional committees on the Corporation’s 
progress and efforts to achieve the green-
house gas emissions reductions goals of the 
plan. 

‘‘(3) CLEAN ELECTRICITY TRANSITION.—The 
Corporation shall seek, in providing support 
for projects under title II, to facilitate the 
transition in key global markets from elec-
tricity generated from fossil fuel power to 
clean, low-cost renewable energy sources, in 
a manner that is equitable for workers and 
communities, by— 

‘‘(A) enabling the phase-out of uneconomic 
coal-fired power plants that are shielded 
from competition from renewable energy 
sources by noncompetitive market struc-
tures such as long-term contracts and regu-
lated tariffs; 

‘‘(B) using low-cost capital— 
‘‘(i) to refinance existing debt on uneco-

nomic coal-fired power plants; 
‘‘(ii) to reinvest in renewable energy 

sources to replace such plants; 
‘‘(iii) to support a just transition to renew-

able energy for affected workers and commu-
nities by generating decent jobs that adhere 
to international labor standards all along 
the renewable energy supply chain; and 

‘‘(iv) to support the upgrading of jobs and 
skills as well as job creation and improved 
productivity in more labor-intensive indus-
tries that offer employment opportunities on 
a wide scale; and 

‘‘(C) considering— 
‘‘(i) competitive approaches, like reverse 

auctions, to ensure the best value in invest-
ing in renewable energy sources; and 

‘‘(ii) partnering, as appropriate, with— 
‘‘(I) the United States Agency for Inter-

national Development; and 
‘‘(II) the Department of the Treasury with 

respect to efforts by multilateral develop-
ment banks (as defined in section 1701(c) of 
the International Financial Institutions Act 
(22 U.S.C. 262r(c))).’’. 

(b) CONFORMING REPEAL.—Section 7079(b) of 
the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2010 
(Public Law 111–117; 123 Stat. 3396) is amend-
ed by striking ‘‘comment:’’ and all that fol-
lows and inserting ‘‘comment.’’. 
SEC. 305. CONSISTENCY IN UNITED STATES POL-

ICY ON DEVELOPMENT FINANCE 
AND CLIMATE CHANGE. 

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 
Congress that the strength and credibility of 
United States climate policy is undermined 
when there is a lack of consistency between 
the policies and practices implemented at 
the United States International Develop-
ment Finance Corporation and the policies 
and practices the Corporation promotes at 
the international financial institutions. 

(b) ENHANCING TRANSPARENCY AT MULTI-
LATERAL DEVELOPMENT BANKS.—The Sec-
retary of the Treasury shall instruct the 
United States executive director of each 
international financial institution to use the 
voice and vote of the United States to advo-
cate for enhancing transparency by pro-
viding sufficient and adequate information 
to facilitate independent verification of the 
climate finance reporting of the institution. 

(c) POLICY ALIGNMENT.—The Secretary of 
the Treasury shall instruct the United 
States executive director of each inter-
national financial institution to use the 
voice and vote of the United States— 

(1) to challenge policy-based loans or lend-
ing through financial intermediaries that di-
rectly or indirectly supports fossil fuels; and 

(2) to seek to ensure that all loans, grants, 
policies, and strategies of the institution are 
aligned with the objectives of the Paris 
Agreement. 

(d) PROHIBITION.—Section 1451 of the Better 
Utilization of Investments Leading to Devel-
opment Act of 2018 (22 U.S.C. 9671), as amend-
ed by section 304, is further amended by add-
ing at the end the following: 

‘‘(k) CONSISTENCY IN ENVIRONMENTAL AND 
SOCIAL POLICIES.—The Corporation may not 
adopt any environmental or social policy 
that provides less protection for commu-
nities and the environment than the level of 
protection required under title XIII of the 
International Financial Institutions Act (22 
U.S.C. 262m et seq.).’’. 

(e) INTERNATIONAL FINANCIAL INSTITUTION 
DEFINED.—In this section, the term ‘‘inter-
national financial institution’’ has the 
meaning given that term in section 1701(c) of 
the International Financial Institutions Act 
(22 U.S.C. 262r(c)). 

TITLE IV—CLEAN ENERGY DIPLOMACY 
AND INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

SEC. 401. ENERGY DIPLOMACY AND SECURITY 
WITHIN THE DEPARTMENT OF 
STATE. 

(a) ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE FOR 
ENERGY RESOURCES.—Section 1(c) of the 
State Department Basic Authorities Act of 
1956 (22 U.S.C. 2651a(c)) is amended— 

(1) by redesignating paragraph (4) as para-
graph (5); and 

(2) by inserting after paragraph (3) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(4) ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE FOR 
ENERGY RESOURCES.— 

‘‘(A) AUTHORIZATION FOR ASSISTANT SEC-
RETARY.—Subject to the numerical limita-
tion specified in paragraph (1), there is au-
thorized to be established in the Department 
of State an Assistant Secretary of State for 
Energy Resources. 

‘‘(B) PERSONNEL.—The Secretary of State, 
in collaboration with the Assistant Sec-
retary of State for Energy Resources, and in 
accordance with the authorization under 
subparagraph (A), shall ensure that suffi-
cient personnel are dedicated to energy mat-
ters within the Bureau of Energy Resources 
in order— 

‘‘(i) to formulate and implement inter-
national policies, in coordination with the 
Secretary of Energy, as appropriate, aimed 
at protecting and advancing United States 
energy security interests and international 
energy development and access to elec-
tricity, in accordance with the United Na-
tion’s sustainable development goals in ways 
that ensure responsible development of glob-
al energy resources by effectively managing 
United States bilateral and multilateral re-
lations; 

‘‘(ii) to ensure that analyses of public 
health and national security implications of 
global energy and environmental develop-
ments are reflected in the decision-making 
process within the Department of State; 

‘‘(iii) to incorporate energy security and 
clean energy development priorities into the 
activities of the Department related to mat-
ters involving global energy development, 
accounting for the effects global energy de-
velopment has on— 

‘‘(I) United States national security; 
‘‘(II) quality of life and public health of 

people, households, and communities, par-
ticularly vulnerable and underserved popu-
lations affected by, or proximate to, energy 
development, transmission, and distribution 
projects; 

‘‘(III) United States economic interests; 
‘‘(IV) emissions of greenhouse gases that 

contribute to global climate change; and 
‘‘(V) local and regional land use, air and 

water quality, and risks to public health of 
communities described in subclause (II); 

‘‘(iv) to coordinate energy activities within 
the Department of State and with relevant 
Federal departments and agencies; 

‘‘(v) to work internationally— 
‘‘(I) to support socially and environ-

mentally responsible development of energy 
resources that mitigate carbon emissions, 
and the distribution of such resources for the 
benefit of the United States and United 
States allies and trading partners for their 
energy security, climate security, and eco-
nomic development needs; 

‘‘(II) to promote— 
‘‘(aa) the availability of clean energy tech-

nologies, including carbon capture and stor-
age; 

‘‘(bb) energy sector innovation; 
‘‘(cc) well-functioning global markets for 

clean energy resources and technologies; 
‘‘(dd) expertise for the benefit of the 

United States and United States allies and 
trading partners; 

‘‘(III) to resolve international disputes re-
garding the exploration, development, pro-
duction, or distribution of energy resources; 

‘‘(IV) to support the economic, security, 
and commercial interests of United States 
persons operating in the energy markets of 
foreign countries; and 

‘‘(V) to support and coordinate inter-
national efforts— 

‘‘(aa) to alleviate energy poverty; 
‘‘(bb) to protect vulnerable, exploited, and 

underserved populations that are affected or 
displaced by energy development projects; 

‘‘(cc) to account for and mitigate green-
house gas emissions from energy develop-
ment projects; 

‘‘(dd) to promote fair labor practices, labor 
protections for workers, and training for and 
access to good-paying jobs within the clean 
energy sector; and 

‘‘(ee) to increase access to clean energy for 
vulnerable and underserved communities; 

‘‘(vi) to lead the United States commit-
ment to the Extractive Industries Trans-
parency Initiative; and 

‘‘(vii) to coordinate energy security and 
climate security and other relevant func-
tions within the Department of State under-
taken as of the date of the enactment of this 
paragraph by— 
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‘‘(I) the Bureau of Economic and Business 

Affairs; 
‘‘(II) the Bureau of Oceans and Inter-

national Environmental and Scientific Af-
fairs; and 

‘‘(III) other offices within the Department 
of State.’’. 

(b) ELIMINATION OF AUTHORITY FOR COORDI-
NATOR FOR INTERNATIONAL ENERGY AF-
FAIRS.—Section 931 of the Energy Independ-
ence and Security Act of 2007 (42 U.S.C. 17371) 
is amended— 

(1) by striking subsections (a) and (b); and 
(2) by redesignating subsections (c) and (d) 

as subsections (a) and (b), respectively. 
SEC. 402. DEPARTMENT OF STATE PRIMACY FOR 

ENERGY DIPLOMACY. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—The Department of State 

shall have primacy for all United States dip-
lomatic engagements with regard to inter-
national energy affairs. 

(b) INTERAGENCY COORDINATION.—The Sec-
retary of State, as appropriate, shall coordi-
nate with and use the technical expertise 
and resources of the Department of Energy, 
the Environmental Protection Agency, the 
Department of the Interior, and other rel-
evant Federal agencies and departments in 
the planning and execution of United States 
foreign policy goals and objectives related to 
international energy affairs. 
SEC. 403. REPORTS ON UNITED STATES PARTICI-

PATION IN MISSION INNOVATION 
AND THE CLEAN ENERGY MINISTE-
RIAL. 

(a) MISSION INNOVATION.—Not later than 90 
days after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, the President shall submit to the appro-
priate committees of Congress a report that 
details the scope and nature of United States 
participation in Mission Innovation, includ-
ing— 

(1) who in the United States Government 
serves as the lead for Mission Innovation; 

(2) what objectives the United States has 
used Mission Innovation to advance; 

(3) what partnerships the United States has 
established through Mission Innovation and 
the date on which any partnerships the 
United States brokered were announced; 

(4) how the United States has leveraged 
Mission Innovation to engage in technology 
transfer arrangements with foreign govern-
ments; 

(5) how the United States has attracted 
private sector entities to contribute to and 
participate in Mission Innovation; 

(6) the total amount of funding provided by 
the United States Government to Mission In-
novation each year since the establishment 
of Mission Innovation; and 

(7) the outline of a strategic engagement 
plan and objectives for delivering new energy 
technology innovation outcomes through 
Mission Innovation. 

(b) CLEAN ENERGY MINISTERIAL.—Not later 
than 90 days after the date of the enactment 
of this Act, the Secretary of Energy shall 
submit to the appropriate committees of 
Congress a report that details the scope and 
nature of United States participation in the 
Clean Energy Ministerial, including— 

(1) the number of Clean Energy Ministerial 
meetings that the Secretary of Energy has 
participated in; 

(2) the diplomatic objectives, including 
with respect to energy technologies and pri-
vate sector entities, that the United States 
has aimed to promote within the Clean En-
ergy Ministerial; 

(3) the consensus initiatives, if any, among 
the chiefs of party to the Clean Energy Min-
isterial that the United States objected to, 
refused to join, or refrained from contrib-
uting to the development of; and 

(4) a plan for restoring United States lead-
ership in using the Clean Energy Ministerial 
to promote the development and deployment 

of renewable energy and carbon mitigation 
technologies from the energy and transpor-
tation sectors. 

(c) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CON-
GRESS.—In this section, the term ‘‘appro-
priate committees of Congress’’ means— 

(1) the Committee on Foreign Relations of 
the Senate; 

(2) the Committee on Energy and Natural 
Resources of the Senate; 

(3) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the 
House of Representatives; and 

(4) the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce of the House of Representatives. 
SEC. 404. REDUCED DEFORESTATION. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) ADMINISTRATOR.—Except as otherwise 

expressly provided, the term ‘‘Adminis-
trator’’ means the Administrator of the 
United States Agency for International De-
velopment. 

(2) DEFORESTATION.—The term ‘‘deforest-
ation’’ means a change in land use from a 
forest (including peatlands) to any other 
land use. 

(3) DEVELOPING COUNTRY.—The term ‘‘de-
veloping country’’ means a country eligible 
to receive official development assistance 
according to the income guidelines of the 
Development Assistance Committee of the 
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 
Development. 

(4) EMISSIONS REDUCTIONS.—The term 
‘‘emissions reductions’’ means greenhouse 
gas emissions reductions achieved from re-
duced or avoided deforestation under this 
section. 

(5) FOREST.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘forest’’ means 

a terrestrial ecosystem, including wetland 
forests, comprised of native tree species gen-
erated and maintained primarily through 
natural ecological and evolutionary proc-
esses. 

(B) EXCLUSION.—The term ‘‘forest’’ does 
not include plantations, such as crops of 
trees planted by humans primarily for the 
purposes of harvesting. 

(6) FOREST DEGRADATION.—The term ‘‘for-
est degradation’’ is any reduction in the car-
bon stock of a forest due to the effects of 
human land-use activities, including such 
land-use activities on peatlands. 

(7) HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDER.—The term 
‘‘human rights defender’’ means an indi-
vidual, group, or association that peacefully 
contributes to the effective elimination of 
all violations of human rights and funda-
mental freedoms of peoples and individuals, 
including in relation to mass, flagrant, or 
systematic such violations, such as those re-
sulting from apartheid, all forms of racial 
discrimination, colonialism, foreign domina-
tion or occupation, aggression or threats to 
national sovereignty, national unity, or ter-
ritorial integrity, and the refusal to recog-
nize the right of peoples to self-determina-
tion and the right of every people to exercise 
full sovereignty over its wealth and natural 
resources. 

(8) INTACT FOREST.—The term ‘‘intact for-
est’’ means an unbroken expanse of natural 
ecosystems within the global extent of forest 
cover that— 

(A) covers an area of at least 500 square 
kilometers and is at least 10 kilometers in 
each direction; and 

(B) contains forest and non-forest eco-
systems minimally influenced by human eco-
nomic activity and large enough that all na-
tive biodiversity, including viable popu-
lations of wide-ranging species, could be 
maintained. 

(9) LEAKAGE.—The term ‘‘leakage’’ means 
the unexpected loss of anticipated carbon 
benefits due to the displacement of activities 
in a project area to areas outside the project, 
resulting in carbon emissions. 

(10) LEAKAGE PREVENTION ACTIVITIES.—The 
term ‘‘leakage prevention activities’’ means 
activities in developing countries that are 
directed at preserving existing forest carbon 
stocks, including forested wetlands and 
peatlands that might, absent such activities, 
be lost through leakage. 

(11) NATIONAL DEFORESTATION REDUCTION 
ACTIVITIES.—The term ‘‘national deforest-
ation reduction activities’’ means activities 
in developing countries that reduce a quan-
tity of greenhouse gas emissions from defor-
estation that is calculated by measuring ac-
tual emissions against a national deforest-
ation baseline established pursuant to sub-
paragraphs (B) and (C) of subsection (d)(4). 

(12) SUBNATIONAL DEFORESTATION AND FOR-
EST DEGRADATION REDUCTION ACTIVITIES.—The 
term ‘‘subnational deforestation and forest 
degradation reduction activities’’ means ac-
tivities in developing countries that reduce a 
quantity of greenhouse gas emissions from 
deforestation and forest degradation that is 
calculated by measuring actual emissions 
using an appropriate baseline, or an alter-
native determined under subsection 
(d)(4)(B)(ii), established by the Adminis-
trator at the State or provincial level. 

(b) PURPOSES.—The purposes of this section 
are to provide United States assistance to 
developing countries to develop, implement, 
and improve actions that reduce deforest-
ation and forest degradation or conserve or 
restore forest ecosystems— 

(1) to protect the value of forest eco-
systems with respect to permanent carbon 
capture and sequestration in a manner in 
which such value is measurable, reportable, 
and verifiable; and 

(2) in a manner that— 
(A) is consistent with and enhances the im-

plementation of complementary United 
States policies that support the good govern-
ance of forests, biodiversity conservation, 
and environmentally sustainable develop-
ment; 

(B) takes into consideration the views and 
participation of local communities and most 
vulnerable communities and populations (as 
defined in section 301(a)), particularly forest- 
dependent communities; and 

(C) incorporates the right to free prior and 
informed consent of indigenous peoples. 

(c) EMISSIONS REDUCTIONS THROUGH RE-
DUCED DEFORESTATION.— 

(1) ESTABLISHMENT OF PROGRAM.—Not later 
than 1 year after the date of the enactment 
of this Act, the Administrator, in consulta-
tion with the Administrator of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency, the Secretary of 
Agriculture, and the head of any other ap-
propriate agency, shall establish a program 
to provide assistance to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions from deforestation in devel-
oping countries, in accordance with this sec-
tion. 

(2) OBJECTIVES.—The objectives of the pro-
gram established under paragraph (1) shall 
be— 

(A) to achieve— 
(i) emissions reductions of at least 

7,000,000,000 tons of carbon dioxide equivalent 
in 2025; 

(ii) cumulative emissions reductions of at 
least 11,000,000,000 tons of carbon dioxide 
equivalent by December 31, 2030; and 

(iii) additional emissions reductions in 
subsequent years; 

(B) to build capacity to reduce deforest-
ation at a national level in developing coun-
tries experiencing deforestation, which may 
include— 

(i) preparing developing countries to par-
ticipate in international markets for inter-
national offset credits for reduced emissions 
from deforestation; and 
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(ii) supporting the development of domes-

tic policy frameworks to ensure effective, ef-
ficient, and equitable benefit-sharing of the 
proceeds of such credits issued by national 
and subnational governments; 

(C) to preserve forest carbon stocks in 
countries where such forest carbon may be 
vulnerable to leakage, particularly in devel-
oping countries with largely intact native 
forests; 

(D) to build the scientific knowledge and 
institutional capacity to help developing 
countries— 

(i) monitor the effects of climate change 
on their forests; 

(ii) develop and implement strategies to 
conserve their forests; and 

(iii) support forest-dependent communities 
adapt to climate change; and 

(E) to the extent practicable, to reduce de-
forestation in ways that reduce the vulner-
ability and increase the resilience to climate 
effects for forests and forest-dependent com-
munities. 

(d) REQUIREMENTS FOR INTERNATIONAL DE-
FORESTATION REDUCTION PROGRAM.— 

(1) ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

subparagraph (B), the Administrator may 
provide assistance under this section only 
with respect to a developing country that— 

(i) the Administrator, in consultation with 
the Administrator of the Environmental 
Protection Agency and the Secretary of Ag-
riculture, determines— 

(I) is experiencing deforestation or forest 
degradation; or 

(II) has standing forest carbon stocks that 
may be at risk of deforestation or degrada-
tion; 

(ii) has the legal regimes, standards, and 
safeguards to ensure that the rights and in-
terests of indigenous peoples and forest-de-
pendent communities are protected in ac-
cordance with the standards established 
under paragraph (4); and 

(iii) has entered into a bilateral or multi-
lateral agreement or arrangement with the 
United States, or is part of an international 
program supported by the United States to 
prevent deforestation, that establishes the 
conditions of participation by the country in 
the program established under this section, 
which shall include an agreement to meet 
the standards established under paragraph 
(4) for the activities to which such standards 
apply. 

(B) EXCEPTION.—A developing country that 
does not meet the requirement described in 
paragraph (1)(A)(ii) may receive assistance 
under this section for the purpose of building 
capacity to meet such requirement. 

(2) AUTHORIZED ACTIVITIES.—Subject to the 
requirements of this section, in providing as-
sistance under this section, the Adminis-
trator may support activities to achieve the 
objectives described in subsection (c)(2), in-
cluding activities such as— 

(A) national deforestation reduction ac-
tivities; 

(B) subnational deforestation and forest 
degradation reduction activities, including 
pilot activities, policies, and measures that 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions and are sub-
ject to significant uncertainty; 

(C) activities to measure, monitor, and 
verify deforestation, avoided deforestation, 
and rates of deforestation, including, if ap-
plicable, spatially explicit land use plans 
that identify intact and primary forest areas 
and managed forest areas; 

(D) leakage prevention activities; 
(E) the development and implementation 

of measurement, monitoring, reporting, and 
verification capacities and governance struc-
tures, including legal regimes, standards, 
processes, and safeguards, as established 
under paragraph (4), to enable a country to 

quantify emissions reductions for purposes of 
purchasing or trading subnational emissions 
reduction credits in carbon markets; 

(F) the identification of, and actions to ad-
dress, the drivers of land use emissions; 

(G) programs that would exclude from the 
United States illegally harvested timber or 
products made from illegally harvested tim-
ber, in accordance with and consistent with 
the objectives of the Lacey Act Amendments 
of 1981 (16 U.S.C. 3371 et seq.); 

(H) the development and strengthening of 
governance capacities to reduce deforest-
ation and other land use emissions and to 
combat illegal logging and associated trade, 
including the development of systems for 
independent monitoring of the efficacy of 
forest law enforcement and increased en-
forcement cooperation, including joint ef-
forts with Federal agencies, to enforce the 
Lacey Act Amendments of 1981 (16 U.S.C. 3371 
et seq.); 

(I) the provision of incentives for policy re-
forms to achieve the objectives described in 
subsection (c)(2); 

(J) the development of pilot projects— 
(i) to examine where mitigation and adap-

tation activities in forest ecosystems coin-
cide; and 

(ii) to explore means for enhancing the re-
silience of forest ecosystems and forest-de-
pendent communities; 

(K) the promotion of mechanisms to de-
liver resources for local action and to ad-
dress the needs, rights, interests, and par-
ticipation of local and indigenous commu-
nities; and 

(L) monitoring and evaluation of the re-
sults of the activities conducted under this 
section. 

(3) MECHANISMS.—The Administrator shall 
apply the administrative authorities under 
the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 
2151 et seq.), except to the extent incon-
sistent with the provisions of this section, to 
the same extent and in the same manner as 
such authorities apply to the implementa-
tion of such Act in order to support activi-
ties to achieve the objectives described in 
subsection (c)(2) by— 

(A) developing and implementing programs 
and project-level activities that achieve such 
objectives; 

(B) to the extent practicable, giving pri-
ority in any review process to activities 
under paragraph (2)(A); and 

(C) as appropriate, considering multi-year 
funding arrangements in carrying out the 
purposes of this section. 

(4) STANDARDS.—The Administrator, in 
consultation with the Administrator of the 
Environmental Protection Agency and the 
Secretary of Agriculture, shall establish pro-
gram standards that— 

(A) ensure that emissions reductions 
achieved through supported activities— 

(i) are additional, measurable, verifiable, 
and monitored; 

(ii) account for leakage, uncertainty, and 
permanence; and 

(iii) at a minimum, meet the standards es-
tablished under the emissions unit criteria of 
the Carbon Offsetting and Reduction Scheme 
for International Aviation (CORSIA) devel-
oped by the International Civil Aviation Or-
ganization (ICAO); 

(B) require— 
(i) the establishment of a national defor-

estation baseline for each country with na-
tional deforestation reduction activities that 
is used to account for reductions achieved 
from such activities; or 

(ii) if a developing country has established 
policies and taken measures to reduce emis-
sions from disturbed peatlands, deforest-
ation, or forest degradation, but has not es-
tablished a national baseline, the provision 
of a credible, transparent, accurate, and con-

servative alternative for quantifying emis-
sions; 

(C) provide that each national deforest-
ation baseline established under subpara-
graph (B)(i)— 

(i) is national, or subnational on an in-
terim basis, in scope; and 

(ii) is consistent with nationally appro-
priate mitigation commitments or actions 
with respect to deforestation, taking into 
consideration— 

(I) the average annual historical deforest-
ation rates of the country during a period of 
at least 5 years; and 

(II) the applicable drivers of deforestation 
and other factors to ensure additionality; 

(iii) establishes a trajectory that would re-
sult in zero net deforestation by not later 
than 20 years after the date on which the 
baseline is established; 

(iv) is adjusted over time to account for 
changing national circumstances; and 

(v) is designed to account for all signifi-
cant sources of greenhouse gas emissions 
from deforestation in the country; 

(D) with respect to assistance provided for 
activities described in subparagraph (A) or 
(B) of paragraph (2), require emissions reduc-
tions to be achieved and verified before the 
provision of any assistance under this sec-
tion; 

(E) with respect to accounting for sub-
national deforestation and forest degrada-
tion reduction activities that lack the stand-
ardized or precise measurement and moni-
toring techniques needed for a full account-
ing of changes in emissions or baselines, or 
are subject to other sources of uncertainty, 
apply a conservative discount factor to re-
flect the uncertainty regarding the levels of 
reductions achieved; 

(F) ensure that activities under this sec-
tion are designed, carried out, and man-
aged— 

(i) using forest management practices that, 
in an open and transparent process— 

(I) improve the livelihoods of forest com-
munities in a manner that promotes the 
maintenance of intact forests, protects asso-
ciated biodiversity, and restores native for-
est species and ecosystems while avoiding 
the introduction of invasive nonnative spe-
cies; 

(II) maintain natural biodiversity, resil-
ience, and carbon storage capacity of forests; 

(III) to the extent practicable, do not ad-
versely affect the permanence of forest car-
bon stocks or emissions reductions; 

(IV) include broad stakeholder participa-
tion and the free prior and informed consent 
of affected indigenous peoples; and 

(V) take into account the needs and inter-
ests of local communities, forest-dependent 
communities, indigenous peoples, and vul-
nerable social groups; 

(ii) in consultation with, and with the full 
and effective participation of, local commu-
nities, indigenous peoples, and forest-depend-
ent communities in affected areas, as part-
ners and primary stakeholders, before and 
during the design, planning, implementa-
tion, monitoring, and evaluation of activi-
ties; and 

(iii) with equitable sharing of profits and 
benefits derived from the activities with 
local communities, indigenous peoples, and 
forest-dependent communities; and 

(G) with respect to assistance for all ac-
tivities under this section, seek to ensure 
the establishment and enforcement of legal 
regimes, standards, processes, and safeguards 
by the country in which the activities are 
conducted, as a condition of such assistance 
or as a proposed activity for which such as-
sistance may be provided, which— 
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(i) protect the rights and interests of local 

communities, indigenous peoples, forest-de-
pendent communities, human rights defend-
ers, and vulnerable social groups; and 

(ii) promote consultations with local com-
munities, indigenous peoples, and forest-de-
pendent communities in affected areas, as 
partners and primary stakeholders, before 
and during the design, planning, implemen-
tation, monitoring, and evaluation of activi-
ties under this section; and 

(iii) ensure equitable sharing of profits and 
benefits from incentives for emissions reduc-
tions or leakage prevention with local com-
munities, indigenous peoples, and forest-de-
pendent communities. 

(5) SCOPE.— 
(A) REDUCED EMISSIONS.—The Adminis-

trator shall include reduced emissions from 
forest degradation and disturbance of 
peatlands within the scope of activities 
under this section. 

(B) EXPANSION OF AUTHORIZED ACTIVITIES.— 
If the Administrator determines, in con-
sultation with the Administrator of the En-
vironmental Protection Agency and the Sec-
retary of Agriculture, that sufficient meth-
odologies and technical capacities exist to 
measure, monitor, and account for the emis-
sions referred to in subparagraph (A), the 
Administrator may expand the authorized 
activities under this section, as appropriate, 
to include reduced soil carbon-derived emis-
sions associated with deforestation and deg-
radation of forested wetlands and peatlands, 
consistent with a comprehensive approach to 
maintaining and enhancing forests, increas-
ing climate resiliency, reducing emissions, 
and increasing removals of greenhouse gases. 

(6) ACCOUNTING.—The Administrator shall 
use a publicly accessible registry to account 
for and register the emissions reductions 
achieved through assistance provided under 
this section each year, after appropriately 
discounting for uncertainty and other rel-
evant factors as required by the standards 
established under paragraph (4). 

(7) INTERNATIONAL DEFORESTATION REDUC-
TION PROGRAM INSURANCE ACCOUNT FOR NON-
COMPLETION OR REVERSAL.—In furtherance of 
the objectives described in subsection (c)(2), 
the Administrator shall develop and imple-
ment a program that— 

(A) addresses noncompletion or reversal 
with respect to any greenhouse gas emis-
sions that were not, or are no longer, seques-
tered; and 

(B) may include a mechanism to hold in re-
serve a portion of the amount allocated for 
projects to support the program. 

(8) EXTENSION OF ASSISTANCE.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator may 

extend, for an additional 5 years, the period 
during which assistance is authorized for ac-
tivities supported by assistance under this 
section, if the Administrator determines 
that— 

(i) the country in which the activities are 
conducted is making substantial progress to-
ward adopting and implementing a program 
to achieve reductions in deforestation meas-
ured against a national baseline; 

(ii) the greenhouse gas emissions reduc-
tions achieved as a result of the activities 
are not resulting in significant leakage; 

(iii) such greenhouse gas emissions reduc-
tions are being appropriately discounted to 
account for any leakage that is occurring; 
and 

(iv) such extension would further advance 
or ensure achievement of the objectives of 
the activities. 

(B) ASSISTANCE FOR SUBNATIONAL DEFOR-
ESTATION AND FOREST DEGRADATION REDUC-
TION ACTIVITIES.— 

(i) IN GENERAL.—If the Administrator ex-
tends the period during which assistance is 
authorized for activities under subparagraph 

(A), the Administrator shall determine, 
based on the criteria specified that subpara-
graph, whether such assistance should in-
clude assistance for subnational deforest-
ation and forest degradation reduction ac-
tivities. 

(ii) CONTINUED ASSISTANCE.—The Adminis-
trator may extend the period during which 
assistance is authorized for subnational de-
forestation and forest degradation reduction 
activities beyond the 5-year period described 
in subparagraph (A) in order to further the 
objectives described in subparagraph (B) or 
(C) of subsection (c)(2). 

(9) COORDINATION WITH FOREIGN ASSIST-
ANCE.—Subject to the direction of the Presi-
dent, the Administrator shall, to the extent 
practicable and consistent with the objec-
tives described in subsection (c)(2), seek to 
align activities under this section with 
broader development, poverty alleviation, or 
natural resource management objectives and 
initiatives in countries receiving assistance 
under this section. 

(10) ASSISTANCE AS SUPPLEMENT.—The pro-
vision of assistance for activities under this 
section shall be used to supplement, and not 
to supplant, any other Federal, State, or 
local support available to carry out activi-
ties under this section. 

(11) FUNDING LIMITATION.—Of the funds 
made available to carry out this section in 
any fiscal year, not more than 7 percent may 
be used for the administrative expenses of 
the United States Agency for International 
Development in support of activities de-
scribed in paragraph (2). Such amount shall 
be in addition to other amounts otherwise 
available for such purposes. 

(12) INDONESIA.—Not less than 10 percent of 
the funds made available in any fiscal year 
to carry out this section shall be used for ac-
tivities described in paragraph (2) in Indo-
nesia. 

(e) LEGAL EFFECT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Nothing in this section 

may be construed to supersede, limit, or oth-
erwise affect any restriction imposed by Fed-
eral law (including regulations) on any inter-
action between an entity located in the 
United States and an entity located in a for-
eign country. 

(2) ROLE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE.— 
Nothing in this section may be construed to 
affect the role of the Secretary of State or 
the responsibilities of the Secretary under 
section 622(c) of the Foreign Assistance Act 
of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2382(c)). 

(f) INTERNATIONAL FINANCIAL INSTITU-
TIONS.—The President shall direct the United 
States representatives to the World Bank, 
the International Monetary Fund, and other 
international financial institutions (as de-
fined in section 1701(c) of the International 
Financial Institutions Act (22 U.S.C. 262r(c)) 
to prioritize efforts to combat deforestation. 

TITLE V—BILATERAL AND REGIONAL 
MULTILATERAL CLIMATE DIPLOMACY 
AND COOPERATION 

SEC. 501. NORTH AMERICAN STRATEGY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The President shall de-
velop a strategy to seek opportunities for 
trilateral cooperation between the United 
States, Mexico, and Canada— 

(1) to support increased ambition on reduc-
ing greenhouse gas emissions among these 
countries; and 

(2) to advance collaboration on the devel-
opment and promotion of shared climate ac-
tion goals and interests within multilateral 
bodies and conferences, including aligning, 
to the extent possible, the voices, votes, and 
influence, consistent with the broad foreign 
policy goals of the United States, to address 
issues related to climate change and clean 
energy development. 

(b) ELEMENTS AND PRIORITIES.—The strat-
egy described in subsection (a) shall include 
efforts— 

(1) to ensure that potential projects and in-
vestments pursued under the United States- 
Mexico-Canada Agreement— 

(A) are compatible with long-term climate 
goals and the collective targets established 
under the Paris Agreement; and 

(B) meet all environmental and social re-
sponsibility standards required under the 
USMCA; 

(2) to explore shared and common interests 
and cooperative actions to promote clean en-
ergy development, climate security, and cli-
mate change mitigation strategies within in-
stitutions (such as the UNFCCC, the Mon-
treal Protocol, the Green Climate Fund, the 
Group of Twenty and the United Nations) 
with programs, initiatives and actions to ad-
dress the climate crisis that may include— 

(A) providing support in developing mid- 
century low-carbon strategies; 

(B) extending coal finance restrictions to 
coal mining operations; and 

(C) strengthening and expanding carbon 
pricing by— 

(i) considering the cost of carbon in long- 
term decision making; 

(ii) supporting the development of national 
or subnational systems; 

(iii) sharing technical expertise; and 
(iv) making efforts to align pricing instru-

ments where feasible; 
(3) to commit to a methane reduction goal 

and cooperate to reduce black carbon and to 
recommit to the formal agreement reached 
at the June 2016 North American Leaders 
Summit in Ottawa to reduce methane emis-
sions from the oil and gas sector by 40 to 45 
percent by 2025, and to work to develop a 
new, more ambitious target for 2030; 

(4) develop and implement a North Amer-
ican strategy for sustainable transpor-
tation— 

(A) to encourage State and provincial lead-
ers to negotiate interstate and interprovin-
cial sustainable transportation agreements 
between Mexican, American, and Canadian 
jurisdictions; 

(B) to expand the West Coast Electric 
Highway between Canada, the United States, 
and Mexico; and 

(C) to work with automakers to stand-
ardize charging infrastructure; 

(5) develop and implement coordinated for-
est and land use strategies to further con-
tribute to emissions mitigation through the 
adoption of practices and policies that in-
crease carbon sequestration in new and ex-
isting forests and reduce emissions from for-
est conversion to other land uses; 

(6) strengthen resilience and equity among 
low-income and indigenous communities; 
and 

(7) engage international partners in an ex-
isting multilateral forum or, if necessary, es-
tablish a new multilateral forum to improve 
global cooperation by— 

(A) encouraging the adoption of an emis-
sions reduction target by the International 
Maritime Organization; and 

(B) collaborating with the International 
Civil Aviation Organization to establish a 
market-based measure to reduce aviation 
emissions. 
SEC. 502. ACCOUNTABILITY AND COOPERATION 

WITH CHINA. 
It is the sense of Congress that— 
(1) successful mitigation of global green-

house gas emissions to sufficiently avoid the 
worst forecasted effects of climate change 
requires global cooperation and coordination 
of efforts; 

(2) all other countries look towards the 
United States and China, as the world’s larg-
est emitters and largest economies, for lead-
ership by example to effectively mitigate 
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greenhouse gas emissions, develop and de-
ploy energy generation technologies, and in-
tegrate sustainable adaptation solutions to 
the inevitable effects of climate change; 

(3) given the volume of China’s greenhouse 
gas emissions and the scientific imperative 
to swiftly reduce global greenhouse gas 
emissions to net-zero emissions around 2050, 
China should— 

(A) revise its long-term pledge; 
(B) seek to immediately peak its emis-

sions; 
(C) begin reducing its greenhouse gas emis-

sions significantly to meet a more ambitious 
long-term 2050 reductions target; and 

(D) update its nationally determined con-
tribution along a trajectory that aligns with 
achieving a more ambitious net-zero by 2050 
emissions target; 

(4) it is in the United States’ national in-
terest to prioritize climate change in its bi-
lateral engagement with China, as global cli-
mate risks cannot be mitigated without a 
significant reduction in Chinese domestic 
and overseas emissions; 

(5) the United States and China, to the ex-
tent practicable, should coordinate on mak-
ing and delivering ambitious pledges to re-
duce greenhouse gas emissions, with aspira-
tions towards achieving net zero greenhouse 
gas emissions by 2050; 

(6) the United States and its allies should 
work together, using diplomatic and eco-
nomic tools, to hold China accountable for 
any failure by China— 

(A) to increase ambition in its 2030 nation-
ally determined contribution, in line with 
net zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2050 be-
fore the 26th Conference of the Parties to the 
UNFCCC scheduled for November 2021 and 
meeting a more ambitious nationally deter-
mined contribution; 

(B) to work faithfully to uphold the prin-
ciples, goals, and rules of the Paris Agree-
ment; 

(C) to avoid and prohibit efforts to under-
mine or devolve the Paris Agreement’s rule 
or underlying framework, particularly with-
in areas of accountability transparency, and 
shared responsibility among all parties; 

(D) to eliminate greenhouse gas intensive 
projects from China’s Belt and Road Initia-
tive and other overseas investments, includ-
ing— 

(i) working with allies and partners of the 
United States to eliminate support for coal 
power production projects in China’s Belt 
and Road Initiative; 

(ii) providing financing and project support 
for cleaner and less risky alternatives; and 

(iii) undertaking ‘‘parallel initiatives’’ to 
enhance capacity building programs and 
overseas sustainable investment criteria, in-
cluding in areas such as integrated energy 
planning, power sector reform, just transi-
tion, distributed generation, procurement, 
transparency, and standards to support low- 
emissions growth in developing countries; 
and 

(E) to phase out existing coal power plants 
and reduce net coal power production; 

(7) the United States should pursue con-
fidence-building opportunities for the United 
States and China to undertake ‘‘parallel ini-
tiatives’’ on clean energy research, develop-
ment, finance, and deployment, including 
through economic and stimulus measures 
with clear, mutually agreed upon rules and 
policies to protect intellectual property, en-
sure equitable, nonpunitive provision of sup-
port, and verify implementation, which 
would provide catalytic progress towards de-
livering a global clean energy trans-
formation that benefits all people; and 

(8) the United States should pursue cooper-
ative initiatives to shift toward the import 
and consummation of forest and agricultural 

commodities that are produced in a manner 
that does not contribute to deforestation. 
SEC. 503. UNITED STATES AND EUROPEAN UNION 

COOPERATION ON CLIMATE FI-
NANCE FOR DEVELOPING COUN-
TRIES. 

(a) PURPOSE.—The purpose of this section 
is— 

(1) to restore the historic alliance between 
the United States and countries of the Euro-
pean Union on climate action; and 

(2) to renew the United States’ commit-
ment to advancing global cooperation on ad-
dressing climate change and achieving the 
goals of the Paris Agreement. 

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS REGARDING THE 
UNITED STATES-EUROPEAN UNION SECURITY 
AND DEVELOPMENT DIALOGUE.—It is the sense 
of Congress that the United States should re-
start the United States–European Union Se-
curity and Development Dialogue to focus 
specifically on climate action, climate secu-
rity, and clean energy cooperation, includ-
ing— 

(1) partnering and formulating strategies 
to counter efforts to weaken or change crit-
ical elements of the implementation of the 
Paris Agreement that would disadvantage 
the United States or the European Union; 

(2) building coalitions of like-minded par-
ties committed to achieving large reductions 
in greenhouse gas emissions under the Paris 
Agreement and putting pressure on all par-
ties to do the same; 

(3) coordination on joint strategies to pro-
mote climate action by the People’s Repub-
lic of China, and deter Chinese domestic and 
international investment in high carbon in-
frastructure; 

(4) finding opportunities to engage and fa-
cilitate private sector collaboration regard-
ing clean energy and innovations on green-
house gas emissions reductions; 

(5) exploring the creation of United States– 
European Union clean energy and climate 
adaptation, development, and finance mech-
anisms to support and leverage private sec-
tor investment in projects and activities to 
improve developing countries’ resilience ca-
pacities, ability to adapt and thrive in the 
face of the effects of climate change and 
clean energy development; 

(6) scientific research, modeling, fore-
casting, and data collaboration to improve 
global understanding and preparation for the 
compounding effects of climate change; and 

(7) intelligence sharing. 
(c) DEVELOPMENT FINANCE COOPERATION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The President should seek 

opportunities to partner with European De-
velopment Finance Institutions to develop 
financing tools based on shared development 
finance criteria and mechanisms to support 
investments in developing countries that 
support low carbon economic development 
and promote climate change resiliency and 
adaptation 

(2) PARTNERSHIP FUND.—The Chief Execu-
tive Officer of the United States Inter-
national Development Finance Corporation 
should partner with the European Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development to create a 
fund or multilateral financing mechanism to 
support clean energy development and cli-
mate change adaptation and resilience ac-
tivities in developing countries. 

(3) RESPONSE TO THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF 
CHINA’S BELT AND ROAD INITIATIVE.—The 
President shall work with European counter-
parts to establish a formal United States-Eu-
ropean Commission Working Group to de-
velop a comprehensive strategy to respond to 
the Belt and Road Initiative established by 
the Government of the People’s Republic of 
China. United States participants in this 
proposed working group shall seek to inte-
grate existing efforts into the strategy, in-
cluding— 

(A) the European Union Strategy on Con-
necting Europe and Asia; 

(B) the Three Seas Initiative; 
(C) the Blue Dot Network among the 

United States, Japan, and Australia; 
(D) a European Union-Japan initiative that 

has leveraged $65,000,000,000 for infrastruc-
ture projects and emphasizes transparency 
standards; and 

(E) efforts to address the Government of 
the People’s Republic of China’s use of the 
United Nations to advance the Belt and Road 
Initiative, including the proliferation of 
memoranda of understanding between the 
People’s Republic of China and United Na-
tions funds and programs on the implemen-
tation of the Belt and Road Initiative. 

(4) CO-FINANCING OF INFRASTRUCTURE 
PROJECTS.— 

(A) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
Subject to subparagraph (B), there are au-
thorized to be appropriated such sums as 
may be necessary to co-finance infrastruc-
ture projects that could otherwise be in-
cluded within China’s Belt and Road Initia-
tive. 

(B) CONDITIONS.—Amounts appropriated 
pursuant to subparagraph (A) may not be ex-
pended unless— 

(i) the United States can leverage existing 
and future projects that have entered into 
contracts with the Belt and Road Initiative 
to further promote transparency and debt 
sustainability; and 

(ii) the projects to be financed— 
(I) promote the public good; 
(II) will not promote the use of fossil fuels; 

and 
(III) will have substantially lower green-

house gas intensity than the proposed Belt 
and Road Initiative alternative. 

(d) SUPPORT FOR EASTERN EUROPEAN DE-
MOCRACY ACT.—Section 2 of the Support for 
Eastern European Democracy Act (22 U.S.C. 
5401) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (b)(2)— 
(A) in subparagraph (H), by striking ‘‘and’’ 

at the end; 
(B) in subparagraph (I), by adding ‘‘and’’ at 

the end; and 
(C) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(J) helping workers and communities in 

countries most dependent on fossil fuel en-
ergy that may be vulnerable to socio-
economic changes due to the European 
Union’s transition to net zero greenhouse 
gas emissions.’’; and 

(2) in subsection (c), by adding at the end 
the following: 

‘‘(26) JUST TRANSITION ASSISTANCE.—Assist-
ance to support workers and communities in 
countries most dependent on fossil fuel en-
ergy and most vulnerable to socioeconomic 
changes due to the European Union’s transi-
tion to net zero greenhouse gas emissions.’’. 
SEC. 504. SENSE OF CONGRESS ON CLEAN EN-

ERGY COOPERATION WITH INDIA. 

It is the sense of Congress that— 
(1) the United States should support efforts 

to strengthen India’s resilience capacities 
that ensure people, households, commu-
nities, institutions, and systems can assess, 
anticipate, prevent, adapt to, cope with, and 
recover from shocks and stresses associated 
with the effects of climate change; 

(2) the United States, through the Bureau 
of Energy Resources of the Department of 
State, the United States Agency for Inter-
national Development, the United States 
International Development Finance Corpora-
tion, the Department of Energy, the Export- 
Import Bank of the United States, and the 
International Trade Administration, should 
encourage private sector investment in, and 
financing for, the development and deploy-
ment of clean energy and climate mitigation 
technologies in India; 
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(3) robust cooperation between the United 

States and India to develop and deploy clean 
energy technologies, including private sector 
cooperation, should be a top bilateral energy 
diplomacy priority and the top priority in 
the countries’ energy diplomacy and should 
include— 

(A) clean energy; 
(B) electric vehicles and expansive charg-

ing station networks; 
(C) next-generation refrigeration equip-

ment and refrigerants; and 
(D) other technologies and chemicals that 

are in the interest of United States industry 
leaders in the refrigeration and chemical 
coolant industries that are compliant with 
the Kigali Amendment to the Montreal Pro-
tocol; 

(4) the collaboration between the United 
States and India on the development and de-
ployment of clean energy technologies has 
resulted in innovative new technologies that 
have helped significantly lower the carbon 
emissions of the power sector in India; and 

(5) since demand for energy in India will 
increase with the expansion of the economy 
and middle class of India, it is in the interest 
of United States national security and global 
security for the United States to support 
India in growing the energy sector of India 
in environmentally and socially responsible 
ways that mitigate greenhouse gas emissions 
and improve the climate security of India. 
SEC. 505. POWER AFRICA. 

The Electrify Africa Act of 2015 (Public 
Law 114–121; 22 U.S.C. 2293 note) is amended— 

(1) in section 3— 
(A) in paragraph (2), by inserting ‘‘mitigate 

and lower carbon emissions from energy pro-
duction,’’ after ‘‘development,’’; 

(B) in paragraph (7), by adding ‘‘and’’ at 
the end; 

(C) by striking paragraph (8); and 
(D) by redesignating paragraph (9) as para-

graph (8); 
(2) in section 4— 
(A) in subsection (a)— 
(i) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘an appro-

priate mix of power solutions to provide ac-
cess to sufficient reliable, affordable, and 
sustainable power in order to reduce pov-
erty’’ and inserting ‘‘power solutions to pro-
vide access to sufficient, reliable, affordable, 
and sustainable power in order to reduce 
poverty and energy sector carbon emis-
sions’’; and 

(ii) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘and tech-
nological’’ and inserting ‘‘, advances a coun-
try’s mitigation commitments (or condi-
tional mitigation commitments) in accord-
ance with a country’s nationally determined 
contribution, and supports technological’’; 

(B) in subsection (b)— 
(i) in paragraph (2)— 
(I) in subparagraph (F), by striking ‘‘and’’ 

at the end; 
(II) in subparagraph (G), by striking the 

period at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 
(III) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(H) reduce carbon emissions from the en-

ergy sector.’’; 
(ii) in paragraph (4), by striking ‘‘the use of 

a broad power mix, including fossil fuel 
and’’; 

(3) in section 5— 
(A) in subsection (a)— 
(i) in paragraph (6), by striking ‘‘and’’ at 

the end; 
(ii) by redesignating paragraph (7) as para-

graph (8); and 
(iii) by inserting after paragraph (6) the 

following: 
‘‘(7) deploying renewable energy; and’’; and 
(B) by amending subsection (d) to read as 

follows: 
‘‘(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 

There is authorized to be appropriated 

$750,000,000 for each of the fiscal years 2021, 
2022, 2023, 2024, and 2025 to provide assistance 
in accordance with subsection (a) and section 
3.’’; 

(4) in section 7(a)— 
(A) in the matter preceding paragraph (1), 

by inserting ‘‘and every 2 years thereafter,’’ 
after ‘‘Act,’’; and 

(B) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘power 
generation’’ each place such term appears 
and inserting ‘‘renewable energy genera-
tion’’; and 

(5) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘SEC. 8. COORDINATOR FOR POWER AFRICA. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days 
after the date of the enactment of the United 
States Climate Leadership in International 
Mitigation, Adaptation, and Technology En-
hancement Act of 2021, the Administrator for 
the United States Agency for International 
Development, under the direction of the Sec-
retary of State, shall appoint a Coordinator 
for Power Africa, who shall serve in the Bu-
reau Economic Growth, Education, and the 
Environment of the United States Agency 
for International Development. 

‘‘(b) DUTIES.—The Coordinator for Power 
Africa shall— 

‘‘(1) be primarily located at a mission in 
sub-Saharan Africa; 

‘‘(2) lead— 
‘‘(A) the execution of the Power Africa Ini-

tiative in accordance with the purpose and 
policies set forth in sections 2 and 3; and 

‘‘(B) the development and execution of the 
strategy established under section 4; 

‘‘(3) coordinate the Interagency Working 
Group established under section 4(c); 

‘‘(4) manage the funding appropriated for 
the Power Africa Initiative by Congress; and 

‘‘(5) execute the directives described in sec-
tions 5 and 6.’’. 
SEC. 506. CARIBBEAN ENERGY INITIATIVE. 

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the fol-
lowing findings: 

(1) The countries of the Caribbean are 
heavily reliant upon imported oil to provide 
for approximately 90 percent of their energy 
production. 

(2) The level of dependence is even higher 
including— 

(A) Jamaica, which relies on oil for 95.9 
percent of its electricity; 

(B) Barbados, which relies on oil for 96 per-
cent of its electricity; 

(C) The Virgin Islands, which relies on oil 
for nearly 100 percent of its electricity; and 

(D) St. Lucia, which relies on oil for 100 
percent of its electricity. 

(3) Overreliance on imported fossil fuels 
has had a detrimental effect on economic de-
velopment, growth, and competitiveness in 
the Caribbean. 

(4) Since 1970, more than 80 percent of Car-
ibbean coral reefs have been lost due to 
coastal development and pollution. Soot par-
ticulates and climate change caused by burn-
ing fossil fuels have seriously damaged coral 
reefs, which are a significant source of tour-
ism dollars, fishing, biodiversity, and nat-
ural beauty. 

(5) Air pollution caused by burning oil for 
electricity— 

(A) has serious health impacts in the form 
of higher rates of asthma and other lung ail-
ments; and 

(B) can also exacerbate climate change. 
(6) The Caribbean region is particularly 

vulnerable to sea level rise and stronger 
storms 

(7) Between 2005 and 2018, the dependence 
of the countries of the Caribbean on oil was 
perpetuated by the Venezuelan-led 
Petrocaribe oil alliance, which— 

(A) offered preferential terms for oil sales; 
and 

(B) supplies some countries with up to 40 
percent of their energy production needs. 

(8) The ongoing domestic economic crisis 
and political turmoil in Venezuela has forced 
the Government of Venezuela to retract its 
commitments to the Petrocaribe oil alliance 
and step away as a regional power. Only 
Cuba still receives preferential Petrocaribe 
pricing on fuel exports from Venezuela, 
while other Petrocaribe member countries 
are experiencing a destabilized flow of oil. 

(9) China has spent more than 
$244,000,000,000 on energy projects worldwide 
since 2000, 25 percent of which was spent in 
Latin America and the Caribbean. Although 
the majority of this spending was for oil, 
gas, and coal, China has also been the largest 
investor in clean energy globally for almost 
a decade. 

(10) The World Bank estimates that the 
Caribbean will need $12,000,000,000 in power 
investments through 2035. 

(11) Renewable energy technology costs 
have decreased dramatically in recent years, 
offering a more viable economic alternative 
for energy production. Solar energy prices 
have fallen by 80 percent since 2008, causing 
significant market growth, and according to 
data released by the International Renew-
able Energy Agency, 1/3 of global power ca-
pacity is based in renewable energy. 

(12) In 2016, the International Monetary 
Fund estimated that transportation ac-
counted for 36 percent of the total primary 
energy consumed in the Caribbean subregion. 

(13) According to the United Nations Envi-
ronment Programme, Latin America and the 
Caribbean could achieve annual savings of 
$621,000,000,000 and a reduction of 1,100,000,000 
tons of CO2 by 2050 if the region’s energy and 
transport sectors reach net zero emissions. 

(14) The Caribbean has an abundance of on-
shore and offshore resources needed for re-
newable energy, including sun, wind, geo-
thermal, and some hydropower production 
capacity. 

(15) The United States Government is deep-
ly engaged in providing technical and policy 
assistance to countries of the Caribbean on 
energy issues through— 

(A) the Energy and Climate Partnership of 
the Americas; 

(B) Connecting the Americas 2022; and 
(C) bilateral assistance programs. 
(16) On February 19, 2014, at the North 

American Leaders’ Summit, President 
Barack Obama, Prime Minister Stephen Har-
per of Canada, and President Enrique Peña 
Nieto of Mexico reaffirmed their commit-
ment to bring affordable, reliable, and in-
creasingly renewable power to the Carib-
bean, while opening wider markets for clean 
energy and green technology. 

(17) On June 19, 2015, President Barack 
Obama announced the Caribbean Energy Se-
curity Initiative, which would partner with 
individual countries— 

(A) to transform its energy sector; 
(B) to work to increase access to finance, 

good governance, and diversification; and 
(C) to maximize the impact of existing 

donor effects. 
(18) On May 4, 2016, at the United States- 

Caribbean-Central American Energy Sum-
mit, the energy security task force formally 
launched the Caribbean Sustainable Energy 
Roadmap and Strategy (C-SERMS) as a 
mechanism to manage regional coordination 
and action on energy security and agreed to 
expand the regional market and trans-
mission system. 

(19) The United States has an important 
opportunity— 

(A) to deepen this engagement; 
(B) to work as a partner with Caribbean 

countries on a more regional and coordi-
nated basis; 

(C) to help ease the region’s dependence on 
imported oil; and 
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(D) to promote affordable alternative 

sources of energy. 
(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) CARIBBEAN COUNTRIES.—The term ‘‘Car-

ibbean countries’’ means countries in the 
Caribbean region, but does not including 
Cuba or Venezuela. 

(2) CARIBBEAN GOVERNMENTS.—The term 
‘‘Caribbean governments’’ means the na-
tional governments of the Caribbean coun-
tries. 

(c) POLICY.—It is the policy of the United 
States to help Caribbean countries— 

(1) achieve greater energy security and im-
prove domestic energy resource mobiliza-
tion; 

(2) lower their dependence on imported 
fuels; 

(3) eliminate the use of diesel, heavy fuel 
oil, other petroleum products, and coal for 
the generation of electricity; 

(4) increase production of renewable en-
ergy; and 

(5) meet the greenhouse gas mitigation 
goals of their national determined contribu-
tions to the Paris Agreement. 

(d) STRATEGY.— 
(1) SUBMISSION.—Not later than 120 days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of State shall submit a multi- 
year strategy to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations of the Senate and the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs of the House of Represent-
atives that describes how the Department of 
State will promote regional cooperation 
with Caribbean countries— 

(A) to lower dependence on imported fuels, 
grow domestic clean energy production in 
the region, strengthen regional energy secu-
rity, and lower energy sector greenhouse gas 
emissions; 

(B) to decrease dependence on oil in the 
transportation sector; 

(C) to increase energy efficiency, energy 
conservation, and investment in alternatives 
to imported fuels; 

(D) to improve grid reliability and mod-
ernize electricity transmission networks; 

(E) to advance deployment of innovative 
solutions to expand community and individ-
uals’ access to electricity; 

(F) to help reform energy markets to en-
courage good regulatory governance and to 
promote a climate of private sector invest-
ment; and 

(G) to mitigate greenhouse gas emissions 
from the energy and transportation sector. 

(2) ELEMENTS.—The strategy required 
under subsection (a) shall include— 

(A) a thorough review and inventory of 
United States Government activities that 
are being carried out bilaterally, regionally, 
and in coordination with multilateral insti-
tutions— 

(i) to promote energy and climate security 
in the Caribbean region; and 

(ii) to reduce the region’s reliance on oil 
for electricity generation; 

(B) opportunities for marshaling regional 
cooperation— 

(i) to overcome market barriers resulting 
from the small size of Caribbean energy mar-
kets; 

(ii) to address the high transportation and 
infrastructure costs faced by Caribbean 
countries; 

(iii) to ensure greater donor coordination 
between governments, multilateral institu-
tions, multilateral banks, and private inves-
tors; and 

(iv) to expand regional financing opportu-
nities to allow for lower cost energy entre-
preneurship; 

(C) measures to ensure that each Caribbean 
government has— 

(i) an independent utility regulator or 
equivalent; 

(ii) affordable access by third party inves-
tors to its electrical grid with minimal regu-
latory interference; 

(iii) effective energy efficiency and energy 
conservation; 

(iv) programs to address technical and non-
technical issues; 

(v) a plan to eliminate major market dis-
tortions; 

(vi) cost-reflective tariffs; and 
(vii) no tariffs or other taxes on clean en-

ergy solutions; and 
(D) recommendations for how United 

States policy, technical, and economic as-
sistance can be used in the Caribbean re-
gion— 

(i) to advance renewable energy develop-
ment and the incorporation of renewable 
technologies into existing energy grids and 
the development and deployment of micro- 
grids where appropriate and feasible to boost 
energy security and reliability, particularly 
to underserved communities; 

(ii) to increase the generation of clean en-
ergy sufficiently to replace and allow for the 
retirement of obsolete fossil fuel energy gen-
eration units in Caribbean countries; 

(iii) to create regional financing opportuni-
ties to allow for lower cost energy entrepre-
neurship; 

(iv) to deploy transaction advisors in the 
region to help attract private investment 
and break down any market or regulatory 
barriers; and 

(v) to establish a mechanism for each host 
government to have access to independent 
legal advice— 

(I) to speed the development of energy-re-
lated contracts; and 

(II) to better protect the interests of Carib-
bean governments and citizens. 

(3) CONSULTATION.—In devising the strat-
egy under this subsection, the Secretary of 
State shall work with the Secretary of En-
ergy and shall consult with— 

(A) the Secretary of the Interior; 
(B) the Secretary of Commerce; 
(C) the Secretary of the Treasury; 
(D) the Board of Directors of the Export- 

Import Bank of the United States; 
(E) the Board of Directors of the Develop-

ment Finance Corporation; 
(F) the Administrator of the United States 

Agency for International Development; 
(G) the Caribbean governments; 
(H) the Inter-American Development Bank; 
(I) the World Bank Group; and 
(J) the Caribbean Electric Utility Services 

Corporation. 
SEC. 507. SENSE OF CONGRESS ON CONSERVA-

TION OF THE AMAZON RIVER BASIN. 
(a) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the fol-

lowing findings: 
(1) The Amazon River basin and the Ama-

zon rainforest, often referred to as 
Amazonia— 

(A) covers more than 2,670,000 square miles 
in Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Ecuador, 
French Guiana, Guyana, Peru, Suriname, 
and Venezuela; and 

(B) is home to more species of plants and 
animals than any other terrestrial eco-
system on the planet, housing nearly 30 per-
cent of the world’s species, which apart from 
their intrinsic value as living organisms, 
have potential value in the form of medicine, 
research, textiles, food, and other products 
for the region’s population. 

(2) Tens of millions of people depend on 
services afforded by the Amazon forest, in-
cluding— 

(A) the use of rivers for transportation; 
(B) reliance on logging and collection of 

non-timber forest products as major indus-
tries for employment; and 

(C) the cultivation of nutrients in flood-
plain areas for agriculture and areas for 
which the Amazon Basin is a watershed. 

(3) The Amazon River has long been recog-
nized as an important repository of biodiver-
sity and natural resources, not only for local 
peoples and indigenous communities, but 
also for the rest of the world due to— 

(A) its fresh water, which provides count-
less services for humans in the form of water 
agriculture, transportation, and food and 
serves as an important habitat for countless 
species, including over 2,500 species of fish 
and river dolphins; 

(B) its medicinal plants, which are contin-
ually used by local peoples to treat tradi-
tional diseases, including malaria (one of the 
most lethal diseases in the tropics), and 
which constitute 70 percent of the plant spe-
cies in the world found to have anti-cancer 
properties; 

(C) its important role as an oxygen source, 
producing 20 percent of the Earth’s oxygen 
and earning the Amazon forest the nickname 
‘‘lungs of our Earth’’ for its role in taking in 
enormous amounts of the carbon dioxide 
emitted by human activity and the burning 
of fossil fuels and replacing it with the oxy-
gen we breathe through the process of photo-
synthesis; 

(D) its food supply, which is associated 
with rainforests, including coffee, rice, choc-
olate, tomatoes, potatoes, bananas, black 
pepper, pineapples, and corn; 

(E) its role in climate control caused by its 
exchange of enormous quantities of water 
and energy with the surrounding atmos-
phere, which is estimated as being respon-
sible for creating 75 percent of its own rain-
fall, which feeds the nearby rivers through 
evapotranspiration before flowing directly 
into the ocean and influencing the currents 
that impact the climate; and 

(F) ecotourism, which produces annual 
profits of more than $11,600,000, which bene-
fits the local economy, enhances the quality 
of living through securing more jobs, and 
educates global citizens regarding the impor-
tance of maintaining the world’s natural 
spaces. 

(4) Public opinion research, conducted by 
the Brazilian polling firm Datafolha in 2020, 
found that— 

(A) 87 percent of the respondents felt 
strongly that conservation of the Amazon is 
very important; 

(B) 73 percent of the respondents are con-
cerned with the rate of increased deforest-
ation in the Amazon basin; 

(C) 77 percent of the respondents believed 
strongly that the conduct and policies of the 
ministries responsible for management and 
conservation of the Amazon have contrib-
uted to deforestation in the Amazon; 

(D) 92.5 percent of the respondents believe 
Brazil should prioritize the pursuit of eco-
nomic activities in the Amazon basin that do 
not contribute to deforestation; and 

(E) only 5.6 percent of the respondents 
think that forests need to be cut down to 
promote economic growth in the region. 

(5) The recent 8,850 square kilometer reduc-
tion of the Amazon forest, exacerbated by 
climate change, has resulted in a significant 
decrease in the ample benefits described in 
paragraph (3), in addition to the displace-
ment of many indigenous peoples due to the 
lessened economic opportunity. 

(6) Clear cutting has disrupted the habitat 
for plants and animals in the region, frac-
turing the fragile forest ecology by causing 
species to migrate and sometimes disappear. 

(7) As of September 2020, Brazil’s National 
Institute for Space Research reported that 
45,067 fires have burned in the Amazon River 
basin and more than 63,000 fires have burned 
in all of Brazil in 2020. 

(8) The removal of trees from the Amazon 
River basin has decreased water and nutrient 
uptake, while increasing runoff with greater 
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loads of both nitrogen and phosphorus con-
centrations, deteriorating the quality of 
fresh water, and putting the environment at 
greater risk for disasters like flooding and 
landslides. 

(9) The Government of Brazil has histori-
cally recognized the negative repercussions 
of deforestation via processes like clear cut-
ting, which had facilitated Brazil’s establish-
ment and maintenance of numerous success-
ful conservation policies and payments for 
environmental service programs, such as— 

(A) Reducing Emissions from Deforestation 
and Forest Degradation projects, such as the 
Juma project in Amazonas and the Surui 
project in Acre and subnational-scale pro-
gram in Acre and Mato Grosso, which seek 
to reduce global warming by stopping emis-
sions related to deforestation; 

(B) jurisdictional programs involving the 
collaboration of several groups, including 
farmers, government officials, businesses, 
and nongovernmental organizations, to 
achieve consensus on sustainability mile-
stones; 

(C) the Amazon Fund, which is primarily 
funded by the Government of Norway to im-
plement payments for forest conservation 
activities; and 

(D) the Bolsa Floresta program in the Bra-
zilian state of Amazonas, which pays land-
owners and communities to help protect for-
est areas. 

(10) United States and multilateral co-
operation efforts to protect and restore the 
Amazon have yielded significant beneficial 
impacts, such as— 

(A) the reduction of deforestation by more 
than 80 percent; and 

(B) the World Bank’s establishment of 
more than 25 percent of the areas protected 
from correspondence. 

(11) The UNESCO World Heritage site 
verifies the importance of the Amazon River 
basin being one of the richest areas in the 
planet in terms of biodiversity, ecological 
and biological processes. Deforestation and 
potential new policies could harmfully limit 
its natural resources if their benefits are not 
taken into serious consideration. 

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 
Congress that— 

(1) the President should— 
(A) engage with the Government of Brazil, 

through bilateral and multilateral efforts, on 
its Amazon development and deforestation 
policies, in support of the Brazilian people’s 
and the private sector’s interest in con-
serving the Amazon rainforest; 

(B) promote stewardship and conservation 
policies that support sustainable economic 
growth activities in the Amazon River basin; 

(C) consider the Government of Brazil’s 
management and land use conversion of the 
Amazon River basin policies when assessing, 
negotiating, or developing new bilateral 
agreements with Brazil, including trade 
agreements, or engaging in relevant inter-
national forums; 

(D) in the spirit of Brazil’s leadership 
hosting the 1992 Rio Summit, which led to 
the establishment of the UNFCCC, urge the 
Government of Brazil to enhance the ambi-
tion of Brazil’s efforts to mitigate green-
house gas emissions; and 

(E) encourage the Government of Brazil, 
through bilateral and multilateral efforts, to 
immediately work proactively to address cli-
mate change and to promote low carbon and 
sustainable economic development; 

(2) the United States Ambassador to Brazil 
should immediately engage with the Govern-
ment of Brazil to support improvements to 
stewardship efforts of the Amazon rainforest 
and to assist with urgent efforts to combat 
fires burning across the Amazon River basin 
by— 

(A) amplifying the Brazilian people’s con-
cerns— 

(i) about climate change and seeking op-
portunities for cooperative climate action 
through the United States-Brazil bilateral 
relationship; and 

(ii) with Brazil’s management and land use 
conversion policies affecting the Amazon 
River basin; 

(B) reinforcing United States’ support for 
the important role civil society is playing to 
keep the public informed about the impor-
tance of Amazon conservation, particularly 
as it relates to regulating carbon in the 
Earth’s atmosphere; and 

(C) offering support for efforts to combat 
fires in the Amazon River basin that are ex-
acerbating Brazil’s environmental crisis; and 

(3) the Secretary of the Treasury should 
provide financial and technical assistance to 
combat wildfires burning across the Brazil, 
including in the Amazon River basin. 

(c) POLICY STATEMENT.—The Secretary of 
State shall elevate bilateral engagements 
around cooperation and peer-to-peer ac-
countability on Brazil’s climate action com-
mitments by— 

(1) supporting the efforts of the Govern-
ment of Brazil to increase sustainable devel-
opment of the Amazon region, including by 
strengthening environmental enforcement 
and ending illegal deforestation; 

(2) encouraging the Government of Brazil 
to enforce its conservation laws, which in-
clude— 

(A) restoring the responsibility of man-
aging indigenous reserves and the demarca-
tion of lands back to indigenous peoples; 

(B) deescalating violence against indige-
nous peoples, prosecuting individuals and en-
tities that threaten or harm indigenous peo-
ples or communities, and maintain the Na-
tional Indian Foundation; 

(C) addressing activities that increase de-
forestation rates in the Amazon basin, which 
include— 

(i) curtailing indigenous people’s land 
rights; and 

(ii) unsustainable cattle ranching, soy bean 
farming, mining, hydropower dam construc-
tion, and highway construction activities; 

(D) threatening to degrade Brazil’s carbon 
emissions reductions commitments that are 
heavily based upon the conservation of Bra-
zil’s rainforests; and 

(E) addressing challenges for civil society 
to operate, oversee, and advocate for the 
continued conservation and restoration of 
the Amazon River basin; 

(3) encouraging, to the maximum extent 
practicable, the Government of Brazil to de-
velop and deliver ambitious pledges to re-
duce greenhouse gas emissions under the 
Paris Agreement, while holding Brazil ac-
countable for delivering on its commit-
ments; 

(4) supporting the voice of Brazilian civil 
society and the role civil society plays in ad-
vancing civil society’s efforts to protect Bra-
zil’s natural resources and helping ensure 
civil society’s abilities to operate, oversee, 
and advocate for the continued conservation 
and restoration of the Amazon River basin; 

(5) advancing the rights and protections of 
indigenous peoples whose communities, well- 
being, and opportunities for economic 
growth are frequently put at risk by defor-
estation, extractive industries, commercial 
scale agriculture, and hydropower dam con-
struction; 

(6) listening to and engaging with the peo-
ple of Brazil on their country’s commitments 
to advancing conservation efforts in the 
Amazon River basin that allow for sustain-
able economic growth, while protecting the 
Amazon rainforest and Amazon River basin’s 
important and unique resources despite the 
proposed changes; 

(7) renewing support for programs that 
support Amazonian nations, civil society, 
and local leaders, including indigenous com-
munities, in maintaining critically impor-
tant conservation efforts to protect and re-
store the Amazon River basin ecosystem; 
and 

(8) supporting efforts by subnational gov-
ernments and the private sector to advance 
sustainable development and reduce defor-
estation in the Amazon region. 

SEC. 508. SENSE OF CONGRESS REGARDING RE-
NEWABLE ENERGY IN INDONESIA. 

It is the sense of Congress that— 
(1) cooperation on the development and de-

ployment of renewable energy technologies 
should be a priority in relations between the 
United States and Indonesia and the top pri-
ority in the countries’ energy diplomacy; 

(2) it is in the interest of United States to 
support the growth of Indonesia’s renewable 
energy sector in environmentally and so-
cially responsible ways that— 

(A) reduce reliance on fossil fuels in ways 
that do not increase pressure on the land 
sector or increase land-based emissions; 

(B) mitigate greenhouse gas emissions; 
(C) provide economic opportunities; and 
(D) improve the climate security of Indo-

nesia; 
(3) the United States, through the Bureau 

of Energy Resources of the Department of 
State, the United States International De-
velopment Finance Corporation, the Depart-
ment of Energy, the Export-Import Bank of 
the United States, the International Trade 
Administration, and the United States Agen-
cy for International Development, should en-
courage private sector investment in and fi-
nancing for the development and deployment 
of renewable power sources in Indonesia; 

(4) the United States should— 
(A) support and encourage Indonesia to 

pursue ambitious growth from solar and 
wind sources of energy generation; and 

(B) provide technical assistance to the 
Government of Indonesia and subnational 
authorities on regulatory reforms and ad-
dressing other barriers to deployment of re-
newable energy; and 

(5) it is in the interest of United States re-
frigeration and refrigerant production indus-
tries to help serve Indonesia’s increased de-
mand for refrigeration and air conditioning, 
and the adoption of the Kigali Amendment 
to the Montreal Protocol, is driving innova-
tion and investments in next-generation re-
frigeration equipment and refrigerants in In-
donesia. 

TITLE VI—WOMEN AND CLIMATE CHANGE 
ACT 

SEC. 601. SHORT TITLE. 

This title may be cited as the ‘‘Women and 
Climate Change Act’’. 

SEC. 602. FINDINGS. 

Congress makes the following findings: 
(1) Women in the United States and around 

the world are— 
(A) the linchpin of families and commu-

nities; and 
(B) often the first to feel the immediate 

and adverse effects of social, environmental, 
and economic stresses on their families and 
communities. 

(2) The United Nations has recognized, as a 
central organizing principle for its work, 
that ‘‘no enduring solution to society’s most 
threatening social, economic and political 
problems can be found without the full par-
ticipation, and the full empowerment, of the 
world’s women.’’. 

(3) The United Nations Development Pro-
gramme’s Human Development Report 2013 
predicted that the number of people living in 
extreme poverty could increase by up to 
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3,000,000,000 by 2050 unless environmental dis-
asters are averted by coordinated global ac-
tion. 

(4) Climate change is already forcing the 
most vulnerable communities and popu-
lations in developing countries to face un-
precedented climate stress, including— 

(A) slow onset effects of climate change, 
such as sea level rise, increasing tempera-
tures, water scarcity, and drought; and 

(B) severe weather events and floods, which 
can lead to reduced agricultural produc-
tivity, food insecurity, and increased disease. 

(5) Climate change— 
(A) exacerbates issues of resource scarcity 

and lack of accessibility to primary natural 
resources, forest resources, and arable land 
for food production; 

(B) contributes to increased tension and in-
stability, particularly in countries and re-
gions with poor or weak governance systems; 
and 

(C) increases the workload and stresses on 
women farmers, who are estimated to 
produce nearly 50 percent of the food con-
sumed in most developing countries, which 
exacerbates food insecurity. 

(6) Women will disproportionately face 
harmful impacts from climate change, par-
ticularly in poor and developing countries in 
which women regularly assume increased re-
sponsibility for— 

(A) growing the family’s food; 
(B) collecting water, fuel, and other re-

sources; 
(C) earning money; and 
(D) sending remittances. 
(7) Epidemics, such as malaria and Zika, 

are expected to worsen and spread due to 
variations in climate, putting women and 
girls (especially those who are pregnant, who 
are lactating, or who hope to become preg-
nant) and children without access to preven-
tion and medical services at risk. 

(8) The direct and indirect effects of cli-
mate change have a disproportionate impact 
on marginalized women, including refugees, 
displaced persons, migrants, religious, ra-
cial, or ethnic minorities, adolescent girls, 
lesbian and trans women, women living in 
poverty, and women and girls with disabil-
ities and those infected with HIV. 

(9) Conflict has a disproportionate impact 
on the most vulnerable communities and 
populations, including women, and can be ex-
acerbated in regions of the world with chang-
ing or harsher climates, leading to migra-
tion, forced displacement, and conflicts over 
scarce natural resources, including land and 
water. 

(10) Internally displaced, refugee, and 
stateless women and girls face extreme vio-
lence and threats, including— 

(A) being forced to exchange sex for food 
and humanitarian supplies; 

(B) being at increased risk of gender-based 
violence, sexual exploitation, and abuse; 

(C) reduced access to services and care; and 
(D) increased risk for contracting HIV or 

sexually-transmitted infections, having an 
unplanned pregnancy, and experiencing poor 
reproductive health 

(11) Climate change is predicted to lead to 
increasing frequency and intensity of ex-
treme weather conditions, precipitating the 
occurrence of natural disasters around the 
globe. 

(12) The relocation and death of women as 
a result of climate change-related disasters 
often has devastating impacts on social sup-
port networks, family ties, and the coping 
capacity of families and communities. 

(13) The ability of women to adapt to cli-
mate change is constrained by underlying 
gender inequality, including a lack of— 

(A) economic freedoms; 
(B) property, land tenure, and inheritance 

rights; 

(C) access to financial resources, edu-
cation, family planning, and reproductive 
healthcare services; and 

(D) quality tools, equipment, and tech-
nology that support economic opportunity 
and independence. 

(14) Despite having unique capabilities and 
knowledge to promote, plan, and execute ac-
tivities to enhance communities’ climate 
change adaption and resilience capacities, 
women often have insufficient resources, are 
not empowered to take such actions, and are 
often excluded from leadership and decision- 
making processes. 

(15) Women have a multiplier effect be-
cause women use their income and resources, 
when given the necessary tools, to increase 
the well-being of their children and families, 
playing a critical role in reducing food inse-
curity, poverty, and socioeconomic effects of 
climate change. 

(16) Women are often underrepresented in 
the development and formulation of policy 
regarding mitigation and adaptation to cli-
mate change, even though women are often 
in the best position to provide and consult 
on adaptive strategies. 
SEC. 603. DEFINITIONS. 

In this title: 
(1) AMBASSADOR-AT-LARGE.—The term 

‘‘Ambassador-at-Large’’ means the Ambas-
sador-at-Large for the Office of Global Wom-
en’s Issues of the Department of State. 

(2) CLIMATE-DISPLACED PERSON.—The term 
‘‘climate-displaced person’’ means any per-
son who, for reasons of sudden or progressive 
change in the environment that adversely af-
fects his or her life or living conditions— 

(A) is obliged to leave his or her habitual 
home, either within his or her country of na-
tionality or in another country; 

(B) is in need of a durable resettlement so-
lution; and 

(C) whose government cannot or will not 
provide such durable resettlement solution. 

(3) DISPARATE IMPACT.—The term ‘‘dis-
parate impact’’ refers to the historical and 
ongoing impacts of the pattern and practice 
of discrimination in employment, education, 
housing, banking, health, and nearly every 
other aspect of life in the economy, society, 
or culture that have an adverse impact on 
minorities, women, or other protected 
groups, regardless of whether such practices 
were motivated by discriminatory intent. 

(4) ENVIRONMENTAL DISASTERS.—The term 
‘‘environmental disasters’’ means specific 
events caused by human activity that result 
in seriously negative effects on the environ-
ment. 

(5) SPECIAL COORDINATOR.—The term ‘‘Spe-
cial Coordinator’’ means the senior coordi-
nator appointed pursuant to section 607(c). 

(6) WORKING GROUP.—The term ‘‘Working 
Group’’ means the Federal Interagency 
Working Group on Women and Climate 
Change established under section 605. 
SEC. 604. STATEMENT OF POLICY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—It is the policy of the 
United States, in partnership with affected 
countries, donor country governments, inter-
national financial institutions, international 
nongovernmental organizations, multilat-
eral organizations, and civil society groups, 
especially those led by women— 

(1) to combat the leading causes of climate 
change; 

(2) to mitigate the effects of climate 
change on women and girls; and 

(3) to elevate the participation of women in 
policy, program, and community decision- 
making processes with respect to climate 
change. 

(b) IMPLEMENTATION.—The policy described 
in subsection (a) shall be carried out by— 

(1) establishing the Federal Interagency 
Working Group on Women and Climate 

Change to prevent and respond to the effects 
of climate change on women globally; and 

(2) implementing a coordinated, inte-
grated, evidence-based, and comprehensive 
strategy on women and climate change 
through United States policies. 
SEC. 605. FEDERAL INTERAGENCY WORKING 

GROUP ON WOMEN AND CLIMATE 
CHANGE. 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established 
in the Department of State the Federal 
Interagency Working Group on Women and 
Climate Change. 

(b) CHAIRPERSON.—The Ambassador-at- 
Large, or the Special Coordinator, shall 
serve as the chairperson of the Working 
Group. 

(c) MEMBERSHIP.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Working Group shall 

be composed of a senior-level representative 
from each of the Federal agencies and bu-
reaus and offices of the Department of State 
described in paragraph (2), as selected by the 
head of the respective agency or subagency. 

(2) FEDERAL AGENCIES.—The Federal agen-
cies and bureaus and offices of the Depart-
ment of State described in this paragraph 
are— 

(A) the Department of State, including— 
(i) the Office of Global Women’s Issues; 
(ii) the Office of Civil Rights; 
(iii) the Bureau of Oceans and Inter-

national Environmental and Scientific Af-
fairs; 

(iv) the Bureau of Population, Refugees, 
and Migration; 

(v) the Bureau of Democracy, Human 
Rights, and Labor; and 

(vi) the Bureau of International Organiza-
tion Affairs; 

(B) the United States Agency for Inter-
national Development; 

(C) the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention; 

(D) the Environmental Protection Agency; 
(E) the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Administration; 
(F) the National Institutes of Health; 
(G) the National Science Foundation; 
(H) the Council on Environmental Quality; 

and 
(I) the Millennium Challenge Corporation. 
(3) REPRESENTATIVES OF ADDITIONAL AGEN-

CIES.—The Ambassador-at-Large, or the Spe-
cial Coordinator, may request the participa-
tion of representatives of other relevant 
agencies or departments on a limited-time 
basis. 

(d) FUNCTIONS.—The Working Group shall— 
(1) coordinate and integrate the develop-

ment of all policies and activities of the Fed-
eral Government relating to— 

(A) combating the effects of climate 
change on women in the national and inter-
national sphere; and 

(B) improving the response and strategy of 
the Federal Government to fight climate 
change for the security of the United States 
and the international community; 

(2) allow each member of the Working 
Group to act as a representative for the 
Working Group within the Federal depart-
ment or agency of such member to facilitate 
implementation of the Working Group poli-
cies within such department or agency; 

(3) ensure that all relevant Federal depart-
ments and agencies comply with appropriate 
guidelines, policies, and directives from the 
Working Group pertaining to issues and re-
sponsibilities related to climate change and 
women; 

(4) ensure that Federal departments or 
agencies, State governments, and relevant 
congressional committees, in consultation 
with nongovernmental organizations and 
policy experts in the field and State and 
local government officials who administer or 
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direct policy for programs relating to cli-
mate change and women— 

(A) have access to, receive, and appro-
priately disseminate best practices in the ad-
ministration of such programs; 

(B) have adequate resources to maximize 
the public awareness of such programs; 

(C) increase the reach of such programs; 
(D) collect and share relevant data, includ-

ing sex and age disaggregated data; and 
(E) issue relevant guidance; and 
(5) identify and disseminate best practices 

to each relevant Federal department and 
agency regarding how to improve the collec-
tion of data relevant to the disparate impact 
of climate change on women (especially 
marginalized women), including— 

(A) unpaid and paid care work; 
(B) access to decent work opportunities; 
(C) community advocacy, activism, and 

representation; 
(D) access to education for women and 

girls; 
(E) access to comprehensive health care, 

including reproductive health and rights; 
(F) participation in professional trades, in-

cluding agriculture; 
(G) rights and access to resources, such as 

land, financial services and credit, training, 
and tools and equipment; 

(H) abilities to achieve durable solutions to 
displacement, including integration, return, 
or resettlement; 

(I) food insecurity and desertification; 
(J) community infrastructure, multilevel 

government adaptability, and climate resil-
ience; 

(K) climate and weather-related crisis re-
sponse, including safety from gender-based 
violence; and 

(L) women’s involvement and leadership in 
the development of frameworks and policies 
for climate resilience. 

(e) CONSULTATION.—The Working Group 
may consult and obtain recommendations 
from such independent nongovernmental pol-
icy experts, State and local government offi-
cials, independent groups and organizations, 
or other groups or organizations as the Am-
bassador-at-Large, or the Special Coordi-
nator, determines will assist in carrying out 
the mission of the Working Group. 

(f) FREQUENCY OF MEETINGS.—The Working 
Group shall meet not less frequently than 
quarterly to discuss and develop policies, 
projects, and programs referred to in sub-
section (d). 
SEC. 606. DEVELOPMENT AND IMPLEMENTATION 

OF STRATEGY AND POLICIES TO 
PREVENT AND RESPOND TO THE EF-
FECTS OF CLIMATE CHANGE ON 
WOMEN GLOBALLY. 

(a) INITIAL STRATEGY REQUIRED.—Not later 
than 180 days after the date of the enactment 
of this Act, the Ambassador-at-Large, or the 
Special Coordinator, in consultation with 
the Working Group, shall develop and submit 
to the appropriate congressional committees 
a United States National and International 
Strategy to prevent and respond to the ef-
fects of climate change on women. 

(b) CONTENTS.—The strategy submitted 
under subsection (a) shall include— 

(1) recognizing the disparate impacts of cli-
mate change on women and the efforts of 
women globally to address climate change; 

(2) taking effective action— 
(A) to prevent and respond to climate 

change and mitigate the effects of climate 
change on women around the world; and 

(B) to promote gender equality, economic 
growth, public health, racial justice, prin-
cipled humanitarian access, and human 
rights; 

(3) implementing the United Nations Sus-
tainable Development Goals listed in sub-
section (f) through and beyond 2030 to pre-
vent and respond to the effects of climate 
change on women globally; 

(4) implementing balanced gender partici-
pation to avoid reinforcing binary roles, es-
pecially among individuals from the commu-
nities most impacted, in climate change ad-
aptation and mitigation efforts, including in 
governance and diplomatic positions within 
the United States Government; 

(5) working at the local, national, and 
international levels, including with individ-
uals, families, and communities, to prevent 
and respond to the effects of climate change 
on women; 

(6) systematically integrating and coordi-
nating efforts to prevent and respond to the 
effects of climate change on women inter-
nationally into United States foreign policy 
and foreign assistance programs; 

(7) investing in research on climate change 
through appropriate Federal departments or 
agencies and funding of university and inde-
pendent research groups on the various 
causes and effects of climate change; 

(8) developing and implementing gender- 
sensitive frameworks in policies to address 
climate change that account for the specific 
impacts of climate change on women; 

(9) developing policies to support women 
who are particularly vulnerable to the im-
pacts of climate change to prepare for, build 
their resilience to, and adapt to such im-
pacts, including a commitment to increase 
education and training opportunities for 
women to develop local resilience plans to 
address the effects of climate change; 

(10) developing and investing in programs, 
in coordination with the diplomatic missions 
of other countries, that— 

(A) educate and empower women and girls 
in the United States and around the world; 

(B) gather information on how climate 
change is affecting their lives; and 

(C) provide guidance on the needs of their 
families and communities in the face of cli-
mate change; 

(11) consulting with representatives of civil 
society, including nongovernmental organi-
zations, community and faith-based organi-
zations, multilateral organizations, local and 
international civil society groups, and local 
climate change organizations and their bene-
ficiaries, that have demonstrated experience 
in preventing and responding to the effects 
of climate change on women; 

(12) supporting and building local capacity 
in developing countries, including in govern-
ments at all levels and in nongovernmental 
organizations (especially women-led organi-
zations), to prevent and respond to the ef-
fects of climate change on women; 

(13) developing programs to empower 
women in communities to meaningfully en-
gage in the planning, design, implementa-
tion, and evaluation of strategies to address 
climate change while taking into account 
their roles and resources; 

(14) including women in economic develop-
ment planning, policies, and practices that 
directly improve conditions that result from 
climate change; 

(15) integrating gender analysis in all poli-
cies and programs in the United States that 
are globally related to climate change; and 

(16) ensuring that such policies and pro-
grams support women globally to prepare 
for, build resilience for, and adapt to, cli-
mate change. 

(c) UPDATES.—The Ambassador-at-Large, 
or the Special Coordinator, shall— 

(1) consult with the Working Group to col-
lect information and feedback; and 

(2) update the strategy and programs to 
prevent and respond to the effects of climate 
change on women globally, as the Ambas-
sador-at-Large, or the Special Coordinator, 
considers appropriate. 

(d) IMPLEMENTATION PLAN AND BUDGET RE-
QUIRED.—Not later than 60 days after the 
submission of the strategy under subsection 

(a), the Senior Coordinator shall submit an 
implementation plan and budget for the 
strategy to the appropriate congressional 
committees. 

(e) ASSISTANCE AND CONSULTATION.—The 
Senior Coordinator shall assist and provide 
consultation to the Secretary of State in 
preventing and responding to the effects of 
climate change on women globally. 

(f) UNITED NATIONS SUSTAINABLE DEVELOP-
MENT GOALS THROUGH AND BEYOND 2030.—The 
United Nations Sustainable Development 
Goals listed in this subsection are— 

(1) ending poverty in all its forms every-
where; 

(2) ending hunger, achieving food security 
and improved nutrition, and promoting sus-
tainable agriculture; 

(3) ensuring healthy lives and promoting 
well-being for all and at all ages; 

(4) ensuring inclusive, equitable, and qual-
ity education and promoting lifelong learn-
ing opportunities for all; 

(5) achieving gender equality and empow-
ering all women and girls; 

(6) ensuring the availability and sustain-
able management of water and sanitation for 
all; 

(7) ensuring access to affordable, reliable, 
sustainable, and modern energy for all; 

(8) promoting sustained, inclusive, and sus-
tainable economic growth, full and produc-
tive employment, and decent work for all; 

(9) building resilient infrastructure, pro-
moting inclusive and sustainable industrial-
ization, and fostering innovation; 

(10) reducing inequality within and among 
countries; 

(11) making cities and human settlements 
inclusive, safe, resilient, and sustainable; 

(12) ensuring sustainable consumption and 
production patterns; 

(13) taking urgent action to combat cli-
mate change and its impacts; 

(14) conserving and sustainably using the 
oceans, seas, and marine resources for sus-
tainable development; 

(15) protecting, restoring, and promoting 
sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, 
sustainably managing forests, combating 
desertification, and halting and reversing 
land degradation and biodiversity loss; 

(16) promoting peaceful and inclusive soci-
eties for sustainable development, providing 
access to justice for all, and building effec-
tive, accountable and inclusive institutions 
at all levels; and 

(17) strengthening the means of policy im-
plementation and revitalizing the global 
partnership for sustainable development. 
SEC. 607. CLIMATE CHANGE WITHIN THE OFFICE 

OF GLOBAL WOMEN’S ISSUES. 
(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Ambassador-at- 

Large for the Office of Global Women’s 
Issues of the Department of State shall chair 
the Federal Interagency Working Group on 
Women and Climate Change. 

(b) FUNCTIONS.—The Ambassador-at-Large 
shall— 

(1) direct the activities, policies, programs, 
and funding of the Department of State re-
lating to the effects of climate change on 
women, including with respect to efforts to 
prevent and respond to those effects; 

(2) coordinate closely with the Climate Se-
curity Coordinator appointed pursuant to 
section 1(g) of the State Department Basic 
Authorities Act of 1956, as added by section 
102, regarding matters related to climate 
change’s effects on women and related secu-
rity and diplomatic matters and engage-
ments; 

(3) advise the Secretary of State, the rel-
evant heads of other Federal departments 
and independent agencies, and other entities 
within the Executive Office of the President, 
regarding the establishment of— 
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(A) policies, goals, objectives, and prior-

ities for addressing and combating the ef-
fects of climate change on women; and 

(B) mechanisms to improve the effective-
ness, coordination, impact, and outcomes of 
programs relating to addressing and com-
bating the effects of climate change on 
women, in coordination with experts in the 
field, nongovernmental organizations, and 
foreign governments; and 

(4) identify and assist in the resolution of 
any disputes that arise between Federal 
agencies relating to policies and programs to 
address and combat the effects of climate 
change on women or other matters within 
the responsibility of the Office of Global 
Women’s Issues. 

(c) SPECIAL COORDINATOR.—The Ambas-
sador-at-Large may appoint a senior coordi-
nator as the designee responsible for car-
rying out the functions described in sub-
section (b). 

(d) BRIEFING AND REPORT.—Not later than 
180 days after the date of the enactment of 
this Act, and annually thereafter, the Am-
bassador-at-Large shall— 

(1) brief the appropriate congressional 
committees regarding— 

(A) the effects of climate change on 
women; and 

(B) the prevention and response strategies, 
programming, and associated outcomes with 
respect to climate change; and 

(2) submit an assessment of the human and 
financial resources necessary to carry out 
this title to the appropriate congressional 
committees. 

By Mr. CARPER (for himself, Mr. 
VAN HOLLEN, Mr. CARDIN, Mrs. 
GILLIBRAND, Mr. PADILLA, Mr. 
WARNOCK, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. 
SCHUMER, and Mr. COONS): 

S. 1202. A bill to establish a program 
to improve community connectivity by 
identifying and removing or mitigating 
infrastructural barriers that create ob-
stacles to mobility or economic devel-
opment or expose the community to 
pollution and other health and safety 
risks, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

Mr. CARPER. Mr. President, I want 
to share with my colleagues some in-
formation regarding the Reconnecting 
Communities Act, a bill that I have in-
troduced today along with my col-
leagues Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. CARDIN, 
Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. PADILLA, Mr. 
WARNOCK, Mr. SCHUMER and Mr. COONS. 
This legislation would address the leg-
acy of highway construction built 
through communities, especially 
through low-income communities and 
communities of color, which divided 
neighborhoods and erected barriers to 
mobility and opportunity. This legisla-
tion implements a central piece of 
President Biden’s American Jobs Plan, 
which calls for new Federal funding to 
address the need to remove infrastruc-
ture barriers in communities that have 
been historically disadvantaged and 
disconnected. 

The construction of our interstate 
highway system throughout the 20th 
Century had many positive aspects. It 
facilitated commerce and travel from 
coast to coast and connected our 
urban, suburban and rural areas. How-
ever, the construction of highways 

through established neighborhoods and 
cities also had a detrimental impact on 
the people who called those places 
home. 

Blocks of homes were torn down and 
vibrant commercial streets razed to 
make way for new highway construc-
tion, often without any input from the 
people who actually lived, worked, and 
owned businesses there. Many of these 
neighborhoods never fully recovered, 
and the highways divided cities, mak-
ing it difficult to get from one side to 
the other. This stifled economic devel-
opment and opportunity for those who 
were left behind. 

In the 1950s and 60s, the construction 
of I–95 through Wilmington, Delaware 
resulted in the demolition of homes, 
churches, and businesses, and cut off 
neighbors from each other. The ability 
to easily walk to the store or to 
church, or to have a sense of commu-
nity that living in a vibrant city 
brings, was destroyed for many people 
who lived near that path of the inter-
state. And this is not unique to Wil-
mington. From Baltimore to New Orle-
ans, cities across the country are grap-
pling with what to do with aging inter-
states blighting their neighborhoods. 

The Reconnecting Communities Act 
is designed to address this legacy of 
our highway system by funding 
projects that would remove or re-
imagine infrastructure barriers, includ-
ing elevated highway overpasses and 
highways that were built below grade. 
The bill would authorize $15 billion 
over the next five years to establish a 
new federal grant program at the De-
partment of Transportation to help 
States and local entities with planning, 
construction and local capacity build-
ing. Specifically, it would do the fol-
lowing: 

First, the bill would provide grants 
to local and Tribal governments, Met-
ropolitan Planning Organizations and 
non-profits, to help foster a greater ca-
pacity for local communities to par-
ticipate in the planning and decision- 
making process for transportation and 
economic development projects. This 
would help to ensure that new projects 
meet local needs. 

Second, it would provide grants for 
planning and feasibility studies, in-
cluding studies to look at the effect of 
a project on traffic and congestion, ac-
cessibility and equity. 

Third, it would provide grants to 
carry out construction projects that 
would either remove a highway infra-
structure barrier, or re-envision or ret-
rofit the existing structure to improve 
mobility across it. This includes cap-
ping a highway like I–95 in Wil-
mington. or transforming a highway 
into an at-grade roadway as has been 
envisioned in other States. 

As communities across the Nation 
are beginning to reimagine their down-
towns to provide more sustainable and 
equitable access, this bill will support 
local efforts to reconnect and revitalize 
areas that were harmed by the con-
struction of the Interstate Highway 
System. 

I would like to thank my colleagues 
who have joined me by cosponsoring 
the Reconnecting Communities Act. In 
particular, I am appreciative of the 
leadership of the junior senator from 
Maryland, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, who helped 
to bring this issue to the attention of 
the Environment and Public Works 
Committee last Congress. 

I hope that all of my colleagues will 
join us to advance this important legis-
lation, which I will be working to in-
clude in our comprehensive surface 
transportation reauthorization bill this 
year. 

By Mr. THUNE (for himself, Mr. 
CRAPO, and Mr. CORNYN): 

S. 1206. A bill to limit the authority 
of the Secretary of Labor to modify the 
pandemic unemployment assistance 
program, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the text of the 
bill be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 1206 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘PUA Eligi-
bility Clarification Act of 2021’’. 
SEC. 2. PANDEMIC UNEMPLOYMENT ASSISTANCE. 

(a) AMENDMENTS.—Section 2102(a)(3) of the 
CARES Act (15 U.S.C. 9021(a)(3)) is amend-
ed— 

(1) in subparagraph (A)(ii)(I)— 
(A) in item (ii), by adding ‘‘or’’ at the end; 

and 
(B) by striking item (kk); and 
(2) in subparagraph (B)(ii), by striking 

‘‘through (kk)’’ and inserting ‘‘through (jj)’’. 
(b) REPEAL OF GUIDANCE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Labor 

shall rescind the guidance entitled, Ex-
panded Eligibility Provisions for the Pan-
demic Unemployment Assistance (PUA) Pro-
gram, issued on February 25, 2021. 

(2) REPAYMENT NOT REQUIRED.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

subparagraph (B), in the case of an indi-
vidual who received pandemic unemploy-
ment assistance amounts pursuant to the 
guidance described in paragraph (1) before 
the date of enactment of this Act, the indi-
vidual shall not be required to repay the 
amounts. 

(B) EXCEPTION.—Subparagraph (A) shall 
not apply to any individual who, as of the 
date of enactment of this Act, was approved 
to receive compensation amounts pursuant 
to the guidance described in paragraph (1)(A) 
but had not yet received the amounts. 

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself and 
Ms. DUCKWORTH): 

S. 1211. A bill to establish the 
Cahokia Mounds Mississippian Culture 
National Historic Park in Collinsville, 
Illinois, Monroe, Madison, and St. Clair 
Counties, Illinois, and St. Louis City 
County, Missouri, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources. 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the text of the 
bill be printed in the RECORD. 
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There being no objection, the text of 

the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 1211 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Cahokia 
Mounds Mississippian Culture National His-
torical Park Act’’. 
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) HISTORICAL PARK.—The term ‘‘historical 

park’’ means the Cahokia Mounds Mississip-
pian Culture National Historical Park estab-
lished by section 3(a). 

(2) MAP.—The term ‘‘map’’ means the map 
entitled ‘‘Cahokia Mounds Mississippian Cul-
ture National Historical Park, Boundary’’, 
numbered CMMC–NHP–107, and dated 05–31– 
2019. 

(3) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 
means the Secretary of the Interior. 

(4) STATES.—The term ‘‘States’’ means the 
States of Illinois and Missouri. 
SEC. 3. CAHOKIA MOUNDS MISSISSIPPIAN CUL-

TURE NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK, 
ILLINOIS AND MISSOURI. 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2), 

in order to preserve and interpret for the 
benefit of present and future generations the 
historical, cultural, and natural resources 
associated with the life of the Mississippian 
Culture and to preserve access for Native 
American spiritual practices and expres-
sions, there is established, as a unit of the 
National Park System, the Cahokia Mounds 
Mississippian Culture National Historical 
Park in— 

(A) Collinsville, Illinois; 
(B) Monroe, Madison, and St. Clair Coun-

ties, Illinois; and 
(C) St. Louis City County, Missouri. 
(2) DETERMINATION BY SECRETARY.—The 

historical park shall not be established until 
the date on which the Secretary determines 
that a sufficient quantity of land, or inter-
ests in land, has been acquired in accordance 
with subsection (c) to constitute a manage-
able unit. 

(3) NOTICE.—Not later than 30 days after 
the date on which the Secretary acquires 
sufficient land under subsection (c) to 
achieve compliance with paragraph (2), the 
Secretary shall publish in the Federal Reg-
ister a notice of the establishment of the his-
torical park. 

(4) AVAILABILITY OF MAP.—The map shall 
be on file and available for public inspection 
in the appropriate offices of the National 
Park Service. 

(b) BOUNDARY.—The boundary of the his-
torical park shall be the boundary as de-
picted on the map. 

(c) LAND ACQUISITION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2), 

the Secretary may acquire land and interests 
in land within the boundary of the historical 
park by— 

(A) donation; 
(B) purchase from a willing seller with do-

nated or appropriated funds; or 
(C) exchange. 
(2) LIMITATION.—Any land owned by the 

States or a political subdivision of 1 of the 
States may be acquired only by donation. 

(d) ADMINISTRATION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall ad-

minister the historical park in accordance 
with— 

(A) this section; and 
(B) the laws generally applicable to units 

of the National Park System, including— 
(i) sections 100101(a), 100751(a), 100752, 

100753, and 102101 of title 54, United States 
Code; and 

(ii) chapters 1003 and 3201 of title 54, United 
States Code. 

(2) COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may enter 

into cooperative agreements with the States 
and political subdivisions of the States, in-
stitutions of higher education, nonprofit or-
ganizations, Indian Tribes, and individuals— 

(i) to identify, interpret, and restore na-
tionally significant historical or cultural 
and natural resources relating to the life of 
the Mississippian Culture within the bound-
aries of the historical park, subject to the 
condition that such an agreement shall pro-
vide for reasonable public access; and 

(ii) to conduct research relating to the 
Mississippian Culture. 

(B) COST-SHARING.— 
(i) FEDERAL SHARE.—The Federal share of 

the total cost of any activity carried out 
under this paragraph shall be not more than 
50 percent. 

(ii) FORM OF NON-FEDERAL SHARE.—The 
non-Federal share of the cost of carrying out 
an activity under this paragraph may be in 
the form of— 

(I) in-kind contributions; or 
(II) goods or services fairly valued. 
(e) GENERAL MANAGEMENT PLAN.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 3 years 

after the date on which funds are made avail-
able to carry out this section, the Secretary 
shall prepare a general management plan for 
the historical park in accordance with sec-
tion 100502 of title 54, United States Code. 

(2) CONSULTATION.—In preparing the gen-
eral management plan under paragraph (1), 
the Secretary shall consult with— 

(A) the States and political subdivisions of 
the States; 

(B) institutions of higher education; 
(C) nonprofit organizations; 
(D) Indian Tribes; and 
(E) other affected individuals and entities, 

including— 
(i) the Illinois Department of Natural Re-

sources; 
(ii) the Osage Tribe; and 
(iii) the HeartLands Conservancy. 

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr. 
WARNOCK, and Ms. CORTEZ 
MASTO): 

S. 1212. A bill to address the needs of 
workers in industries likely to be im-
pacted by rapidly evolving tech-
nologies; to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the text of the 
bill be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 1212 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Investing in 
Tomorrow’s Workforce Act of 2021’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress makes the following findings: 
(1) In 2014, the United States spent just 0.1 

percent of the Nation’s Gross Domestic Prod-
uct on labor market policies, less than half 
of what the United States spent on labor 
market policies 30 years ago. 

(2) The number of workers receiving feder-
ally supported training has declined in the 
past 3 decades as advances in technology 
have simultaneously shifted labor market 
demand over time. 

(3) Job losses from automation are more 
likely to impact women, people of color, and 
workers making less than $40,000 annually. 

(4) The COVID–19 pandemic has accelerated 
trends in automation, with 43 percent of 
businesses in the World Economic Forum’s 
Future of Jobs survey indicating they plan 
to reduce their workforce as a result of tech-
nology integration. 

(5) Strong Federal investment in expanding 
training services for workers whose jobs may 
be lost due to automation could prepare the 
United States workforce to better adapt to 
changes in the labor market and enter into 
skilled positions in technologically oriented 
occupations and industries. 

(6) A focus on preparing the workforce of 
the United States for jobs that utilize ad-
vanced technologies could grow wages, in-
crease economic productivity, and boost the 
competitiveness of the United States. 
SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) AUTOMATION.—The term ‘‘automation’’ 

means a device, process, or system that func-
tions without continuous input from an op-
erator, including— 

(A) advanced technologies, such as— 
(i) data collection, classification proc-

essing, and analytics; and 
(ii) 3–D printing, digital design and simula-

tion, and digital manufacturing; 
(B) robotics, including collaborative robot-

ics, and worker augmentation technology; 
(C) autonomous vehicle technology; or 
(D) autonomous machinery technology. 
(2) DISLOCATED WORKER.—The term ‘‘dis-

located worker’’ has the meaning given the 
term in section 3 of the Workforce Innova-
tion and Opportunity Act (29 U.S.C. 3102). 

(3) IN-DEMAND INDUSTRY SECTOR OR OCCUPA-
TION.—The term ‘‘in-demand industry sector 
or occupation’’ has the meaning given the 
term in section 3 of that Act. 

(4) INTEGRATED EDUCATION AND TRAINING.— 
The term ‘‘integrated education and train-
ing’’ has the meaning given the term in sec-
tion 203 of that Act (29 U.S.C. 3272). 

(5) ELIGIBLE PARTNERSHIP.—The term ‘‘eli-
gible partnership’’ means an industry or sec-
tor partnership, as defined in section 3 of 
that Act, except that— 

(A) for purposes of applying paragraph 
(26)(A)(iii) of that section, the term ‘‘institu-
tion of higher education’’ has the meaning 
given the term in section 101 of the Higher 
Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1001); and 

(B) the partnership shall include, in addi-
tion to the representatives described in 
clauses (i) through (iii) of paragraph (26)(A) 
of that section, representatives of— 

(i) a State workforce development board or 
a local workforce development board; and 

(ii) an economic development organization. 
(6) GAO STUDY ON AUTOMATION.—The term 

‘‘GAO study on automation’’ means the 
study on automation conducted by the 
Comptroller General of the United States, as 
directed in House Report 116–450 (incor-
porated in the explanatory statement re-
garding the Consolidated Appropriations 
Act, 2021 (Public Law 116–260) in accordance 
with section 4 of such Act). 

(7) LOCAL AND STATE WORKFORCE DEVELOP-
MENT BOARDS.—The terms ‘‘local workforce 
development board’’ and ‘‘State workforce 
development board’’ have the meanings 
given the terms ‘‘local board’’ and ‘‘State 
board’’, respectively, in section 3 of the 
Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act 
(29 U.S.C. 3102). 

(8) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 
means the Secretary of Labor. 

(9) TRAINING SERVICES.—The term ‘‘train-
ing services’’ means training services de-
scribed in section 134(c)(3)(D) of that Act (29 
U.S.C. 3174(c)(3)(D)). 
SEC. 4. GRANTS TO IMPROVE TRAINING FOR 

WORKERS IMPACTED BY AUTOMA-
TION. 

(a) GRANTS AUTHORIZED.— 
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(1) IN GENERAL.—From the amounts appro-

priated under subsection (g) and beginning 
after the earlier of the date of submission of 
the GAO study on automation or October 1, 
2022, the Secretary of Labor shall award 
grants, on a competitive basis, to eligible 
partnerships to support demonstration and 
pilot projects relating to the training needs 
of workers who are, or are likely to become, 
dislocated workers as a result of automation. 

(2) DURATION.—A grant awarded under this 
section shall be for a period not to exceed 4 
years. 

(3) USE OF REPORT.—The Secretary shall 
use the GAO study on automation to inform 
the grant program carried out under this 
section. 

(b) APPLICATIONS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—To be eligible to receive a 

grant under this section, an eligible partner-
ship shall submit an application to the Sec-
retary at such time, in such manner, and 
containing such information as the Sec-
retary shall reasonably require. 

(2) CONTENTS.—Each application submitted 
under paragraph (1) shall include a descrip-
tion of the demonstration or pilot project to 
be completed with the grant funds, which de-
scription shall include— 

(A) a description of the members of the eli-
gible partnership who will be involved in the 
demonstration or pilot program and the 
services each member will provide; 

(B) a description of the training services 
that will be available to individuals partici-
pating in the demonstration or pilot project, 
which may include— 

(i) a plan to train dislocated workers from 
industries likely to be impacted by automa-
tion and transition the workers into region-
ally in-demand industry sectors or occupa-
tions; and 

(ii) a plan to partner with local businesses 
to retrain, upskill, and re-deploy workers 
within an industry as an alternative to lay-
offs; 

(C) a plan to provide workers with tech-
nology-based skills training, which may in-
clude training to provide skills related to 
coding, systems engineering, or information 
technology security, in addition to other 
skills; and 

(D) a description of the goals that the eli-
gible partnership intends to achieve to 
upskill workers and prepare them for in-de-
mand industry sectors or occupations. 

(c) PRIORITIES.—In awarding grants under 
this section, the Secretary shall give pri-
ority to— 

(1) eligible partnerships that are located in 
an area with a high concentration of— 

(A) industries with a higher likelihood of 
being impacted by automation; or 

(B) industries included in in-demand indus-
try sectors, as determined under subpara-
graphs (A)(i) and (B) of section 3(23) of the 
Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act 
(29 U.S.C. 3102(23)); 

(2) eligible partnerships— 
(A) with a plan to provide incumbent work-

er training— 
(i) to assist workers in obtaining the skills 

necessary to retain employment or avert 
layoffs; or 

(ii) that allows a worker working for an 
employer to acquire new skills that allow 
the worker to obtain a higher-skilled or 
higher-paid position with such employer; and 

(B) that partner with local employers that 
intend to backfill the pre-training positions 
of the incumbent workers by hiring new 
workers to fill those positions; 

(3) eligible partnerships that will provide 
workers with a transportation stipend, paid 
sick leave, paid family and medical leave, ac-
cess to child care services, or other employ-
ment benefits; or 

(4) eligible partnerships with a plan to de-
velop a shared training curriculum that can 
be used across local and regional networks of 
employers and training providers. 

(d) USE OF FUNDS.—An eligible partnership 
that receives a grant under this section shall 
use the grant funds for 1 or more of the fol-
lowing: 

(1) Providing training services under the 
demonstration or pilot project, which may 
include training services that prepare work-
ers for in-demand industry sectors or occupa-
tions. 

(2) Providing assistance for employers in 
developing a staff position for an individual 
who will be responsible for supporting train-
ing services provided under the grant. 

(3) Purchasing equipment or technology 
necessary for training services provided 
under paragraph (1). 

(4) Providing job search and other transi-
tional assistance to workers in industries 
with high rates of job loss. 

(5) Providing a training stipend to workers 
for training services. 

(6) Providing integrated education and 
training. 

(e) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after an 
eligible partnership’s completion of a dem-
onstration or pilot project supported under 
this section, the eligible partnership shall 
prepare and submit to the Secretary a report 
regarding— 

(1) the number of workers who received 
training services through the demonstration 
or pilot project, disaggregated by type of 
training service and the age, gender, and 
race of the workers; 

(2) the number of such workers who suc-
cessfully transitioned into a new position 
following completion of the training serv-
ices; 

(3) the number of individuals who success-
fully transitioned into an in-demand indus-
try sector or occupation following comple-
tion of the training services; 

(4) annual earnings data for individuals 
who have completed training services 
through the demonstration or pilot project; 

(5) the percentage of individuals described 
in paragraph (4) who are in education or 
training activities, or in employment, during 
the second quarter after exit from the train-
ing services; 

(6) the percentage of individuals described 
in paragraph (4) who are in education or 
training activities, or in employment, during 
the fourth quarter after exit from the train-
ing services; and 

(7) any practices used by the partnership 
that should be considered best practices with 
respect to training workers in industries 
that have, or are expected to have, high 
rates of job loss as a result of automation. 

(f) GENERAL REQUIREMENTS.—An eligible 
partnership that receives a grant under this 
section shall use the grant funds in a manner 
that is consistent with the labor standards 
and protections described in section 181 of 
the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity 
Act (29 U.S.C. 3241) and nondiscrimination 
provisions described in section 188 of such 
Act (29 U.S.C. 3248). 

(g) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There are authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section such sums as may be 
necessary for the first 5 full fiscal years be-
ginning after the earlier of the date of sub-
mission of the GAO study on automation or 
October 1, 2022. 
SEC. 5. EXPANSION OF WORKER TRAINING SERV-

ICES. 
(a) ADULT AND DISLOCATED WORKER EM-

PLOYMENT AND TRAINING.—Section 
134(d)(1)(A) of the Workforce Innovation and 
Opportunity Act (29 U.S.C. 3174(d)(1)(A)) is 
amended— 

(1) in clause (xi), by striking ‘‘and’’ at the 
end; 

(2) in clause (xii), by striking the period 
and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(xiii) training programs for individuals 

who are, or are likely to become, dislocated 
workers as a result of automation, including 
activities that prepare the individuals for oc-
cupations in the technology sector.’’. 

(b) NATIONAL DISLOCATED WORKER 
GRANTS.—Section 170 of the Workforce Inno-
vation and Opportunity Act (29 U.S.C. 3225) is 
amended— 

(1) in subsection (b)(1)(A), by inserting ‘‘ad-
vances in automation technology,’’ before 
‘‘plant closures,’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(e) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 

In addition to any funds reserved under sec-
tion 132(a)(2)(A) to carry out this section, 
there are authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section $40,000,000 for each of 
fiscal years 2022 through 2026.’’. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 164—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE 
SENATE THAT THE NUMBER OF 
JUSTICES OF THE SUPREME 
COURT OF THE UNITED STATES 
SHOULD REMAIN AT 9 

Mr. DAINES (for himself, Mr. 
LANKFORD, and Mr. RUBIO) submitted 
the following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on the Judici-
ary: 

S. RES. 164 

Whereas the first section of the Act enti-
tled ‘‘An Act to amend the Judicial System 
of the United States’’, approved April 10, 1869 
(commonly known as the ‘‘Judiciary Act of 
1869’’) (16 Stat. 44; chapter 22), states that 
‘‘the Supreme Court of the United States 
shall hereafter consist of the Chief Justice of 
the United States and eight associate jus-
tices’’; 

Whereas the Supreme Court of the United 
States has consisted of a Chief Justice and 8 
associate Justices for 152 years; 

Whereas previous attempts to increase the 
number of justices on the Supreme Court of 
the United States have been rejected and 
widely condemned by individuals of both po-
litical parties; 

Whereas, in 1937, when former President 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt proposed the Ju-
dicial Procedures Reform Bill of 1937, a bill 
that sought to expand the number of justices 
on the Supreme Court of the United States 
from 9 justices to 15 Justices, he was harshly 
criticized by both parties and his own Vice 
President, John Nance Garner; 

Whereas, the 1937 Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee report, in response to the Court-pack-
ing plan by President Roosevelt, decried the 
plan as ‘‘a needless, futile, and utterly dan-
gerous abandonment of constitutional prin-
ciple’’, that ‘‘[i]ts ultimate operation would 
be to make this government one of men rath-
er than one of law’’ and that it was ‘‘a meas-
ure, which should be so emphatically re-
jected that its parallel will never again be 
presented to the free representatives of the 
free people of America’’; 

Whereas, during the Trump Administra-
tion, Democrats have refused to recognize 
the legitimacy of nominations made by 
President Trump to the Supreme Court of 
the United States and have advocated for 
packing the Court with additional justices 
appointed by a future Democrat president; 

Whereas, in 1983 during a Senate Judiciary 
Committee hearing, then-Senator Joe Biden 
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noted that Court packing was a ‘‘bonehead 
idea’’ and ‘‘a terrible, terrible mistake’’ that 
‘‘put in question for an entire decade the 
independence of the most significant body— 
including the Congress, in my view—the 
most significant body in this country, the 
Supreme Court of the United States of Amer-
ica’’; 

Whereas, in 2005 during a speech on the 
Senate floor, then-Senator Joe Biden praised 
members of the Democrat Party for their 
‘‘act of courage’’ in opposing the Court-pack-
ing plan of President Roosevelt, which he de-
scribed as a ‘‘power grab’’; 

Whereas, in 2019, the late Justice Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg stated, ‘‘I think it was a bad 
idea when President Franklin Roosevelt 
tried to pack the Court’’, and that ‘‘if any-
thing would make the Court look partisan, it 
would be that’’; 

Whereas, in 2021, Justice Stephen Breyer 
urged supporters of court packing to ‘‘think 
long and hard’’ about undermining the inde-
pendence of the court, noting that it is im-
perative the public ‘‘trust that the court is 
guided by legal principle, not politics’’ and 
that ‘‘structural alteration motivated by the 
perception of political influence can only 
feed that latter perception, further eroding 
that trust’’; 

Whereas the Constitution of the United 
States is based on the principle of separation 
of powers to provide for checks and balances 
on each branch of the Federal Government 
and expanding the Supreme Court of the 
United States purely for political advantage 
threatens the separation of powers and the 
system of checks and balances established in 
the Constitution of the United States; 

Whereas the Federal judiciary is insulated 
from political influence through lifetime ap-
pointments and other measures to preserve 
its independence and an attempt to expand 
the Supreme Court of the United States 
purely for political purposes threatens the 
independence and integrity of the Supreme 
Court and, thus, the entirety of the judiciary 
it oversees; and 

Whereas any attempt to increase the num-
ber of justices of the Supreme Court of the 
United States or ‘‘pack the Court’’ would un-
dermine the democratic institutions and de-
stroy the credibility of the highest court in 
the United States: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate opposes any at-
tempt to increase the number of justices of 
the Supreme Court of the United States or 
otherwise pack the Court. 

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 1445. Mr. SCHUMER (for Ms. HIRONO 
(for herself, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, 
and Mr. WARNOCK)) proposed an amendment 
to the bill S. 937, to facilitate the expedited 
review of COVID–19 hate crimes, and for 
other purposes. 

SA 1446. Mr. WARNOCK submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 937, supra; which was ordered to 
lie on the table. 

f 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 
SA 1445. Mr. SCHUMER (for Ms. 

HIRONO (for herself, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, and Mr. WARNOCK)) pro-
posed an amendment to the bill S. 937, 
to facilitate the expedited review of 
COVID–19 hate crimes, and for other 
purposes; as follows: 

Strike all after the first word and insert 
the following: 
1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘COVID–19 
Hate Crimes Act’’. 

SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 
Congress finds the following: 
(1) Following the spread of COVID–19 in 

2020, there has been a dramatic increase in 
hate crimes and violence against Asian- 
Americans and Pacific Islanders. 

(2) According to a recent report, there were 
nearly 3,800 reported cases of anti-Asian dis-
crimination and incidents related to COVID– 
19 between March 19, 2020, and February 28, 
2021, in all 50 States and the District of Co-
lumbia. 

(3) During this time frame, race has been 
cited as the primary reason for discrimina-
tion, making up over 90 percent of incidents, 
and the United States condemns and de-
nounces any and all anti-Asian and Pacific 
Islander sentiment in any form. 

(4) Roughly 36 percent of these incidents 
took place at a business and more than 
2,000,000 Asian-American businesses have 
contributed to the diverse fabric of Amer-
ican life. 

(5) More than 1,900,000 Asian-American and 
Pacific Islander older adults, particularly 
those older adults who are recent immi-
grants or have limited English proficiency, 
may face even greater challenges in dealing 
with the COVID–19 pandemic, including dis-
crimination, economic insecurity, and lan-
guage isolation. 

(6) In the midst of this alarming surge in 
anti-Asian hate crimes and incidents, a 
shooter murdered the following 8 people in 
the Atlanta, Georgia region, 7 of whom were 
women and 6 of whom were women of Asian 
descent: 

(A) Xiaojie Tan. 
(B) Daoyou Feng. 
(C) Delaina Ashley Yaun González. 
(D) Paul Andre Michels. 
(E) Soon Chung Park. 
(F) Hyun Jung Grant. 
(G) Suncha Kim. 
(H) Yong Ae Yue. 
(7) The people of the United States will al-

ways remember the victims of these shoot-
ings and stand in solidarity with those af-
fected by this senseless tragedy and inci-
dents of hate that have affected the Asian 
and Pacific Islander communities. 
SEC. 3. REVIEW OF HATE CRIMES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 7 days 
after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Attorney General shall designate an officer 
or employee of the Department of Justice 
whose responsibility during the applicable 
period shall be to facilitate the expedited re-
view of hate crimes (as described in section 
249 of title 18, United States Code) and re-
ports of any such crime to Federal, State, 
local, or Tribal law enforcement agencies. 

(b) APPLICABLE PERIOD DEFINED.—In this 
section, the term ‘‘applicable period’’ means 
the period beginning on the date on which 
the officer or employee is designated under 
subsection (a), and ending on the date that is 
1 year after the date on which the emergency 
period described in subparagraph (B) of sec-
tion 1135(g)(1) of the Social Security Act (42 
U.S.C. 1320b–5(g)(1)) ends, except that the At-
torney General may extend such period as 
appropriate. 
SEC. 4. GUIDANCE. 

(a) GUIDANCE FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT AGEN-
CIES.—The Attorney General shall issue guid-
ance for State, local, and Tribal law enforce-
ment agencies, pursuant to this Act and 
other applicable law, on how to— 

(1) establish online reporting of hate 
crimes or incidents, and to have online re-
porting that is equally effective for people 
with disabilities as for people without dis-
abilities available in multiple languages as 
determined by the Attorney General; 

(2) collect data disaggregated by the pro-
tected characteristics described in section 
249 of title 18, United States Code; and 

(3) expand public education campaigns 
aimed at raising awareness of hate crimes 
and reaching victims, that are equally effec-
tive for people with disabilities as for people 
without disabilities. 

(b) GUIDANCE RELATING TO COVID–19 PAN-
DEMIC.—The Attorney General and the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services, in co-
ordination with the COVID–19 Health Equity 
Task Force and community-based organiza-
tions, shall issue guidance aimed at raising 
awareness of hate crimes during the COVID– 
19 pandemic. 
SEC. 5. JABARA-HEYER NO HATE ACT. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be 
cited as the ‘‘Khalid Jabara and Heather 
Heyer National Opposition to Hate, Assault, 
and Threats to Equality Act of 2021’’ or the 
‘‘Jabara-Heyer NO HATE Act’’. 

(b) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the fol-
lowing: 

(1) The incidence of violence known as hate 
crimes, or crimes motivated by bias, poses a 
serious national problem. 

(2) According to data obtained by the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation, the incidence of 
such violence increased in 2019, the most re-
cent year for which data is available. 

(3) In 1990, Congress enacted the Hate 
Crime Statistics Act (Public Law 101–275; 28 
U.S.C. 534 note) to provide the Federal Gov-
ernment, law enforcement agencies, and the 
public with data regarding the incidence of 
hate crime. The Hate Crime Statistics Act 
and the Matthew Shepard and James Byrd, 
Jr. Hate Crimes Prevention Act (division E 
of Public Law 111–84; 123 Stat. 2835) have en-
abled Federal authorities to understand and, 
where appropriate, investigate and prosecute 
hate crimes. 

(4) A more complete understanding of the 
national problem posed by hate crime is in 
the public interest and supports the Federal 
interest in eradicating bias-motivated vio-
lence referenced in section 249(b)(1)(C) of 
title 18, United States Code. 

(5) However, a complete understanding of 
the national problem posed by hate crimes is 
hindered by incomplete data from Federal, 
State, and local jurisdictions through the 
Uniform Crime Reports program authorized 
under section 534 of title 28, United States 
Code, and administered by the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation. 

(6) Multiple factors contribute to the pro-
vision of inaccurate and incomplete data re-
garding the incidence of hate crime through 
the Uniform Crime Reports program. A sig-
nificant contributing factor is the quality 
and quantity of training that State and local 
law enforcement agencies receive on the 
identification and reporting of suspected 
bias-motivated crimes. 

(7) The problem of crimes motivated by 
bias is sufficiently serious, widespread, and 
interstate in nature as to warrant Federal fi-
nancial assistance to States and local juris-
dictions. 

(8) Federal financial assistance with regard 
to certain violent crimes motivated by bias 
enables Federal, State, and local authorities 
to work together as partners in the inves-
tigation and prosecution of such crimes. 

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) HATE CRIME.—The term ‘‘hate crime’’ 

means an act described in section 245, 247, or 
249 of title 18, United States Code, or in sec-
tion 901 of the Civil Rights Act of 1968 (42 
U.S.C. 3631). 

(2) PRIORITY AGENCY.—The term ‘‘priority 
agency’’ means— 

(A) a law enforcement agency of a unit of 
local government that serves a population of 
not less than 100,000, as computed by the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation; or 

(B) a law enforcement agency of a unit of 
local government that— 
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(i) serves a population of not less than 

50,000 and less than 100,000, as computed by 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation; and 

(ii) has reported no hate crimes through 
the Uniform Crime Reports program in each 
of the 3 most recent calendar years for which 
such data is available. 

(3) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’’ has the 
meaning given the term in section 901 of 
title I of the Omnibus Crime Control and 
Safe Streets Act of 1968 (34 U.S.C. 10251). 

(4) UNIFORM CRIME REPORTS.—The term 
‘‘Uniform Crime Reports’’ means the reports 
authorized under section 534 of title 28, 
United States Code, and administered by the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation that com-
pile nationwide criminal statistics for use— 

(A) in law enforcement administration, op-
eration, and management; and 

(B) to assess the nature and type of crime 
in the United States. 

(5) UNIT OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT.—The term 
‘‘unit of local government’’ has the meaning 
given the term in section 901 of title I of the 
Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act 
of 1968 (34 U.S.C. 10251). 

(d) REPORTING OF HATE CRIMES.— 
(1) IMPLEMENTATION GRANTS.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Attorney General 

may make grants to States and units of local 
government to assist the State or unit of 
local government in implementing the Na-
tional Incident-Based Reporting System, in-
cluding to train employees in identifying 
and classifying hate crimes in the National 
Incident-Based Reporting System. 

(B) PRIORITY.—In making grants under 
subparagraph (A), the Attorney General 
shall give priority to States and units of 
local government that develop and imple-
ment the programs and activities described 
in subsection (f)(2)(A). 

(2) REPORTING.— 
(A) COMPLIANCE.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

clause (ii), in each fiscal year beginning after 
the date that is 3 years after the date on 
which a State or unit of local government 
first receives a grant under paragraph (1), 
the State or unit of local government shall 
provide to the Attorney General, through the 
Uniform Crime Reporting system, informa-
tion pertaining to hate crimes committed in 
that jurisdiction during the preceding fiscal 
year. 

(ii) EXTENSIONS; WAIVER.—The Attorney 
General— 

(I) may provide a 120-day extension to a 
State or unit of local government that is 
making good faith efforts to comply with 
clause (i); and 

(II) shall waive the requirements of clause 
(i) if compliance with that subparagraph by 
a State or unit of local government would be 
unconstitutional under the constitution of 
the State or of the State in which the unit of 
local government is located, respectively. 

(B) FAILURE TO COMPLY.—If a State or unit 
of local government that receives a grant 
under paragraph (1) fails to substantially 
comply with subparagraph (A) of this para-
graph, the State or unit of local government 
shall repay the grant in full, plus reasonable 
interest and penalty charges allowable by 
law or established by the Attorney General. 

(e) GRANTS FOR STATE-RUN HATE CRIME 
HOTLINES.— 

(1) GRANTS AUTHORIZED.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Attorney General 

shall make grants to States to create State- 
run hate crime reporting hotlines. 

(B) GRANT PERIOD.—A grant made under 
subparagraph (A) shall be for a period of not 
more than 5 years. 

(2) HOTLINE REQUIREMENTS.—A State shall 
ensure, with respect to a hotline funded by a 
grant under paragraph (1), that— 

(A) the hotline directs individuals to— 

(i) law enforcement if appropriate; and 
(ii) local support services; 
(B) any personally identifiable information 

that an individual provides to an agency of 
the State through the hotline is not directly 
or indirectly disclosed, without the consent 
of the individual, to— 

(i) any other agency of that State; 
(ii) any other State; 
(iii) the Federal Government; or 
(iv) any other person or entity; 
(C) the staff members who operate the hot-

line are trained to be knowledgeable about— 
(i) applicable Federal, State, and local hate 

crime laws; and 
(ii) local law enforcement resources and 

applicable local support services; and 
(D) the hotline is accessible to— 
(i) individuals with limited English pro-

ficiency, where appropriate; and 
(ii) individuals with disabilities. 
(3) BEST PRACTICES.—The Attorney General 

shall issue guidance to States on best prac-
tices for implementing the requirements of 
paragraph (2). 

(f) INFORMATION COLLECTION BY STATES AND 
UNITS OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT.— 

(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection: 
(A) COVERED AGENCY.—The term ‘‘covered 

agency’’ means— 
(i) a State law enforcement agency; and 
(ii) a priority agency. 
(B) ELIGIBLE ENTITY.—The term ‘‘eligible 

entity’’ means— 
(i) a State; or 
(ii) a unit of local government that has a 

priority agency. 
(2) GRANTS.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Attorney General 

may make grants to eligible entities to as-
sist covered agencies within the jurisdiction 
of the eligible entity in conducting law en-
forcement activities or crime reduction pro-
grams to prevent, address, or otherwise re-
spond to hate crime, particularly as those 
activities or programs relate to reporting 
hate crimes through the Uniform Crime Re-
ports program, including— 

(i) adopting a policy on identifying, inves-
tigating, and reporting hate crimes; 

(ii) developing a standardized system of 
collecting, analyzing, and reporting the inci-
dence of hate crime; 

(iii) establishing a unit specialized in iden-
tifying, investigating, and reporting hate 
crimes; 

(iv) engaging in community relations func-
tions related to hate crime prevention and 
education such as— 

(I) establishing a liaison with formal com-
munity-based organizations or leaders; and 

(II) conducting public meetings or edu-
cational forums on the impact of hate 
crimes, services available to hate crime vic-
tims, and the relevant Federal, State, and 
local laws pertaining to hate crimes; and 

(v) providing hate crime trainings for agen-
cy personnel. 

(B) SUBGRANTS.—A State that receives a 
grant under subparagraph (A) may award a 
subgrant to a unit of local government with-
in the State for the purposes under that sub-
paragraph, except that a unit of local gov-
ernment may provide funding from such a 
subgrant to any law enforcement agency of 
the unit of local government. 

(3) INFORMATION REQUIRED OF STATES AND 
UNITS OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—For each fiscal year in 
which a State or unit of local government re-
ceives a grant or subgrant under paragraph 
(2), the State or unit of local government 
shall— 

(i) collect information from each law en-
forcement agency that receives funding from 
the grant or subgrant summarizing the law 
enforcement activities or crime reduction 
programs conducted by the agency to pre-

vent, address, or otherwise respond to hate 
crime, particularly as those activities or pro-
grams relate to reporting hate crimes 
through the Uniform Crime Reports pro-
gram; and 

(ii) submit to the Attorney General a re-
port containing the information collected 
under clause (i). 

(B) SEMIANNUAL LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY 
REPORT.— 

(i) IN GENERAL.—In collecting the informa-
tion required under subparagraph (A)(i), a 
State or unit of local government shall re-
quire each law enforcement agency that re-
ceives funding from a grant or subgrant 
awarded to the State or unit of local govern-
ment under paragraph (2) to submit a semi-
annual report to the State or unit of local 
government that includes a summary of the 
law enforcement activities or crime reduc-
tion programs conducted by the agency dur-
ing the reporting period to prevent, address, 
or otherwise respond to hate crime, particu-
larly as those activities or programs relate 
to reporting hate crimes through the Uni-
form Crime Reports program. 

(ii) CONTENTS.—In a report submitted 
under clause (i), a law enforcement agency 
shall, at a minimum, disclose— 

(I) whether the agency has adopted a pol-
icy on identifying, investigating, and report-
ing hate crimes; 

(II) whether the agency has developed a 
standardized system of collecting, analyzing, 
and reporting the incidence of hate crime; 

(III) whether the agency has established a 
unit specialized in identifying, investigating, 
and reporting hate crimes; 

(IV) whether the agency engages in com-
munity relations functions related to hate 
crime, such as— 

(aa) establishing a liaison with formal 
community-based organizations or leaders; 
and 

(bb) conducting public meetings or edu-
cational forums on the impact of hate crime, 
services available to hate crime victims, and 
the relevant Federal, State, and local laws 
pertaining to hate crime; and 

(V) the number of hate crime trainings for 
agency personnel, including the duration of 
the trainings, conducted by the agency dur-
ing the reporting period. 

(4) COMPLIANCE AND REDIRECTION OF 
FUNDS.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 
subparagraph (B), beginning not later than 1 
year after the date of this Act, a State or 
unit of local government receiving a grant or 
subgrant under paragraph (2) shall comply 
with paragraph (3). 

(B) EXTENSIONS; WAIVER.—The Attorney 
General— 

(i) may provide a 120-day extension to a 
State or unit of local government that is 
making good faith efforts to collect the in-
formation required under paragraph (3); and 

(ii) shall waive the requirements of para-
graph (3) for a State or unit of local govern-
ment if compliance with that subsection by 
the State or unit of local government would 
be unconstitutional under the constitution 
of the State or of the State in which the unit 
of local government is located, respectively. 

(g) REQUIREMENTS OF THE ATTORNEY GEN-
ERAL.— 

(1) INFORMATION COLLECTION AND ANALYSIS; 
REPORT.—In order to improve the accuracy of 
data regarding the incidence of hate crime 
provided through the Uniform Crime Reports 
program, and promote a more complete un-
derstanding of the national problem posed by 
hate crime, the Attorney General shall— 

(A) collect and analyze the information 
provided by States and units of local govern-
ment under subsection (f) for the purpose of 
developing policies related to the provision 
of accurate data obtained under the Hate 
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Crime Statistics Act (Public Law 101–275; 28 
U.S.C. 534 note) by the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation; and 

(B) for each calendar year beginning after 
the date of enactment of this Act, publish 
and submit to Congress a report based on the 
information collected and analyzed under 
subparagraph (A). 

(2) CONTENTS OF REPORT.—A report sub-
mitted under paragraph (1) shall include— 

(A) a qualitative analysis of the relation-
ship between— 

(i) the number of hate crimes reported by 
State law enforcement agencies or other law 
enforcement agencies that received funding 
from a grant or subgrant awarded under 
paragraph (2) through the Uniform Crime Re-
ports program; and 

(ii) the nature and extent of law enforce-
ment activities or crime reduction programs 
conducted by those agencies to prevent, ad-
dress, or otherwise respond to hate crime; 
and 

(B) a quantitative analysis of the number 
of State law enforcement agencies and other 
law enforcement agencies that received fund-
ing from a grant or subgrant awarded under 
paragraph (2) that have— 

(i) adopted a policy on identifying, inves-
tigating, and reporting hate crimes; 

(ii) developed a standardized system of col-
lecting, analyzing, and reporting the inci-
dence of hate crime; 

(iii) established a unit specialized in iden-
tifying, investigating, and reporting hate 
crimes; 

(iv) engaged in community relations func-
tions related to hate crime, such as— 

(I) establishing a liaison with formal com-
munity-based organizations or leaders; and 

(II) conducting public meetings or edu-
cational forums on the impact of hate crime, 
services available to hate crime victims, and 
the relevant Federal, State, and local laws 
pertaining to hate crime; and 

(v) conducted hate crime trainings for 
agency personnel during the reporting pe-
riod, including— 

(I) the total number of trainings conducted 
by each agency; and 

(II) the duration of the trainings described 
in subclause (I). 

(h) ALTERNATIVE SENTENCING.—Section 249 
of title 18, United States Code, is amended by 
adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(e) SUPERVISED RELEASE.—If a court in-
cludes, as a part of a sentence of imprison-
ment imposed for a violation of subsection 
(a), a requirement that the defendant be 
placed on a term of supervised release after 
imprisonment under section 3583, the court 
may order, as an explicit condition of super-
vised release, that the defendant undertake 
educational classes or community service di-
rectly related to the community harmed by 
the defendant’s offense.’’. 

SA 1446. Mr. WARNOCK submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 937, to facilitate the 
expedited review of COVID–19 hate 
crimes, and for other purposes; which 
was ordered to lie on the table; as fol-
lows: 

After section 1, insert the following: 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds the following: 
(1) Following the spread of COVID–19 in 

2020, there has been a dramatic increase in 
hate crimes and violence against Asian- 
Americans and Pacific Islanders. 

(2) According to a recent report, there were 
nearly 3,800 reported cases of anti-Asian dis-
crimination and incidents related to COVID– 
19 between March 19, 2020, and February 28, 
2021, in all 50 States and the District of Co-
lumbia. 

(3) During this time frame, race has been 
cited as the primary reason for discrimina-
tion, making up over 90 percent of incidents, 
and the United States condemns and de-
nounces any and all anti-Asian and Pacific 
Islander sentiment in any form. 

(4) Roughly 36 percent of these incidents 
took place at a business and more than 
2,000,000 Asian-American businesses have 
contributed to the diverse fabric of Amer-
ican life. 

(5) More than 1,900,000 Asian-American and 
Pacific Islander older adults, particularly 
those older adults who are recent immi-
grants or have limited English proficiency, 
may face even greater challenges in dealing 
with the COVID–19 pandemic, including dis-
crimination, economic insecurity, and lan-
guage isolation. 

(6) In the midst of this alarming surge in 
anti-Asian hate crimes and incidents, a 
shooter murdered the following 8 people in 
the Atlanta, Georgia, region, 7 of whom were 
women, and 6 of whom were women of Asian 
descent: 

(A) Xiaojie Tan. 
(B) Daoyou Feng. 
(C) Delaina Ashley Yaun González. 
(D) Paul Andre Michels. 
(E) Soon Chung Park. 
(F) Hyun Jung Grant. 
(G) Suncha Kim. 
(H) Yong Ae Yue. 
(7) The people of the United States will al-

ways remember the victims of these shoot-
ings and stand in solidarity with those af-
fected by this senseless tragedy and inci-
dents of hate that have affected the Asian 
and Pacific Islander communities. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

Mr. PADILLA. Mr. President, I have 
a request for one committee to meet 
during today’s session of the Senate. It 
has the approval of the Majority and 
Minority leaders. 

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph 
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committee is author-
ized to meet during today’s session of 
the Senate: 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 

The Committee on Foreign Relations 
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Monday, April 19, 
2021, at 6 p.m., to conduct a hearing. 

f 

NOMINATION REFERRAL 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that, as if in 
executive session, the nomination of 
Shannon Estenoz, of Florida, to be As-
sistant Secretary for Fish and Wildlife, 
sent to the Senate by the President on 
April 19, 2021, be referred jointly to the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources and the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

APPOINTMENT 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
Chair, on behalf of the President pro 
tempore, pursuant to Public Law 96– 
388, as amended by Public Law 97–84, 
and Public Law 106–292, reappoints the 

following Senators to the United 
States Holocaust Memorial Council for 
the 117th Congress: The Honorable 
MARCO RUBIO of Florida and The Hon-
orable TIM SCOTT of South Carolina. 

f 

MEASURES READ THE FIRST 
TIME—S. 1216 AND H.R. 7 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
understand that there are two bills at 
the desk, and I ask for their first read-
ing en bloc. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will read the bills by title for the 
first time en bloc. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (S. 1216) to extend the temporary 
scheduling order for fentanyl-related sub-
stances. 

A bill (H.R. 7) to amend the Fair Labor 
Standards Act of 1938 to provide more effec-
tive remedies to victims of discrimination in 
the payment of wages on the basis of sex, and 
for other purposes. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I now ask for a sec-
ond reading, and I object to my own re-
quest, all en bloc. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard. The bills will be read for 
the second time on the next legislative 
day. 

f 

ORDERS FOR TUESDAY, APRIL 20, 
2021 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that when the 
Senate completes its business today, it 
adjourn until 10 a.m., Tuesday, April 
20; that following the prayer and 
pledge, the morning hour be deemed 
expired, the Journal of proceedings be 
approved to date, the time for the two 
leaders be reserved for their use later 
in the day, and morning business be 
closed; that upon the conclusion of 
morning business, the Senate resume 
consideration of S. 937, the COVID–19 
Hate Crimes legislation; that at 12 
noon, the Senate proceed to executive 
session to resume consideration of the 
Gensler nomination and the Senate 
vote on the motion to invoke cloture 
on the nomination; that the Senate re-
cess following the cloture vote on the 
Gensler nomination until 2:15 p.m. to 
allow for the weekly caucus meetings; 
further, that if cloture is invoked on 
the Gensler nomination, all postcloture 
time be considered expired at 2:15 p.m.; 
that if confirmed, the motion to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon 
the table and the President be imme-
diately notified of the Senate’s action; 
finally, that following the confirma-
tion vote, the Senate resume legisla-
tive session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
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ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M. 

TOMORROW 
Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, if 

there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the 
previous order. 

There being no objection, the Senate, 
at 7:28 p.m., adjourned until Tuesday, 
April 20, 2021, at 10 a.m. 

f 

NOMINATIONS 
Executive nominations received by 

the Senate: 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

FAISAL AMIN, OF MARYLAND, TO BE CHIEF FINANCIAL 
OFFICER, ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY, VICE 
HOLLY W. GREAVES. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
SHANNON ANEAL ESTENOZ, OF FLORIDA, TO BE AS-

SISTANT SECRETARY FOR FISH AND WILDLIFE, VICE 
ROBERT WALLACE. 

TANYA MARIE TRUJILLO, OF NEW MEXICO, TO BE AN 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR, VICE TIM-
OTHY R. PETTY. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
LARRY EDWARD ANDRE, JR., OF TEXAS, A CAREER 

MEMBER OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF 
MINISTER–COUNSELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAOR-
DINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA TO THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF SOMALIA. 

ELIZABETH MOORE AUBIN, OF VIRGINIA, A CAREER 
MEMBER OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF 
MINISTER–COUNSELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAOR-
DINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA TO THE PEOPLE’S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 
OF ALGERIA. 

STEVEN C. BONDY, OF NEW JERSEY, A CAREER MEM-
BER OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF MIN-
ISTER–COUNSELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAOR-
DINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA TO THE KINGDOM OF BAHRAIN. 

MARIA E. BREWER, OF VIRGINIA, A CAREER MEMBER 
OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF MINISTER– 

COUNSELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND 
PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
TO THE KINGDOM OF LESOTHO. 

MARC EVANS KNAPPER, OF CALIFORNIA, A CAREER 
MEMBER OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF 
MINISTER–COUNSELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAOR-
DINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA TO THE SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM. 

CHRISTOPHER JOHN LAMORA, OF RHODE ISLAND, A CA-
REER MEMBER OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, 
CLASS OF MINISTER–COUNSELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR 
EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO THE REPUBLIC OF CAM-
EROON. 

TULINABO S. MUSHINGI, OF VIRGINIA, A CAREER MEM-
BER OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF COUN-
SELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND 
PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
TO THE REPUBLIC OF ANGOLA, AND TO SERVE CONCUR-
RENTLY AND WITHOUT ADDITIONAL COMPENSATION AS 
AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY 
OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO THE DEMO-
CRATIC REPUBLIC OF SAO TOME AND PRINCIPE. 

MICHAEL RAYNOR, OF MARYLAND, A CAREER MEMBER 
OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF MINISTER– 
COUNSELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND 
PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
TO THE REPUBLIC OF SENEGAL, AND TO SERVE CONCUR-
RENTLY AND WITHOUT ADDITIONAL COMPENSATION AS 
AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY 
OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO THE REPUBLIC 
OF GUINEA–BISSAU. 

MICHELE JEANNE SISON, OF MARYLAND, A CAREER 
MEMBER OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF 
CAREER AMBASSADOR, TO BE AN ASSISTANT SEC-
RETARY OF STATE (INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION AF-
FAIRS), VICE KEVIN EDWARD MOLEY, RESIGNED. 

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY 

JON EUGENE MEYER, OF OHIO, TO BE GENERAL COUN-
SEL, DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY, VICE JOHN 
MARSHALL MITNICK. 

THE JUDICIARY 

RUPA RANGA PUTTAGUNTA, OF THE DISTRICT OF CO-
LUMBIA, TO BE ASSOCIATE JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR 
COURT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA FOR THE TERM 
OF FIFTEEN YEARS, VICE PATRICIA A. BRODERICK, RE-
TIRED. 

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 

ROBIN C. ASHTON, OF MARYLAND, TO BE INSPECTOR 
GENERAL, CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY, VICE 
DAIVD B. BUCKLEY, RESIGNED. 

THE JUDICIARY 

DEBORAH L. BOARDMAN, OF MARYLAND, TO BE UNITED 
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE DISTRICT OF MARY-
LAND, VICE RICHARD D. BENNETT, RETIRING. 

TIFFANY P. CUNNINGHAM, OF ILLINOIS, TO BE UNITED 
STATES CIRCUIT JUDGE FOR THE FEDERAL CIRCUIT, 
VICE EVAN JONATHAN WALLACH, RETIRING. 

LYDIA KAY GRIGGSBY, OF MARYLAND, TO BE UNITED 
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE DISTRICT OF MARY-
LAND, VICE CATHERINE C. BLAKE, RETIRED. 

KETANJI BROWN JACKSON, OF THE DISTRICT OF CO-
LUMBIA, TO BE UNITED STATES CIRCUIT JUDGE FOR THE 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA CIRCUIT, VICE MERRICK B. GAR-
LAND, RETIRED. 

CANDACE JACKSON–AKIWUMI, OF ILLINOIS, TO BE 
UNITED STATES CIRCUIT JUDGE FOR THE SEVENTH CIR-
CUIT, VICE JOEL M. FLAUM, RETIRED. 

JULIEN XAVIER NEALS, OF NEW JERSEY, TO BE UNITED 
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE DISTRICT OF NEW 
JERSEY, VICE WILLIAM J. MARTINI, RETIRED. 

ZAHID N. QURAISHI, OF NEW JERSEY, TO BE UNITED 
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE DISTRICT OF NEW 
JERSEY, VICE PETER G. SHERIDAN, RETIRED. 

REGINA M. RODRIGUEZ, OF COLORADO, TO BE UNITED 
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLO-
RADO, VICE MARCIA S. KRIEGER, RETIRED. 

MARGARET IRENE STRICKLAND, OF NEW MEXICO, TO 
BE UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE DISTRICT 
OF NEW MEXICO, VICE ROBERT C. BRACK, RETIRED. 

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 

PATRICIA L. ROSS, OF OHIO, TO BE AN ASSISTANT SEC-
RETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS (CONGRESSIONAL AND 
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS), VICE BROOKS D . TUCKER. 

MARYANNE T. DONAGHY, OF PENNSYLVANIA, TO BE AN 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS (OFFICE 
OF ACCOUNTABILITY AND WHISTLEBLOWER PROTEC-
TION), VICE TAMARA BONZANTO. 

MATTHEW T. QUINN, OF MONTANA, TO BE UNDER SEC-
RETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS FOR MEMORIAL AF-
FAIRS, VICE RANDY REEVES. 

IN THE NAVY 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY TO THE GRADE INDICATED 
WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE AND 
RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 601: 

To be vice admiral 

REAR ADM. WILLIAM J. HOUSTON 
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